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Church or church?
This course uses two terms – “Church” and “church”. The first refers to the
universal church, meaning Christians of all types. Later “Church” is used to
indicate Christian denominations, such as the Lutheran Church, for example.
By contrast, the word “church” is reserved for local churches, such as the
church at Antioch or when the reference is to a specific congregation.

2

Course Syllabus
HE 201: History of the Church 1
Course Description
This course is a general survey of the history of the Christian church from its
beginnings until the period of the Reformation with a concentration on the
movements that contributed to the development of orthodox Christian
doctrine.
Program Outcomes
The program outcomes assigned to this course identify the expected
competencies for each student to achieve during these sessions.
CN 6 Knowledge of the events, personalities, and important themes in the
history of the Christian Church, understood as the history of the
Church in Africa
CN 7 Knowledge of the mission, history, and government of the Church of
the Nazarene and his place in the larger Christian community
CN 11 Knowledge of the principles of evangelism, church growth, planting
new churches and the missionary task of the Church in the world
CP 3 Ability to defend the doctrines and positions of the Church of the
Nazarene
CR 8 Ability to worship God by using personal and public means of grace
CX 1 Ability to understand African history in the context of world history
Course Outcomes
For achieving the competencies listed above, this course organizes several
learning activities and requirements around the following intended learning
outcomes for this course:
1) Understand the broad movements of Christian history by identifying time
periods with certain personalities and ideas. (CN 6, CX 1)
2) Compare and contrast the spread of Christianity within various eras of
Christian history. (CN 6, CN 11, CX 1)
3) Grasp the importance of holiness doctrine from the Early Church Fathers to
the Middle Ages. (CN 6 & CN 7)
4) Practice and demonstrate various forms of Christian worship and devotion
and consider how to apply these forms within today’s cultural context.
(CP 3; CR 8; CX 1)
5) Compare and contrast the development of Christology (doctrine of Jesus
Christ) in the Western (Rome) Church and Eastern (Orthodox) Church
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and understand the importance of the doctrine of Jesus Christ in 21stcentury Africa (CN 6, CN 7, CN 11).
6) Be able to discuss major personalities, events, and themes in the Christian
Church’s history in Africa (CX 1).
The following sessions and exercises of this course offer the following
percentages of the four Cs:
Content
Competency
Character
Context

60%
10%
10%
20%

Resources consulted
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New Edition. Oxford, England: Oxford Univ. Press, 1999.
Bourke, Vernon J., ed. The Essential Augustine. New York: New American
Library, 1964.
Bradshaw, Robert I. “Tertullian of Carthage.” Referenced 27 Nov 2010.
Online: http:// phoenicia.org/tertullian2.html
Bridge, Donald, and Phypers, David. The Water that Divides: A Survey of the
Doctrine of Baptism. Ross-Shire, Great Britain: Mentor, 1998.
Cairnes, Earle E. Christianity Through the Centuries: A History of the Christian
Church. 3rd ed. Grand Rapids, Michigan: Zondervan, 1996.
Chadwick, Henry. The Early Church. Middelsex, England: Penguin, 1967.
Dowley, Tim, ed. A Lion Handbook of the History of Christianity. Revised
edition. Oxford, England: Lion Publishing, 1990.
“Edesius and Frumentius.” Referenced 30 Nov 2010, online: http://
phoenicia.org/ethiopia.html.
Gonzalez, Justo L. The Story of Christianity: The Early Church to the Present
Day. Peabody, Massachusetts: Prince Press/Hendrickson Publishers,
2008.

4

Latourette, Kenneth Scott. A History of Christianity, Volume 1: Beginnings to
1500. Revised Edition. New York: Harper and Row, 1975.
Nicole, J.-M. Précis d’Histoire de l’Église. Nogent-sur-Marne, France : Institut
Biblique de Nogent, 1972.
Pelikan, Jaroslav. The Emergence of the Catholic Tradition (100-600), Vol 1.
in The Christian Tradition : A History of the Development of Doctrine.
Chicago and London: The University of Chicago Press, 1971.
Smith, M.A. From Christ to Constantine. London: InterVarsity, 1971.
Soccio, Douglas J. Archetypes of Wisdom: An Introduction to Philosophy. 6th
ed. United Kingdom, United States, and other locations:
Thomson/Wadsworth, 2007.
Staples, Rob. “Adoptionism.” In Taylor, Richard S., ed. Beacon Dictionary of
Theology. Kansas City, Missouri: Beacon Hill Press, 1983.
Stott, John. The Epistles of John: An Introduction and Commentary. In
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Wright, N.T. Surprised by Hope: Rethinking Heaven, the Resurrection, and
the Mission of the Church. San Francisco, California: Harper One, 2008.

Course Requirements, with percentage of course grade
1. Attendance…………………….…………………………………………..10%
This course abides by the attendance policy laid out in the Program Handbook
of the ITN-NTI (p. 17), as follows:
•
•
•

Up to 4 hours of class time missed is deemed excused.
If a student has missed between 4-8 hours, a significant reduction in
their attendance grade will be given.
When a student has missed more than 8 hours, the student must
withdraw from the course and repeat the class.

2. Participation……………………………………………………………….10%
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At the close of each lesson, small groups will discuss questions relevant to the
topic addressed. Each student will be given a chance to report back to the
larger group the findings of his or her small group.
3. Daily content quiz……………………………………………………..40%
The teacher will compose a daily quiz of ten questions, either true/false, short
answer, or a mixture. This quiz will be given at the beginning of each day’s
session, and will cover material presented during the previous day’s lectures.
4. Group skit……………………………………………………………….10%
In groups of 3-5 students, sketches will be given re-enacting an important
episode from the history of the early Church. Prior to the skit, the group
leader should explain what episode is being acted out, and why it was chosen
(i.e. what is its importance). The grade given will be based upon the quality
of the presentation, including whether all members of the group were
involved in a meaningful way.
The teacher should give some time in-class for groups to work on this
assignment. It is recommended that the skits be presented at the end of the
last day of lectures, but prior to the final exam.
5. Final essay: Important figures in early Church history……30%

Note to teacher: This exercise can be done orally by those in the certificate
track.
Choose two figures (other than Jesus) studied during this class. In a 500
word essay, address the following questions:

a. What figure did you choose?
b. What are the basic facts of their life?
c. In what way did they change the course of Church history?
d. How does knowledge of his/her life affect you today in your place of
ministry?

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Note to the reader:
The outline of this course (with some alterations) is based on Sections 2
through 4 (pp. 1-350) of:
Dowley, Tim, ed. A Lion Handbook of the History of Christianity. Revised
edition. Oxford, England: Lion Publishing, 1990.
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Other sources supplement the narrative. See above under “resources
consulted.”
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

COURSE OUTLINE
Section 1 – Beginnings (AD 1 to 325)
Lesson 1 – The Church Expands: Jerusalem to Rome
Lesson 2 – The Challenge to Faith
Lesson 3 – Early Christian Belief, Worship and Practice
Section 2 – Acceptance and Conquest (AD 325 to 600)
Lesson 4 – Diocletian, Constantine and the Christian Empire
Lesson 5 – Church Structure and the Rise of Monasticism
Lesson 6 – Frumentius, Chyrsostom, and Augustine
Section 3 – A Christian Society (AD 600 to 1500)
Lesson 7 – The West in Crisis
Lesson 8 – The Eastern Church and the Iconoclastic Controversy
Lesson 9 – The Crusades, Francis of Assisi, Catherine of Siena, and
Thomas Aquinas
Lesson 10 – An Age of Unrest: Seeds of Reform in the Church
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Section 1:
Beginnings (AD 1-325)
See A Lion Handbook The History of Christianity, pp. 57-136

Lesson 1 – The Church Expands: Jerusalem to Rome

“The only thing unique about Christianity is Christ.”
- Paul Orjala, late professor of missiology
at Nazarene Theological Seminary

I.

Introduction

Listen to your teacher as he or she reads the paragraph taken from Kenneth
Latourette. Give at least two reasons why the rise of Christianity was
“amazing” and “significant.”
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II.

Who was Jesus of Nazareth?

Take notes in the blank spaces throughout this student workbook.

Discussion question
It has been said that without the Resurrection, there would be no Christian
faith. Do you agree with this statement? Why or why not?

8

Going deeper: Other witnesses to the historical reality of Jesus
The non-biblical witness for the existence of Jesus is found in three classical
writers: Tacitus, Suetonius, and Pliny the Younger.1
•

The Neronian Persecution, 64

Tacitus, Annales, xv. 44

But all the endeavours of men, all the emperor’s largesse and the
propitiation of the gods, did not suffice to allay the scandal or banish
the belief that the fire2 had been ordered. And so, to get rid of this
rumour, Nero set up as the culprits and punished with the utmost
refinement of cruelty a class hated for their abominations, who are
commonly called Christians. Christus, from whom their name is
derived, was executed at the hands of the procurator Pontius Pilate in
the reign of Tiberius…
•

Suetonius (c. AD 75-160), in his The Expulsion of the Jews from Rome,
c. AD 52
…Since the Jews were continually making disturbances at the
instigation of Chrestus, he [Claudius] expelled them from Rome…

•

Pliny (the Younger), c. AD 62-113; in his Christians in Bithynia, c. AD
112
Plin. Epp. X (ad Traj.), xcvi
An anonymous pamphlet was issued, containing many names. All who
denied that they were or had been Christians I considered to be
discharged, because they called upon the gods at my dictation and did
reverence, with incense and wine, to your image which I had ordered
to be brought forward for this purpose, together with the statues of
the deities; and especially because they cursed Christ which, it is said,
genuine Christians cannot be induced to do…

Author’s note: This excerpt is from a letter from a young governor, written
to the Roman Emperor, Trajan. He is asking advice on how to handle the
question of those accused of being Christians.

These excerpts appear in Bettenson and Maunder, Documents of the
Christian Church, 1-5. See that source for the context of the quotations.
2
This refers to the great fire of Rome, summer AD 64.
1
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III.

Pentecost: The Birthday of the Church

“Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus,
whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ.”
- Simon Peter, on the Day of Pentecost; from
Acts 2:36, NIV
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IV.

The “fullness of the time” and the rapid spread of Christianity

In his epistle to the Galatians, the apostle Paul spoke of the “fullness of the
time” (Gal. 4:4, KJV). God sent His son, Jesus, at a moment in history that
was ripe for the rapid spread of the Gospel message.

Source: http://www.gods-word-first.org/bible-maps/roman-empire-biblemaps.html -- Map provided free of charge, per description on website.

Kenneth Latourette (1:21-23) describes five conditions of the time that
favoured the spread of religion:
1.

2.

3.
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4.

5.

V.

Conclusion

Paul Orjala was correct in his claim that the only thing unique about
Christianity is Christ. This difference at first seemed slight to outsiders,
leading them to consider Christianity a sect of Judaism. However, more and
more, Christians differentiated themselves from Jews, especially through their
insistence on worshipping on the first day of the week, commemorating the
Resurrection of Jesus, rather than on the Jewish Sabbath (1 Cor. 16:2, Rev.
1:10).
The Day of Pentecost saw the Church born, and the first Christian sermon by
Peter. The Acts of the Apostles chronicled the spread of the Gospel, and
presupposed the favourable conditions described by Kenneth Latourette.
Justo Gonzalez (Story of Christianity, 17) acknowledged the same conditions,
but also pointed out the “obstacles” and “dangers” that presented the early
Christians with serious challenges. It is to these that we turn in lesson two.

Activity: Small group discussion questions
Divide the class evenly into three small groups. Each group will have 15
minutes to address one of the questions below. Once formed, the group
should choose a secretary who will also act as spokesperson for the group.
The secretary will take notes of the discussion, and give a 2-3 minute report
to the larger group. Following the report, other groups are free to ask
questions of the spokesperson, who can also call on other members of his or
her group to assist.
1. Who is Jesus? - In the lesson, Paul Orjala claimed: “The only thing
unique about Christianity is Christ.” Do you agree with his statement? If so,
why? If not, why not? How might Christianity be different today if it could be
shown that no person named Jesus of Nazareth had ever existed?
2. Fire and smoke – Phineas F. Bresee, the founder of one of the branches
of the Church of the Nazarene, once said: “I was born in the fire, and I
cannot stand the smoke.” What do you think Bresee meant by this statement?
How might it be related to the experience of the believers on the Day of
Pentecost? What are the characteristics of the Holy Spirit’s work among us
today that attract unbelievers to Christ, in the same way that they attracted a
crowd on the Day of Pentecost?
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3. Opportunities and obstacles – We studied several conditions in the first
century AD that favoured the rapid spread of the Gospel. What are some of
the conditions in 21st century Africa that favour the establishment of the
Christian church? What are some of the obstacles? How can we as believers
in Jesus maximize the opportunities and minimize the roadblocks?
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Lesson 2 – The Challenge to Faith
See A Lion Handbook The History of Christianity, pp.82-100

“The blood of the martyrs is the seed of the Church.”
- Tertullian of Carthage, AD 160-225

I.

Introduction

II.

Christ or Caesar?

Who was the first Christian martyr? ____________________________
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Earle Cairnes (Christianity through the Centuries, 87-90) laid out four principal
reasons that Christians were periodically persecuted during the early centuries
of the Church’s history:
A.

B.

C.

D.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Digging deeper:
The Martyrdom of Polycarp, Bishop of Smyrna,
AD 155
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Now, as he was entering the stadium, there came to Polycarp a voice
from heaven, “Be strong, Polycarp, and play the man.” And no one saw
the speaker, but the voice was heard by those of our people who were
there. Thereupon he was led forth, and great was the uproar of them
that heard that Polycarp had been seized. Accordingly, he was led
before the Proconsul, who asked him if he were the man himself. And
when he confessed the Proconsul tried to persuade him, saying, “Have
respect to thine age,” and so forth, according to their customary form;
“Swear by the genius of Caesar,” “Repent,” “Say ‘Away with the
atheists!’” Then Polycarp looked with a severe countenance on the mob
of lawless heathen in the stadium, and he waved his hand at them, and
looking up to heaven he groaned and said, “Away with the atheists!” But
the Proconsul urged him and said, “Swear, and I will release thee; curse
the Christ.” And Polycarp said, “Eighty and six years have I served him,
and he hath done me no wrong; how then can I blaspheme my king who
saved me?”

Source: Bettenson and Maunder, 11
III.

Defenders of the Faith
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IV.

The challenge of Gnosticism

So what is Gnosticism? Henry Chadwick (Early Church, 35-36) explains:
The term Gnosticism is derived from the ordinary Greek word for
knowledge (gnosis). The second century sects claimed to possess a
special “knowledge” which transcended the simple faith of the Church.
But in fact their knowledge was not of a philosophical or intellectualist
character, but rather a knowledge of the nature and destiny of man,
especially Gnostic man, based on a grandiose revelation about the
origin of the world which explained how evil came into being and how
one should act to gain deliverance from it…the world was in the iron
control of evil powers whose home was in the seven planets, and after
death the elect soul would be faced by a perilous journey through the
planetary spheres back to its heavenly home. Much time was therefore
devoted to learning the correct magic passwords and the most potent
amulets, which would enable the delivered soul to force the monstrous
powers barring the ascent to open their doors and allow him to pass
onward and upward to the realm of light.
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V.

Conclusion

Christian faith had many early enemies, both outside of the Church and within
its own fold. However, periodic persecution from the State, while causing
many to fall, steeled the resolve of the Church to persevere in the midst of
suffering. The apologists mounted a vigourous defense of the faith, rebutting
unfounded rumours and answering the false teaching of Gnosticism. In
coming years, greater challenges lay ahead, especially as related to
understanding the nature of Jesus Christ, the “God-Man,” but for now, the
Church had weathered the storm. It was well-positioned to move from a
minority religion to the dominant faith of the Roman Empire.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Activity: Questions for small group discussion
1. The lapsi – Imagine that your country was taken over by a dictator. He
orders that his portrait be put up in every public building, and that all citizens
must make a sacrifice to his image, or else be killed. As a pastor, you are
convinced that to do so would be a form of idolatry. You go into hiding, but
some of your church people are afraid, and make the sacrifice. Later, the
dictator is killed, and your church begins holding Sunday a.m. worship again.
On the first Sunday, you hear a commotion. One of your board members
refuses to sit on the bench next to another member. “Why should I sit next to
them?” he asks. “I saw him sacrifice to the photo of the President.” The
member admits it is true, but says that he is truly sorry, and that Jesus has
forgiven him. All eyes turn to you, as the pastor, to make a decision. What
will you do? Will you allow the member to worship with everyone?
2. The apologists – We saw that Justin Martyr, Tertullian and others
responded to the rumours that many circulated about Christians. Are there
any false ideas about Christians that circulate today? If you were to write an
apologetic treatise for Christians in Africa today, what topics would you
address? How would you convince someone who has been misinformed of the
truth?
3. Gnosticism today – Gnosticism taught that God is remote, and could
only create through intermediate beings. Do you see any relationship between
Gnostic thinking and African views of God and how we relate to Him? How
might too much emphasis upon demons and angels begin to resemble Gnostic
thought? In what way does the doctrine of the Holy Spirit help us keep our
thinking from becoming Gnostic?
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Lesson 3 – Early Christian belief, worship, and practice
See A Lion Handbook The History of Christianity, pp. 101-136

“Marcion’s scissors always slip.”
I.

Marcion and the Question of the Old Testament
- Morris Weigelt, former professor of New Testament, Nazarene
Theological Seminary, Kansas City, Missouri

I.

Introduction

II.

Is Jesus God?
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In the end, it was affirmed that Jesus is fully God and fully human.

What were some of the wrong answers eventually discarded by the Church?
•

_______________

•

______________

•

_______________

The Nicene Creed
(dated around AD 374)
We believe in one God the Father All-Sovereign, make of heaven and
earth, and all things visible and invisible;
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, Begotten of
the Father before all ages, Light of Light, true God of true God, begotten
not made, of one substance with the Father, through whom all things were
made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from the heavens,
and was made flesh of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, and became
man, and was crucified for us under Pontius Pilate, and suffered and was
buried, and rose again on the third day according to the Scriptures, and
ascended into the heavens, and sitteth at the right hand of the Father, and
cometh again with glory to judge living and dead, of whose kingdom there
shall be no end:
And in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and the Life-giver, that proceedeth from
the Father+, who with Father and Son is worshipped together and glorified
together, who spake thorugh the prophets:
In one holy Catholic and Apostolic Church:
We acknowledge one baptism unto remission of sins. We look for a
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the age to come.
+ later versions add: “and the Son”

- in Bettenson and Maunder, 28-29
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Conclusion

III.

Origen: Prominent early Christian theologian

The following is an article is by Everett Ferguson, and appears in the Lion
Handbook, p. 107.

Origen was the greatest scholar and the most prolific author of the
early church. He was not only a profound thinker but also deeply
spiritual and a loyal churchman.
Origen was born into a Christian family in Alexandria about AD 185. He
became a teacher, first of new converts, and later of more advanced
students. Origen, who lead a very ascetic life, was forced to move to
Caesarea, in Palestine, because of the antagonism of Bishop Demetrius
of Alexandria. Origen travelled widely in response to invitations to
mediate in church disputes, or to speak in front of prominent people.
His death in AD 254 was the result of injuries inflicted during the
persecution under the Emperor Decius.
Origen produced the Hexapla, the greatest piece of biblical scholarship
in the early church. It put in parallel columns the Hebrew text of the
Old Testament, a Greek transliteration, the Greek translations by
Aquila, Symmachus and Theodotian, and the Septuagint. Origen made
the Hexapla the basis for his interpretations of the Old Testament. His
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church sermons and massive biblical commentaries illustrated his
theory that there are three levels of meaning in any biblical text: the
literal sense, the moral application to the soul, and the allegorical or
spiritual sense, referring to the mysteries of the Christian faith.
Origen’s major work on theology, First Principles, attempted to present
the fundamental Christian doctrines systematically: God, Christ, the
Holy Spirit, creation, the soul, free will, salvation and the Scriptures.
Origen first tried to set out clearly the faith expressed in the church,
and then to clarify and draw out what was only implicit in the faith.

Exhortation to Martyrdom and Prayer are examples of Origen’s writing
on the Christian life. Against Celsus was his one major writing against
pagan criticisms of Christianity.
Origen tried to express Christian faith in terms of the prevailing
Platonic philosophical ideas of his time. Some of his speculations, for
example about the pre-existence of souls and universal salvation, were
repudiated by the church, and helped bring about his later
condemnation. But Greek Christian theology continued to be concerned
with the problem which Origen tackled – the relationship of philosophy
and the Christian tradition.
Questions
1. True or false: One of Origen’s problems was that he never attended
church.
2. How did Origen die?
3. What does Ferguson call “the greatest piece of biblical scholarship in the
early Church”?
4. Describe the format of Origen’s work, First Principles.
5. Give an example of a doctrine espoused by Origen that the Church later
rejected.

IV.

Early Christian worship and practice

21

V.

Conclusion

The early Church wrestled with many issues, including the authority of the
Old Testament and their understanding of Christ’s nature. Great theologians,
like Origen, systematized Christian doctrine, presenting in a way that was
winsome to those inquiring about the faith. Origen and other Christians
celebrated weekly times of worship, moments of joyous thanksgiving as they
recognized God’s resurrection power at-work in their lives. With time, the
attractiveness of the Gospel and the exemplary lives of Christ followers would
win over even the most hardened of skeptics, making Christianity the
predominant religion of the Roman Empire.
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Activity: Questions for small group discussion
1. Jesus is God – The early Church long debated the relationship of the
divinity and humanity of Jesus. Talk about how Christianity would be different
today if they Council of Nicaea has sided with Arius, that Jesus was like God,
but was not God. Be ready to present to the larger group a summary of your
findings.
2. The Old Testament – Marcion argued that the Old Testament should not
be considered part of the Christian’s Bible. While we rightfully criticize
Marcion, is it possible that in our practice as preachers, we are closer to
Marcion than we would like to admit? Examine your own preaching practice.
When was the last time you preached out of an Old Testament passage?
Come up with a practical strategy for how we can make the teachings of the
Old Testament come alive in our churches. What practical steps can we take
to make sure the important contribution of the Old Testament is not
neglected?
3. Baptism and the Lord’s Supper – In the Church of the Nazarene, we
practice “open communion,” meaning that the choice of whether to take
communion lies with the person receiving it, as long as they are repentant
and willing to celebrate it in a respectful manner, regardless of age. (See the
Manual of the Church of the Nazarene for further clarification). This is in
contrast with the early Church, that allowed only baptized Christians to
participate. What disadvantages do you see with our current practice? What
advantages, on the other hand, does open communion give? How is this
question related to sacraments as a “means of grace”?
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Section 2:
Acceptance and Conquest (AD 325 to 600)
See A Lion Handbook The History of Christianity, pp. 138-223

Lesson 4 – Diocletian, Constantine and the Christian Empire

“By this conquer.”
- Words that the future Emperor, Constantine, saw in the
noonday sky, next to a sign of the Cross; in response to his
prayer to the “Supreme God”
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I.

Persecution under Diocletian

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Digging Deeper: Agnes of Rome

During the time of Dicoletion at Rome, a young girl, only twelve or thirteen
years old, was turned into the authorities. Likely, this was because she
refused the advances of young boys, and this a time when girls were often
married very young (see Christian History Magazine,
www.christianhistorytimeline.com/ DAILYF/2003/01/daily-01-21-2003.shtml).
Presumably, one of the young boys reported her to authorities, out of anger.
The judge ordered her to sacrifice to the pagan gods. Agnes refused to pour a
libation to the idols, instead making the sign of the cross. Ambrose of Milan
reports that she was stripped naked (Ibid.). Prudentius reports that the judge,
at wits end to know what to do with the girl, sent her to a whorehouse (New
Advent Encyclopedia, http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/01214a.htm).
Throughout her debacle, she remained innocent, and maintained her purity.
In the end, young Agnes was put to death by the sword. This execution
shocked the common people, who were unaccustomed to seeing young girls
put to death for their Christian faith (Christian History Magazine, Ibid.).
Shortly afterward, the Church began honoring her for her bravery, and today,
the Feast of St. Agnes is celebrated annually on January 21. In art, she is
often pictured with a lamb, the symbol of her purity.
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Discussion
1. Where did Agnes live? How old was she?
2. Why was Agnes brought before the authorities?
3. What did Agnes do instead of pouring a libation to the gods?
4. What did the exasperated judge do to try to break Agnes?
5. On what day is the Feast of St. Agnes celebrated annually?
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
II.

Constantine’s conversion and consolidation of power

Constantine commanded his soldiers to put the sign on their shields:

The Chi Rho (or “Labarum”) Cross
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III.

Constantine and the Church

What was Constantine’s overall impact? Justo Gonzalez (pp. 124-28) outlines
several aspects.
1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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Digging deeper: Athanasius of Alexandria
AD 300-73
Constantine had hoped to unify his Empire by promoting Christianity. He was
disappointed to find, however, that a great theological controversy (Arianism)
threatened to tear the Church apart. To settle the question, he convened a
Council of bishops that met in Nicea in AD 325, a Council at which Athanasius
was to play a pivotal role.

The following essay, by Everett Ferguson, is taken from The Lion’s Handbook,
p. 145.

Athanasius (about 300-73) is one of the giants of Christian history because
of his part in defining the doctrine of the Trinity in the Arian struggles.
As a deacon of the church at Alexandria, Athanasius accompanied his
bishop, Alexander, to the Council of Nicaea in 325. He succeeded
Alexander as bishop in 328. Changing political fortunes due to the
involvement of the Emperor in the affairs of the church resulted in
Athanasius being exiled five times (335-37, to Trier in Gaul; 339-46, when
he went to Rome; 356-61, when he lived among the monks in the Egyptian
desert; 362-63 and 365-66 in concealment in Egypt). Athanasius’ flock
stayed loyal to him and each time he was welcomed back from exile.
On the Incarnation, (335-37, but dated by some as early as 318) sets out
Athanasius’ basic theological viewpoint. Christ “was made human that we
might become divine.” This concern for salvation motivated Athanasius as
he argued against Arius and his followers. The Arians said that Christ was a
created being, made by God before time. Athanasius argued that if Christ
was less than God then he could not be our saviour. Only God could
restore the human race to communion with himself. For this reason he
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defended Nicaea’s definition of Christ as of the same substance with God,
and Nicaea’s rejection of Arianism.
Most of Athanasius’ writings are aimed at opposing Arianism, dealing with
it historically, doctrinally, or from Scripture. Athanasius stood like a rock in
defence of the creed adopted at Nicaea. His personality, preaching and
writings did more than anything to achieve victory for the Nicene position.
His zeal made him uncompromising – even harsh – in dealing with
opponents, and slow to recognize good in those he disagreed with.
Athanasius’ Life of Antony did much to promote monasticism by praising
the life of the desert ascetics. Athanasius found echoes of his own
experiences and emotions in the psalms (Letter to Marcellinus) and helped
to introduce the personal devotional use of the psalms which Christians
have ever since adopted. His Easter Letter 39 (367) is the earliest witness to
the twenty-seven-book New Testament canon.
Questions
1. According to the Ferguson, why is Athanasius considered “one of the giants
of Christian history”?

2. Athanasius said that “Christ was made human so that we might become
divine.” He did not believe that we would become beings with attributes of
divinity, such as omnipotence or omnipresence. So what do you think
Athanasius meant? (Hint: think of the biblical doctrine of holiness).

3. What did the Arians argue was the nature of Christ? Why did Athanasius
argue against this idea?
4. What was Athanasius’ opinion of monasticism?3

5. What was Athanasius’ achievement in relation to the psalms?

IV.

Conclusion

Under the Emperor, Dicoletian, the Church suffered tremendous persecution.
However, when Constantine became Emperor, he converted to the Christian
faith. Where they once had been forced to worship underground, Christians
now became favoured subjects of the Roman Empire. With its new status, the
faith faced new challenges, including the temptations of power and influence.
In the next lesson, we will examine one strong reaction to the comfortable

3

See the next lesson in this book for more information on monasticism.
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relationship between the State and the Church, namely, the rise of
monasticism.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Activity: Questions for small group discussion

1. The State, the Church and military language – When Constantine had
his vision of the Cross and ordered his soldiers to emblazon the Chi Rho on
their shields, he implied that Christ was on his side in the battle. What do you
think when political leaders use Christian imagery when waging war? Further,
is it ever appropriate for the Church to use military language as it seeks to
fulfill its mission? Discuss these two issues in the light of Scripture.
2. Persecution, or acceptance? – Consider the Church while it was still
persecuted, then after it was favoured by Constantine. Is the Church in
greater danger when its members can be killed for being Christian, or when
its members are closely aligned with the government? What are the
disadvantages and advantages of each situation? Can God use our
relationships with those in power to help advance the Church?
3. Church buildings – We saw that the early Church had no buildings until
the time that Constantine extended toleration to Christianity. Despite this
seeming limitation, Christianity grew quickly in numbers, though it only met in
homes or cemeteries. In your experience, does the Church grow more slowly
or more quickly when its efforts are focused on buildings for worship? What
are some of the advantages of having church buildings? Disadvantages? Is it
wrong to have beautiful buildings that are expensive? After all, cannot a wellconstructed building, complete with artwork inside, also give glory to God?
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Lesson 5 – Church Structure and the Rise of Monasticism

I.

Introduction
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II.

Leadership: Preparing God’s people for works of service

A. Paul’s Letter to the Ephesians

An apostle is…

A prophet is…

An evangelist is…

A pastor is…

A teacher is…

B. Leadership in the emerging Church

1) ____________ (Greek diaconos, meaning “minister” or “servant”
2) _____________(Greek presbyteros, meaning “priest”)
3) _____________ (Greek episcopos, meaning “overseer” or
“superintendent”) – see Acts 20:28
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Ignatius, Bishop of Antioch, was martyred for his faith

III.

Monasticism: a deeper commitment to Christ?

A. Two types of Christians?
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B. Forms of monasticism
1. ___________________ - “athletes of God”

2. ___________________ - monastic life in community

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Digging deeper:
Pachomius and communal monasticism

(The following excerpt is from Kenneth Latourette, in A History of Christianity,
1:227-28).
The son of pagan parents in Egypt, at the age of twenty Pachomius was for a
short time in the imperial army. There he was impressed with the thoughtful
kindness of Christians in bringing food and drink to the soldiers. Leaving the
army, he was given instruction in the faith, was baptized, and joined himself
to an ascetic. Some time afterwards he began a monastery, and it became so
popular that several others arose. Pachomius ruled over them from a central
monastery, and it became so popular that several others arose. As he was
dying he appointed a successor and the latter eventually chose a coadjutor
who succeeded him in office.
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Rules were gradually developed for the operation of the community. By the
end of the fourth century the Pachomian system was fairly mature and
stabilized. Each monastery was surrounded by a wall. Within this wall there
were the houses in which the monks dwelt, twenty-two to forty to a house,
and each with his own private cell. Every house had a common room for
meetings. Within each enclosure there were also a church, a refectory, a
library, a kitchen, a bakery, a store house for food, various workshops, and an
infirmary. All the monasteries were under a superior-general or archimandrite
who appointed his own successor. He visited them, made rules for them, and
to each named one of the monks as resident head. In each house was placed,
so far as possible, those with the same type of work. In every house the
monks were ranked by order of seniority. Dress was prescribed and was very
simple. All who applied were admitted if they were willing to keep the rules,
but full membership was given only after a probation of three years.
Each day had its regular times for group prayers by houses. The Eucharist
was celebrated twice a week. Twice a year there were assemblies of all the
monks, and at one of these the custom was to forgive any of the others who
had done him an injury. Monks slept three in a cell and in a sitting, not a
recumbent position. Study and memorization of passages from the Bible were
required of all and the illiterate were taught to read. Manual labour was also
compulsory, partly in the weaving of rushes into mats and baskets for sale
and partly for the supply of the physical needs of the community. Extreme
asceticism was discouraged, although some of the monks followed a very
austere diet or might greatly curtail their hours of sleep. There wre two meals
a day, and flesh and wine were forbidden. Twice a week there were
community fasts. Strict obedience to their superiors was required by all, and
there were punishments for the disorderly. Chastity and poverty were
compulsory. Gossip was forbidden and conversation was supposed to be
limited to spiritual subjects. Each monastery had between two and three
hundred monks and the total by the time of the death of Pachomius is said to
have been three thousand.
Questions
1. How do you think that Pachomius’ service in the military might have
influenced his later views of monasticism?
2. How many monks lived together in one house?
3. Describe how the monks slept.
4. True of false: Monks could talk about whatever they wanted.
5. What role did prayer and fasting play in community life?
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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IV.

Conclusion

The early Church gradually developed a system of supervision that included
deacons, priests, and bishops. As persecution lessened and (under
Constantine) disappeared, the Church was in greater danger of conforming to
the standards of the world. Monasticism grew up in part as a response to the
desire of many to live a simpler life of greater devotion to Christ and – in the
case of its communal form – service to others. Though monasticism did not
always attain these high ideals, monasteries became safe places that, in the
troubled times to come, preserved the treasures of ancient learning that
otherwise would have been lost.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Activity – questions for small group discussion
1. A place for celibacy? – In the monasteries, celibacy was required of all
monks. Read 1 Cor. 7:32-35. What are the disadvantages of marriage as
enumerated by Paul? Is there a place for voluntary celibacy in the Church of
the Nazarene? In your experience, are congregations open to having a single
pastor? Are there other specialized places of service in the church where
being single would be an advantage?
2. Roles of ministry – Review the roles of ministry, as laid out by Paul in
Ephesians 4:11-13. Are all roles present and functioning well in the Church of
the Nazarene in Africa? Is it necessary for all these functions to be filled by an
ordained minister? How can lay people in the church assist, to make sure that
all these “works of service” are happening in the church?
3. “athletes of God” – Often, it is young people in the Church who are most
zealous for God. This was obvious in the life of Pachomius. Think about some
of the specific ways that we can channel the youthful energy in our churches.
Come up with three ideas that a pastor could give a young person who
expresses a desire to “go deeper” with God.
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Lesson 6 – Frumentius, Chrysostom, and Augustine

An ancient Roman merchant ship
I.

The Ethiopian Adventure of Edesius and Frumentius
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II.

John Chrysostom, the “Golden Mouth”
“Again Herodius raves, again she dances, again she demands John’s
head on a charger.”

- John of Antioch, condemning Eudoxia, the wife
of the Emperor, from the pulpit, for having set
up a silver statue of herself near Saint Sophia
church in Constantinople

What was Chrysostom like? Henry Chadwick (p. 188) summarizes his style of
ministry:
John was ascetic, aloof, energetic, and outspoken to the point of
indiscretion, especially when he became excited in the pulpit. None of
these qualities made him easy to live with in a sophisticated and
affluent city. The rich resented as a personal affront his socialist
sermons explaining that private property existed only as a result of
Adam’s fall, or pillorying those who cared nothing for the beggars at
their door and wanted only to own fine houses with hundreds of
servants and lavatories of gold. He offended the men by repeatedly
proclaiming that a woman had as much right to demand fidelity of her
husband as a man had of his wife. His unsparing sarcasms about
feminine luxuries, delivered in the scathing tradition of Juvenal or
Seneca, were not relished by ladies of high fashion.
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III.

Augustine of Hippo: From wayward son to theological giant

The young Augustine and his mother, Monica
Sources: Justo Gonzalez, 207-16; David Wright, Lion Handbook, 206-7

Who was Pelagius? _____________________________________________
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Augustine represents the last of the great theologians who wrote before the
Roman Empire crumbled in the West. His influence is enduring, both for
Protestant and Roman Catholic thinkers.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Digging deeper:

Tolle, Lege – Take up and read

In Confessions VIII.12, Augustine gives the circumstances of his conversion:
I probed the hidden depths of my soul and wrung its pitiful secrets from it,
and when I gathered them all before the eyes of my heart, a great storm
broke within me, bringing with it a great deluge of tears…For I felt that I was
still enslaved by my sins, and in my misery I kept crying, “How long shall I go
on saying, ‘Tomorrow, tomorrow?’ Why not now? Why not make an end of
my ugly sins at this moment?”
I was asking myself these questions, weeping all the while with the most
bitter sorrow in my heart, when all at once I heard the sing-song voice of a
child in a nearby house. Whether it was the voice of a boy or a girl I cannot
say, but again and again it repeated the chorus, “Take it and read, take it and
read.” At this I looked up, thinking hard whether there was any kind of game
in which children chant words like these, but I could not remember hearing
them before. I stemmed my flood of tears and stood up, telling myself that
this could only be God’s command to open my book of Scripture and read the
first passage on which my eyes should fall. For I had heard the story of
Antony, and I remembered how he had happened to go into a church while
the Gospel was being read and had taken it as an instruction addressed to
himself when he heard the words, “Go home and sell all that belongs to you,
give it to the poor, and so the treasure you have shall be in heaven; then
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come back and follow me.” By this message from God he had at once been
converted.
So I hurried back to the place where Alypius was sitting, for when I stood up
to move away I had put down the book containing Paul’s Letters. I seized it
and opened it, and in silence I read the first passage on which my eyes fell:
“No orgies or drunkenness, no immorality or indecency, no fighting or
jealousy. Take up the weapons of the Lord Jesus Christ and stop giving
attention to your sinful nature, to satisfy its desires.” I had no wish to read
more and no need to do so. For in an instant, as I came to the end of the
sentence, it was as though the light of faith flooded into my heart and all the
darkness of doubt was dispelled.
-- source: Lion’s Handbook, p. 208
Questions
1. Why was Augustine so troubled?
2. What did the sing-song voice of a boy or girl say again and again?
3. As Augustine pondered the meaning of the words said by the child, of
whose story did he think?
4. What did Augustine decide to read?
5. How does the story end?
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
IV.

Conclusion

Frumentius was powerfully used of God to spread the Gospel in Ethiopia.
Meanwhile, as the strength and stability of the Roman Empire in the West
faded, like an aging tree, it sent out a new “shoot” of life in the East,
especially around Constantinople. Here, John of Antioch practiced a
controversial but effective ministry, especially from the pulpit. Likewise, God
turned Augustine, a wayward young man, into a honoured vessel, making of
him a theological giant whose influence endures to this day.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Activity – Questions for small group discussion

1. Frumentius and the providence of God – We saw that the boy,
Frumentius, and his brother, Edesius, suffered a terrible tragedy when they
lost their uncle in the massacre of the ship’s crew. Somehow, God turned a
catastrophe into an opportunity for evangelism and the Church was planted in
Ethiopia. What other stories from the Bible show that God is sovereign, and
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can use things that others meant for evil for His good? Share stories in the
group of things that happened in your life that seemed bad at the time, but
out of which God brought something very good. Be ready to share the best
story with the whole class.

2. Bold, or foolish? – John of Antioch, after his death, was renamed John
Chyrostom, the “Golden Mouth.” An eloquent preacher, he nonetheless stirred
up much opposition by what he sometimes said from the pulpit. How does a
Nazarene preacher today remain faithful to preach what the Holy Spirit is
moving him or her to say, yet at the same time, avoid stirring up controversy
that can be damaging to the church? How does one combine the fire of John
the Baptist with the gentle reassurances of Barnabas, the “son of
encouragement”? Besides preaching, what other tools does the pastor have at
his or her disposal to address sin within the church?

3. Monica, the mother who would not give up – How important is it for
us to pray for our unsaved loved ones? Think of the life of Monica. Besides
prayer, what else did she do to help gently draw her son, Augustine, to
Christ? What other things can African parents do today to help bring a
wayward son or daughter back into the fold? What actions that would chase
them further away from Christ and the Church should we avoid ?
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Section 3:
A Christian Society (AD 600-1500)
Lesson 7 – The West in Crisis
I.

Division of the Western Roman Empire

II.

Benedictine monasticism and the Papacy

A. Benedict of Nursia (480-547)
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Digging Deeper:
Rule of St. Benedict

Note: Benedict saw the common mealtime as a wonderful opportunity for
learning. In this passage from the Rule, he talks about the reader:
XXXVIII. Of the weekly Reader. – At the meal times of the brothers there
should always be reading; no one may dare to take up the book at random
and begin to read there; but he who is about to read for the whole week shall
begin his duties on Sunday. And, entering upon his office after Mass and
Communion, he shall ask to pray for him, that God may avert from him the
spirit of elation. And this verse shall be said in the oratory three times by all,
he however beginning it: “O Lord, open Thou my lips, and my mouth shall
show forth Thy praise.’ And thus, having received the benediction, he shall
enter upon his duties as a reader. And there shall be the greatest silence at
table, so that no whispering or any voice save the reader’s may be heard. And
whatever is needed, in the way of food, the brethren shall pass to each other
in turn, so that no one need ask for anything. But if anything shall be wanted
let him ask for it by means of a sign rather than by speech…

- Bettenson and Maunder, p. 133
Questions
1. Why do you think that Benedict had reading done during the meal?
2. A Beninese proverb says: “The mouth that eats does not talk.” Is your
African tradition the same? Would Benedict’s practice of having only one
person read while others eat be a helpful devotional aid in the homes of our
Nazarene families?
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3. Why do you think that Benedict allowed for only one reader each week,
rather than changing readers each day?
4. What is the “spirit of elation”?
5. How were those who wanted something passed to them at table supposed
to communicate, rather than talking?

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
B. The Papacy and Gregory the Great

What is the “Petrine theory” ? 4 ____________________________________
______________________________________________________________

Gregory the Great
4

Protestants view the “rock” upon which Christ promised to build his Church
as being not Peter himself, but his confession that Jesus is the Christ, the Son
of the living God.
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J.-M. Nicole (Précis de l’Histoire de l’Église, 81-82) summarizes the
accomplishments and theological developments of Gregory’s papacy:
1.

2.

Listen to:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dlr90NLDp-0

3.

4.

5.

Summary

44

III.

The Carolingian Renaissance: AD 800-814

It is not possible to adequately summarize in this short space the political
ups-and-downs of the various rulers in the West. However, one individual
stands above the others. This person was Charlemagne (AD 742-814).

What were his contributions to the improvement of the Church? Kenneth
Latourette (pp. 356-57) explains:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
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IV.

Conclusion

With the crumbling of the Roman Empire in the West, people looked
increasingly to the Church as a force for stability. Benedictine monasticism
and an increasingly strong Papacy were two forces for calm in the midst of
the storm. Later, the rule of Charlemagne helped strengthen the Church,
improving its administration and raising the educational level of the clergy.
Meanwhile, in the East, the Empire continued, and it is to this continuation
that our course now turns.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Activity – Small group discussion

1. The Church during political instability – In our lesson, we saw how
Pope Pelagius and Gregory worked together (with others) to assist during
times of social upheaval. Likewise, in Africa, there are frequently violent
changes in government that cause great stress. What are some practical
things that Nazarenes can do at that time to bring relief to those most
affected? What can we do to make sure our members become part of the
solution during times of crisis, and not part of the problem?

2. A place of quiet refuge – The Bible teaches that “the prayer of a
righteous man is powerful and effective” (James 5:16). One advantage of the
monasteries was that they provide a place where the ministry of prayer could
go forward, no matter what was happening on the outside. What can we as
Nazarenes to do make sure that in our church buildings we provide quiet
places where our people can come to pray? Are there other things that we
can do to promote a prayer ministry among us?

3. Education – One of the enduring contributions of Charlemagne was the
emphasis that he placed upon education. In the same way, the Church of the
Nazarene believes in the importance of education for our people. What is the
educational level of the average member of your local church? Think together
in your group of one thing that you could do this year to raise the educational
level of the people in your church. N.B. -- Make sure that your idea does not
depend upon outside money, but can be supported by the income of your
own members.
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Lesson 8 – The Eastern Church and the Iconoclastic Controversy
I.

Introduction

II.

Characteristics of the Eastern Church

Hagia Sophia, built by Emperor Justinian (AD 527-65), was first a Cathedral, then
later became a mosque. It is now a museum in Istanbul, Turkey.
[Image credit: Sloppy Steven, on Flickr]

Eastern Orthodoxy is sometimes called “The Church of the Seven Councils”
(Ibid., 248). Timothy Ware in his book, The Orthodox Church, gives a listing
of these “General Councils” (see pp. 28-39):
1.
2.
3.
4.

_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________

5. _____________________
6. _____________________
7. _____________________
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One important doctrinal difference between Roman Catholicism and
Orthodoxy is the question of the ________________.

III.

Controversy over icons
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Digging Deeper: Definition of the Second Council of Nicaea, AD 787

John of Damascus, whose logic on the acceptability of icons won the day
…Proceeding as it were on the royal road and following the divinely inspired
teaching of our holy Fathers, and tradition of the Catholic Church (for we
know that this tradition is of the Holy Spirit which dwells in the Church), we
define, with all care and exactitude, that the venerable and holy images are
set up in just the same way as the figure of the precious and life-giving cross;
painted images, and those in mosaic and those of other suitable material, in
the holy churches of God, on holy vessels and vestments, on walls and in
pictures, in houses and by the roadsides; images of our Lord and God and
Saviour Jesus Christ and of our undefiled Lady, the holy God-bearer, and of
the honourable angels, and of all the saintly and holy men. For the more
continually these are observed by means of such representations, so much
more will the beholders be aroused to recollect the originals and to long after
them, and to pay to the images the tribute of an embrace and a reverence of
honour, not to pay to them the actual worship which is according to our faith,
and which is proper only to the divine nature: but as to the figure of the
venerable and life-giving cross, and to the holy Gospels and to the other
sacred monuments, so to those images to accord the honour of incense and
oblation of lights, as it has been the pious custom on antiquity. For the
honour paid to the images passes to its original, and he that adores and
image adores in it the person depicted thereby…
- Source: Bettenson and Maunder, pp. 102-3
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Activity
Write two sentences below in your own words that summarize the Council’s
ruling.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
IV.

Conclusion

Despite the political instability that followed the crumbling of the Roman
Empire in the West, in the East, the Church continued to thrive. Organized
around major “sees,” the Church was administered by Patriarchs (bishops)
who sometimes were called to General Councils to decide questions of
doctrinal controversy. While the disagreement over icons raged for much of
the 8th century, it was decided in favour of those who found images useful for
Christian devotion. In the next lesson, we will look at great Middle Age
thinkers in the Church as well as the misguided warriors who forever changed
the relationship between Christianity and Islam.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Activity – Group discussion (all together, or in small groups)
Are you in favor or opposed to the use of paintings or other images in
Christian worship or in our homes? Do you agree with Emperor Leo III that
using such icons is a form of idolatry? If so, how do you answer those who
say that pictures are an aid to conversion, in the same way that showing the
“Jesus” film makes the story come alive? Is it possible to use icons without
them becoming an idol? What place does art have in the Church of the
Nazarene in Africa?
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Lesson 9 – The Crusades, Catherine of Siena, and Thomas Aquinas
I.

The Cross vs. the Crescent: 1095-12915

A. Augustine and the theory of “just war”
In his massive God’s War: A New History of the Crusades (Penguin, 2006),
Christopher Tyerman outlines the four essential characteristics of a “just war”
as taught by Augustine of Hippo (p. 34):
1.
2.
3.
4.
5

This heading is suggested by Cairns, 212.
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B. The First Crusade: AD 1095-99

Robert, a monk at Reims, records parts of the speech and puts it in context
(J.-M. Nicole, 102-103):6
In the year 1095 of the incarnation of our Lord, a great Council was
celebrated in Auvergne, in the village named Clermont. Pope Urban II,
accompanied by bishops and cardinals, presided. The Council was
notable for the crowds of French and Germans, including bishops and
princes, and after having addressed some ecclesiastical questions, the
Pope went out to a large place because no building could hold the
huge crowds. The Pope spoke to all in a persuasive manner and with
much eloquence in these terms: “People of France, people from
beyond the mountains, people loved and chosen by God, you have
distinguished yourselves among the nations by the situation in your
countries, by the Catholic faith and by the honour of the Holy Church;
it’s to you that our speech is addressed…Sad news comes to us from
the territory of Jerusalem and from Constantinople. A people from the
kingdom of Persia, a cursed people, a foreign people, a people
alienated from God, has invaded the lands of the Christians, has
depopulated them by the sword, by robbery and fire, has overturned
from top to bottom the churches of God, and has given them over to
the rites of their religion.
The Greek empire has already been mutilated by them, its means
taken away. To whom falls the task, then, of exercising vengeance, of
taking back these lands, if not to you, to whom God has given more
than to other nations military glory, moral courage, bodily agility, and
the ability to humble the heads of those who resist you? Be
encouraged by the great deeds of your predecessors, by the piety and
grandeur of Charlemagne and his son Louis, and other kings, who
destroyed the Turkish realms and enlarged the frontiers of the Holy
Church. Think especially of the Holy Sepulchre of our Lord under the
control of impure people, who dirty without respect the holy places by
their impurity. Courageous soldiers, descendants of invincible families,
do not lose these things, but remember the virtues of your ancestors.
6

Translation from the French by G. Crofford
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If the love of your children, of your relatives, of your spouses keeps
you from acting, remember what our Lord says in the Gospel: “He who
loves his father or his mother more than me is not worthy of me, and
he who loves his son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me.”
Give yourselves to this path, for the forgiveness of your sins, sure of
the incorruptible glory of the kingdom of heaven.
With these words and others like it, the Pope finished his speech, and
he provoked in all those who were there such a united spirit that they
cried together: “God wills it, God wills it.”

C. Other crusades

II.

Francis of Assisi
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At the same time that some were clamouring for war, others re-emphasized
the peaceful nature of Christian faith. Francis of Assisi (1182-1226) is wellknown for his prayer:

Lord, make me an instrument of your peace.
Where there is hatred, let me sow love;
where there is injury, pardon;
where there is doubt, faith;
where there is despair, hope;
where there is darkness, light;
where there is sadness, joy;
O Divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek
to be consoled as to console;
to be understood as to understand;
to be loved as to love.
For it is in giving that we receive;
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned;
and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. Amen.
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III.

Catherine of Siena

Many believe that Catherine of Siena anticipated the work done in the 20th

century by Mother Teresa of Calcutta
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III.

Thomas Aquinas

Thomas Aquinas
In his many-volume work, Summa Theologica, Aquinas lays down the _____
___________which are _______________________________.

IV.

Conclusion

The Crusades were an attempt to take back from Muslims holy places that
had fallen into their hands. Unfortunately, the Crusades came to symbolize
the opposite of the Gospel message, which is love of neighbour. Catherine of
Siena demonstrated such a love through a life of devotion to the poor and
sick. For his part, Thomas Aquinas devoted himself to God through theology,
leaving a legacy of Christian reflection for generations to come. In the next
chapter, we will examine others, especially those who prepared the way for
what would come to be known as the Protestant Reformation.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Activity – Small group discussion questions

1. A “just war” ? – Before the time of Constantine, Christians never joined
the army, considering it a contradiction to Jesus’ peaceful teachings. Later,
Augustine laid down the four characteristics of a “just war.” What do you
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think of his conditions? Are they persuasive? Is it possible to demonstrate love
to one’s neighbour through war? What about when one is attacked? Are
Christians forbidden to defend themselves?

2. The “bride of Christ” – From a young age, Catherine of Siena considered
herself the bride of Christ. In the New Testament, it the Church itself,
however, that is considered to be Christ’s bride (see Ephesians 5:25-27).
What are some of the advantages you see in Catherine’s early commitment to
live as Christ’s bride? What disadvantages might there be by accepting this
idea? On the other hand, if the Church is Christ’s bride, what ramifications
might that have regarding upholding high standards of holiness in the
Church?
3. Riches and Christianity – Francis of Assisi was convinced that Christ
was calling him to give up the privileges of his birth and live a life of poverty,
in service to the poor. Do you think that God calls all Christians to such a life?
If yes, defend your response. If no, explain why not. What temptations might
both great riches and great poverty present to the Christian?
4. Argument from design – What do you think of Aquinas’ argument that
God must exist, since we see design in nature? Can you think of other
examples of design besides the ones mentioned in the lesson? How would
you answer an atheist who points to floods, volcanoes and hurricanes as
indications that nature is random, without a Designer?

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Lesson 10 – An Age of Unrest: Seeds of Reform in the Church
I.

The Great Schism
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II.

Savonarola, Preacher of Moral Reform

This article, by Robert G. Clouse, was taken from the Lion’s Handbook,
p. 340.

Savonarola
“At the carnival in Florence in 1496, Savonarola inspired the ‘burning of the
vanities’ when the people made a great bonfire of cosmetics, false hair,
pornographic books and gambling equipment.” -- Clouse
Girolamo Savonarola (1452-98) was an Italian preacher of reform who was
executed for his activities. Born in Ferrara, Italy, he studied humanism and
medicine, but renounced these pursuits to become a Dominican in 1474. He
served in several north Italian cities and by 1491 was Prior of San Marco and
a popular preacher in Florence. His sermons warned of a great judgement
coming on the city, after which a golden age would arrive, when Florence
would unite all Italy in a just commonwealth. These predictions seemed to be
fulfilled when Charles VIII, king of France, invaded Italy and the Medici rulers
of Florence fled.
Under the new government, Savonarola rose to a position of power through
his preaching. He initiated tax reforms, aided the poor, reformed the courts,
and changed the city from a lax, corrupt, pleasure-loving place into a virtual
monastery. Having reformed Florence, he next denounced Pope Alexander VI
and the corrupt papal court. The quarrel which followed resulted in his
excommunication and the threat of an interdict against Florence. This
frightened the people and led to his execution.
Savonarola became a hero to many of the early Protestants, even though he
retained a Catholic theology. They saw in his opposition to the papacy a
useful example for them to follow. His success came at the height of the
Italian Renaissance; it demonstrates a deeply religious attitude among the
people of that era which is often overlooked.
Questions
1. In what country did Savonarola exercise his preaching ministry?
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2. What were his sermons like?
3. What did Savonarola do that upset the Pope?
4. Why did the people execute Savonarola?
5. To whom did Savonarola later become an example?
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
III.

The Inquisition in Spain

He that complies against his will
Is of the same opinion still.

- Samuel Butler, 1612-1680
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IV.

John Wyclif and John Hus

John Wyclif (1329-84) –

Jan (John) Hus
Jan (John) Hus (1373-1415) -
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V.

Conclusion

The several centuries leading to the Protestant Reformation were marked by
instability and corruption in the Church. Occasionally, misguided zeal against
heresy displayed itself, such as during the Spanish Inquisition. Nevertheless,
God raised up preachers like Savonorola, Wycliffe, and Hus to challenge His
people to a life of holiness. The foundation had been laid for a wider Reform
of the Church, a Reform that awaited the 16th century and a German monk by
the name of Martin Luther.7
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Activity – Small group discussion questions

1. Corruption in the Church – What are some of the things that happen in
the Church today that could be called “corruption”? What should a Nazarene
minister do who witnesses this? Is it easy to be like Savonarola? What might
some of the long-term consequences be for any church that refuses to
address corruption in its midst?

2. The Bible and the laity – Our lesson showed us that John Wyclif had a
heart to make the Bible available to the people. What are some of the things
in Africa today that make the Bible a closed book for our Nazarenes? Talk
about ideas for making the Bible more accessible and our people more
knowledgeable about Scripture.

3. Imposters – The Spanish Inquisition attempted to find out who the real
Christians were, and put many to death whom they found guilty of practicing
other faiths, people who nonetheless claimed to be Christians. In Africa, do
we have Nazarenes who say they are followers of Christ, but in secret, serve
other gods? What can we do – other than falling into the extremism of the
Inquisitors – to help our people leave behind the worship of false gods?

7

HE 202 – History of the Church 2 begins with the Protestant Reformation.
61

