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I.

Introducing the New Testament

There is nothing more important than to know the man Jesus. The New Testament is the book that makes
Him known! In the Gospels we discover that Jesus was more than a man. He was “God with us.”
(Matthew 1:23) The story of Jesus is not just another story. It is the story that has changed history.
The Old Testament is important because it points to Jesus. The New Testament is important because it reveals
Jesus. The Story of the New Testament is a study which can help you experience the story to the best
advantage. To be given an orange is wonderful. But to peel it and suck its sweetness is even better. Many
know there is supposed to be sweetness in the New Testament but they haven’t tasted it yet. Taste and see
how good the love story of all love stories is. There is a song the children sing: “Jesus loves me this I know, for
the Bible tells me so...” From the pages of the New Testament, we get the best news which has ever reached
our ears. “Jesus loves me!”

1.

The New Testament books - There are 27 books in the library collection called the New Testament.
They are all about Jesus. The first four are records of Jesus’ life each told from a different perspective.
This is followed by a history regarding the birth and expansion of the church. The other books are
letters Jesus’ apostles wrote to new Christians.

History
Matthew
Life of Jesus
Mark
Luke
John
History of the Church - Acts

Paul’s Letters

Letters
Romans
I & II Corinthians
Galatians
Ephesians
Philippians
Colossians
I & II Thessalonians
I & II Timothy
Titus
Philemon

Open Letters

Hebrews
James
I & II Peter
Jude

John’s Letters

I, II & III John
Revelation

As long as Jesus was here on earth, there was no need to write things down. They didn’t need a book
about Jesus. They had Jesus. Even after Jesus went back to heaven, those who had followed Him had
their memories of Him. But as the eyewitnesses of Jesus got older, it became urgent to get the story
written. Also, the converts to Christianity were so many and lived in every part of the world. There was
no way the eyewitnesses could be everywhere. It had to be written and copied and passed to the many
churches. Not only did the early churches collect records of Jesus’ life, they also treasured, copied and
passed to others any letters written by the apostles which carried the teaching of Jesus’ closest
followers. Everywhere these books were read, lives were changed! Today, we know this collection of
books to be the very Word of God. (I Corinthians 2:13)
2.
The New Testament History Periods The New Testament is very different from the Old
Testament. It covered more than 2,000 years of Jewish history. The New Testament does not even
cover 100 years. Why? There is no need to rush through a lot of history when you have arrived at the
main event. There are only three history periods in the New Testament.
a.

Life of Jesus – the main event of history! Matthew, Mark, Luke and John all tell the same story of
Jesus’ birth, life, death and resurrection. Many of the events, miracles and teachings are repeated
in two, three or all of the gospels. As you read in one gospel you can compare accounts of the
same event in the other gospels.
These are not normal biographies (life stories). Most such stories centre on the person’s life. In
these stories of Jesus, the writers spend the greatest amount of time talking about the last few
days of Jesus’ life and the events surrounding His death. The greatest moment of this love story is
that Jesus loved us so much, He died to free us from our sins so we could live forever! Rarely will a
man die for his friends but Jesus died for us while we were sinners, still His enemies. (Romans 5:8)

b.

Birth of the Church - There was no church in the Old Testament. The birth of the church came
when the Holy Spirit was poured out on those who believed in Jesus on the Day of Pentecost. In
one day believers increased from 120 to over 3,000. From that day on, the church has been a
powerful force in the world. Jesus had said, “I will build my church and the gates of hell will not
prevail against it.” In those early days the church grew rapidly. With Peter as the main character,
it is a story of great problems and great victories.

c.

Expansion of the Church – In Acts 1:8 Jesus said, “You will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, Judea,
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” What He said came true as His followers obeyed His
commands. Before the end of the first century A.D. the story of Jesus had spread to Africa, Asia

and Europe. Many of the apostles carried the good news throughout the world but the book of
Acts only follows the missionary trips of Paul.
The Letters in the New Testament collection contain letters of Paul, open letters which were
written to be circulated to many churches (they were not addressed to a specific person or place),
and letters of John. The history we have of the expansion of the church forms the background for
most of Paul’s letters. We do not have the historical background for the other letters. Only what
is revealed in the letters themselves give us clues about the expansion of the church which they
represent. The relations of the letters to the history can be visualized on the chart below:
History Periods
Life of Jesus
Birth of the Church
Expansion of the Church

Letters

Paul’s Letters
Open Letters
John’s Letters

This means when reading Acts you are reading about the very people to whom Paul wrote many of
his letters.
The Jesus Story has an ending. It is prophesied about in the New Testament. Jesus spoke about it
in John 14:3. “…I go and prepare a place for you. I will come back and take you to be with me that
you also may be where I am.” This is why we were created in the very beginning. We were made
for fellowship with God.
In the letter John wrote about his vision of Jesus, the book of Revelation, we get the end of the
love story. Jesus will defeat our enemy, Satan, forever. He will be put in the pit prepared for him.
And we, the loved of God, will be with Him forever. “Now the dwelling of God is with men, and He
will live with them. They will be His people, and God himself will be with them and be their God.
He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or crying or
pain, for the old order of things has passed away.” (Revelation 21:3-4)
This is a story we can all be part of. When you read the Jesus Story, you are reading your own
story for it is you He loves. It is you He came and died for. It is you who can someday have your
tears wiped away. It is you who can be pain-free. As you read the New Testament, read it with
thrill and delight knowing you will find your name there. The love story of all love stories is your
story!

Self - Test
1.

The number of New Testament books is ________________.

2.

The books telling the life of Jesus are M____________, M___________, L____________ and
J___________.

3. The book which tells the history of the early church is A___________.
4. What is an open letter?___________
5. The three periods of history in the New Testament are:
a._______________________
b._______________________
c._______________________
Search and Study
1.

Memorize the names of the books of the New Testament. Ask your teacher or a friend to test you by
calling out New Testament scripture references. If you know the order of the books well, you will be
able to find the references quickly.

2.

Write the titles of the missing New Testament books.
1. Matthew
2.
3.
4.
5. Acts
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.

15.
16.
17.
18.
19. Hebrews
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27. Revelation

2. Between the Testaments
You won’t read very far in the New Testament until you discover something strange. Who is Caesar?
Who are the Herods? Who are the Pharisees and the Sadducees? Why are the tax collectors always
grouped with sinners? (Matthew 9:10) Where did the Synagogues come from? Who are the Zealots? All
of these are new to anyone who has only studied the Old Testament. Are you in a different world? No.
You are still reading about the Jews. You still hear about Bethlehem and Jerusalem and other familiar
places. But something is different!
It is wrong to assume the New Testament begins where the Old Testament stops. In a sense, you are in a
different world. Not a different location on the map, but a different time setting. A very different point in
history! There is a span of 400 years between the Old and New Testaments and a lot had happened, a lot
had changed! We want to look at those changes.
1.

Changing World Powers At the close of the Old Testament, Persia was the ruling power in the world.
Jerusalem had Jewish governors but appointed by Persia. They were not free to rule themselves.
a.

The Greek Empire – In 334 B.C. the Greeks conquered Persia and with it all the lands held by
Persia including Palestine. The Greeks thoroughly imposed their culture on the world. Their love
of art, literature and philosophy spread everywhere. Their Olympic Games were held in every
major city including Jerusalem. But their greatest impact on the world was through the Greek
language. It became the common language everywhere. Most people spoke their own language
plus Greek. Even after the Greek Empire was no more, their language remained the commonly
spoken tongue. While the Old Testament was originally written in Hebrew, the New Testament
was written in Greek.

b.

The Roman Empire - Rome grew from a quiet village on the Italian peninsula to becoming the
ruling empire of the world. This happened slowly over a number of centuries. As the Greeks were
weakened by divisions, so Rome grew strong. Everywhere Rome went, it built roads. Roads and
“peace” were Rome’s gift to the world. Wherever there were wars or internal strife, Roman
armies went to establish “peace”. Their kind of peace was to enforce Roman rule. In 63 B.C. Rome
imposed its rule on Judea. Thus, when you open the pages of the New Testament, the setting is a
Greek speaking, Roman oppressed land. The story is dated by the decrees of the Caesar
(Emperor). “In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the
entire Roman world…” (Luke 2:1) So starts the story of Jesus’ birth.

If Caesar ruled the Roman Empire, who was king Herod of Judea? (Matthew2:3) Judea had a king
but it was Rome’s choice of a king and one who did not have a lot of power. He was king in name
only, position without power. The ruling house of Herod was certainly not of the line of David. In
fact, they were only half-blooded Jews and not at all loved by the people. Herod the Great, who

was on the throne at the time of Jesus’ birth, however, did extensive building projects which
benefited the people. One of these was to rebuild and enlarge the temple in Jerusalem. He added
1-5 in the diagram on the next page. Much of the New Testament story takes place here.

Herod’s Temple
1. Court of Gentiles
2. Court of Women

3. Gate beautiful
4. Solomon’s Porch
5. Fortress of Antonia

Herods Mentioned in the New Testament
Generation 1

Generation II

Generation III

Herod the Great Herod Philip
Herod Agrippa I
King of Judea
(first husband of
King of Judea
Matthew 2:1-19 Herodias)
Acts 12:1-24
Luke 1:5
Mark 6:17

Generation IV
Herod Agrippa II
ruler of northern
territory
Acts 25:13-26:23

Herod Antipas
Ruler in Galilee
Luke 3:1, Mark 6:14
Luke 13:31, 23:7-12
Archelaus
Ruler of Judea
Matthew 2:22
Maintaining the “peace” in Judea was not in the hands of Herods. It was carried out by Roman
procurators (governors). Pontius Pilate is the one we probably know best because of his involvement in
Jesus’ crucifixion. In the time of Paul, we hear of Felix and Festus. The procurator and his
accompanying army was a constant military presence in the land. The story of the New Testament
cannot be told without encountering the Roman soldier. There is the centurion (officer over 100 men)
who asked Jesus to heal his servant. (Matthew 8:5-12). Another Roman centurion, Cornelius, was one
of the first Gentiles (non-Jews) to become a follower of Jesus. Most of the time, the Roman military
force was not a positive presence. It was by their hands that Jesus was nailed to the cross.

The thing to most clearly know is, the people of Palestine were very much an oppressed people. They
never stopped longing and hoping for deliverance from Rome. Rome was seen as everything evil. This
probably explains why a Jew who took employment from Rome to collect Roman taxes was regarded in
the category with sinners.
2.

Militant Jews – During the inter-Testament period, there were attempts to gain independence from
foreign powers.
a. Maccabees – A revolt against Greek rule by a guerrilla-type group, known as the Maccabees
(hammer which strikes hard), resulted in a short time of independence. It was ended when Roman
rule took over. That taste of freedom still lived in the hearts of many people in New Testament
times.
b. Zealots – The militant Jews of the New Testament were called Zealots. They were zealous
nationalists who promoted the use of violence against Rome. One of Jesus’ disciples had belonged
to them. (Luke 6:15, Acts 1:13) Put that together with the knowledge that Matthew, another
disciple, had been a tax collector for the Roman government and you can imagine some of the
tensions which may have existed among Jesus’ followers.
c. The Messiah – The word “messiah” means king, savior, liberator, and redeemer. The Jewish
people were looking for a messiah. In their mind, the messiah would deliver them from Rome. He
would set up an independent government again. Many thought that Jesus was such a person.
(John 6:14) Jesus always rejected any such suggestion because He had a bigger task than to be king
of the Jews. He had come to be Messiah, King of Kings!

3. Changing Religious Life Many differences can be noticed between Old Testament life and what is
found in the New Testament.
a. Synagogues – In every Jewish community there was a synagogue. This was a place where young
boys were taught how to read the Old Testament writings. Also it was a place for the entire
community to gather on the Sabbath for reading and teaching. There were no synagogues in the
Old Testament. All religious activity was centered in the temple. How do we explain this change?
When the Jews were taken captive to Babylon, for 70 years they were away from the temple.
Their children could easily grow up not knowing anything of the Jewish religion. There was a

growing interest in the written Word of God during that time. At the end of the captivity many
Jews returned home but many others chose to stay in foreign lands. We call these, the dispersed
Jews. They lived throughout the world. You could find Jews most anywhere. They were far from
the temple so they started the use of synagogues to keep alive the teaching of Moses and the
prophets. Synagogues became a part of Jewish life throughout the world.
b.

Pharisees and Sadducees – The Jewish religion had developed different sects or factions. Today
we would call them denominations. The two most prominent were the Pharisees and Sadducees.

The Pharisees originated shortly after the time of the Maccabees. “Pharisee” means to be
separate. They wanted to separate themselves from every evil and went to great extremes to do
so. They made up rules which went beyond anything required by Moses. They had more do’s and
don’ts than was reasonable. They criticized Jesus because He did not keep all their rules. Jesus
also spoke some very had words about them. (Matthew 23)
The Sadducees also had their origin during the time between the Testaments. They operated as a
priestly party. They tended to be a more wealthy ruling group. They tried to get along with Rome
rather than fight it. They held strictly to the books of Moses without adding to it. One great
difference between the Pharisees and Sadducees was over the doctrine of life after death. The
Pharisees believed in the resurrection of the dead. The Sadducees did not.
c. Sanhedrin – We may talk about the Roman Caesar, the ruling procurator, or the Herods as being
the ruling forces in Judea but the real controlling force of Jewish life was the Sanhedrin. This
council which developed during the time between the Testaments, was headed by the high priest
with members of both the Sadducees and Pharisees. They governed the internal life of the people.
The only thing outside their power was sentencing a person to death. That, the Romans kept in
their own hands. The Sanhedrin had their own temple guards, soldiers which carried out their
wishes. This body, the Sanhedrin, had the loyalty of the population for the most part.
These changing times were all part of God’s preparation for the main event of history, the coming
of Jesus. Paul said in Galatians 4:4 “But when the time had fully come, God sent his Son.” When
everything was ready, Jesus came! When there was the common Greek language so that the
gospel could spread easily, Jesus came. When Roman roads had been built so that missionaries
could travel easily with the news of Jesus, He came. When Rome had enforced peace throughout
the world (however disagreeable their kind of peace was) making possible a freedom to travel,
Jesus came. When the Jews had been spread through all the world and synagogues were in every
corner of the world preparing the world for the coming of the promised Savior, Jesus came.

All was made ready for The New Testament Story!
Self-Test
Draw a line from the words at the left to the correct description at the right.
1. Pharisee
family ruling Judea by decision of Rome
2. Sanhedrin
Jewish sect which strictly held to Moses’ law
3. Caesar
Emperor of Rome
4. Sadducee
council made up of Pharisees and Sadducees
5. Herods
centre for teaching the Old Testament writings
6. Procurator
group promoting violence against Rome
7. Synagogue
sect which added many rules to Moses’ law
8. Zealot
Roman official who maintained a military force
9. Centurion
officer over 100 soldiers
Search and Study
At no time are the various levels of Roman and Jewish rule more clearly demonstrated than the
events surrounding Jesus’ trial. Read Matthew 26:47-27:31, Mark 14:43-15:20, Luke 22: 47-23:23,
John 18:1-19:16. Notice the following events and follow them on the map below.
1. Jesus was arrested by temple guards sent on this errand by the Sanhedrin.
2. He was taken to the home of Caiaphas, the ruling high priest, late at night to be tried before the
Sanhedrin in an illegal trial. (The Sanhedrin normally met in the temple and certainly not at
night)
3. Since the Sanhedrin wanted Jesus to be put to death they had to send Him to Pilate, the Roman
procurator, at the tower of Antonia for sentencing.
4. Pilate, wanting to show respect for Herod Antipas of Galilee, sent Him to Herod.
5. Herod had little authority to do much of anything but question Jesus for his own personal
interest. He, of course, sent Him back to Pilate who was the only one with power to have Jesus
put to death.

3. The Geography of the New Testament
Do you like to travel? If so, the New Testament is the book for you. It is a travel book. Jesus was a traveling
man. He went through all the towns and villages of His home country preaching, teaching and healing. “…He
left Judea and went once more to Galilee. Now he had to go through Samaria.” (John 4:3-4) Can you take that
trip with Jesus? Only if you know the geography of Palestine.
Paul was a traveling man. He was a missionary world traveler! From Cyprus to Asia, to Greece, to Rome and
maybe even Spain, Paul covered a lot of territory. “Paul and his companions traveled throughout the region of
Phryia and Galatia, having been kept by the Holy Spirit from preaching the word in the province of Asia…During
the night Paul had a vision of a man of Macedonia standing and begging him, ‘Come over to Macedonia and
help us.’ ” (Acts 16:6 -8) Would you like to go with Paul? You can if you study the map. You can see and feel
how it was. The story comes alive when you understand the geography of the New Testament world.
The difference between the geography for the life of Christ and the geography for the expansion of the church
is great enough to treat them separately.
The Geography of the Gospels
1. Bodies of Water – Take a piece of rectangular paper and in two steps you can draw your own map of
Palestine, the very land where Jesus walked.

These Lines mark the bodies of water relating to Palestine:
1. Mediterranean Sea
2. Sea of Galilee
3. Jordon River
4. Dead Sea
Go to the map which follows and write in the above names by matching the numbers.

1. Regions – Palestine was made up of several regions:
a. Judea
b. Samaria
c. Galilee
d. Decapolis
e. Perea
Go to the map which follows and write in the above names by matching the letters.

2.

Cities and Towns
a. Bethlehem
b. Jerusalem
c. Sycur
d. Nazareth
e. Capernaum

Go to the map which follows and fill in the names above by matching the letters.

The Geography of Acts
The opening chapters of the book of Acts take place in Jerusalem but Jesus commanded His followers to take
the gospel to the ends of the earth. The story of the church was soon on the move! To visualize that
movement we need a larger map which includes the Roman Empire. Let us put the Mediterranean Sea in the

middle of our map and learn what we can about the area around it. We can see that three of the major
continents of the world, Africa, Asia and Europe surround the Mediterranean Sea. The country of Palestine
was like a bridge connecting these major land areas. It was a strategic point for Jesus to be born. From here
the gospel spread east, west, north, and south.

1.

Provinces of the Roman Empire
1. Egypt
7. Pamphylia
2. Judea
8. Bithynia
3. Syria
9. Asia
4. Cilicia
10. Macedonia
5. Cappadocia
11. Achaia
6. Galatia
12. Italy
Go to the map below and write in the above provinces by matching the numbers.

2. Cities
a. Jerusalem
b. Caesarea
c. Damascus
d. Antioch
e. Tarsus

f. Ephesus
g. Philippi
h. Thessalonica
i. Corinth
j. Rome

Go to the map which follows and write in the cities above by matching the letters.

Self – Test
1.

Use a clean piece of rectangular paper to draw your own map of Palestine. Indicate the location
of the regions and towns and cities.
2. On the map below mark the provinces and cities of the Roman Empire.

Search and Study
Read Acts 13 and 14, the record of Paul’s first missionary trip, and follow it on the map below.
1.

Notice there are two different Antiochs. One is in the province of Syria (13:1) and the other is in
Galatia (13:14).
2. Notice that the missionaries went back through the new towns where they had been persecuted on
the way home in order to strengthen the new believers. (14:21 & 22)

4. The Gospels – Part 1 - The Books
We are always eager to get news. We want to keep ourselves informed so we listen to the radio and we buy
the newspaper. But much of the news we get from day to day is bad news. “Gospel” means good news.
There is no better news than to learn that Jesus loves us and has died for our sins. That is the headline of the
New Testament. It opens with this powerful good news.
There are four gospels, four books repeating one story. It would seem that one telling of the life of Christ
would be enough. Why are many accounts needed? Why are many witnesses called to give testimony on a
single case in a court of law? You have a fuller, deeper, clearer picture of the truth when many eyewitnesses
give their view of the case. So it is with the truth regarding Jesus. Each gospel writer had a different
perspective and a different purpose in writing. Each one emphasized a different aspect of the story. We have
a more complete view of who Jesus was because we have more than one account.
1.

Matthew – The Expected King The book of Matthew was probably not the first gospel to be written
but it is the best one to stand in first place in the New Testament. It is the connecting link between the
Old and New Testament. There are over 60 references to the Old Testament. Over and over again
Matthew reports the events of Jesus life with the words, “that it may be fulfilled as was spoken by the
prophets.” Matthew wrote to convince the Jews that Jesus was the expected Messiah (King) about
whom the Old Testament prophesied. The genealogy of Jesus in chapter one proves Him to be “the
Son of David,” a title that is repeated 7 times in the book. In chapter two there is the visit of the wise
men who ask, “Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews?” The gifts they gave Him were
proper gifts for a king.

Matthew does more than present Jesus as King of the Jews. The phrase, “the kingdom of
heaven” is used only by Matthew and he uses it 33 times. In chapter 25, verse 31-32 we are
told, “he will sit on his throne in heavenly glory. All the nations will be gathered before him…”
Jesus was the one they expected but He was much more than they expected Him to be. He is
the King over all other kings.
More than any of the other gospel writers Matthew gives us the actual teachings of Jesus. There are 5 major
sermons of Jesus found in chapters 5-7,10,13,18 and 24-25. The most well known of these is the first one in 57, known as the Sermon on the Mount. It begins with nine things that bring true blessing or happiness. These
establish the rules of the heavenly kingdom. (5:3-12)

The book of Matthew is named for its author who was well qualified to write a gospel to the Jewish community
as he, himself was a Jew. Before becoming a disciple of Jesus, he was a tax collector for Rome and would have
had the needed writing skills. Most importantly, he was an eyewitness to the events he wrote about.
2. Mark – Servant of God Mark focused his account of Jesus more on His actions rather than His teaching.
And instead of a king, Jesus is portrayed as a servant hurrying from job to job. Such a gospel would appeal
greatly to the Roman mind for whom Mark wrote, since the Romans placed high value on productive activity.
The Greek word euthus translated “immediately,” “straightway” or “forthwith” is used over 40 times giving the
feeling of rushing from one task to the other. You have the picture of the traveling, preaching, healing Jesus.

This is the shortest gospel. Remember in Mark’s Gospel Jesus is shown as a servant of God. A servant has no
need of a genealogy or an account of his birth. Mark’s story goes straight to the ministry years of Jesus’ life.
The most important activity of Jesus was His death and resurrection according to the amount of space Mark
gives to it. The last week of Jesus’ life is almost 1/3 of the entire book.
Who is this man, Mark? He was not one of the 12 disciples. We find record of him in the book of Acts under
the name of John Mark as the traveling companion of Barnabas and Paul on their first missionary trip. In that,
he seems to have been a failure. (Acts 13:13, 15:36-37) Later he is mentioned both by Paul and Peter when
they were located in Rome as a valued helper. (Colossians 4:10, I Peter 5:13) We have the testimony of
Papias, an elder in the early church shortly after the New Testament period. He called Mark, “The interpreter
of Peter…,” who wrote down Peter’s story of Jesus. In other words, he was Peter’s secretary. What we have is
Peter’s story by Mark’s hand. It is thought Mark may have been the first gospel to be written.
3. Luke – The Son of Man. Matthew was written to the Jews and Mark to the Romans. Luke, who was Greek,
dedicated his history of Jesus to a Greek by the name of Theophilus. (Luke 1:1-4) He shows Jesus to be the
perfect man which was what the Greeks endlessly sought for but could never find. We learn more of the
human side of Jesus in the book of Luke than anywhere. He was a man and could therefore identify with us as
human beings. Matthew’s genealogy of Jesus proves Him to be a Jew, son of David and a son of Abraham.
Luke’s genealogy shows Jesus to be a son of Adam which is what we all are. Jesus is not just for the Jews; He is
for all mankind. Luke gives us details of His birth and childhood which are found nowhere else –the birth in an
animal stall; the visit by the shepherds; Jesus’ presentation at the temple at eight days old; His visit to the
temple when He was 12 years old. We learn that Jesus grew as all children grow. (Luke 2:52)
Luke helps us to know that Jesus was a man who understands us and He came here for us. Over and over
again Jesus associates with the outcasts of Jewish society such as Gentiles, tax collectors and prostitutes. “The

Son of Man is come to seek and to save what is lost.” (Luke 19:10) While the emphasis is on the humanity of
Jesus, Luke does not fail to let us know that the Son of Man is no ordinary man but is also the Son of God. He
tells the inside story of the virgin birth from Mary’s own perspective. The words of the angel, Gabriel, to Mary
make it very clear, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you.
So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God.” (Luke 1:35)

Luke’s gospel has many special features which mark it as different from the other gospels:
-He makes mention of Jesus praying more than any of the other gospels.
-He records 5 songs of praise in the first 2 chapters.
-Jesus’ tenderness and care of women and children is stressed.
-Luke has been called the Gospel of the Spirit because he refers to the work of the Holy Spirit
repeatedly and points ahead to the promised outpouring of the Holy Spirit.
What do we know about the man, Luke? Colossians 4:14 tells us he was a physician and companion of Paul.
Was he an eyewitness of Jesus? No. What qualified him to write the story of Jesus? The opening verses of his
book give us an answer. He says others have written a record of Jesus who were eyewitnesses. “ I have made
careful investigation of all that happened and have decided to write an orderly account also.” It is careful
investigation that qualifies Luke to write. He did research. He questioned every eyewitness of the life of Christ
that he possibly could. He collected parts of the story no one else was able to write about from just their own
firsthand experience. For this reason, Luke gives the most complete story of Jesus. He was a historian. More
than the other writers, he dates events and puts them in their historical setting. No, Luke was not an
eyewitness of Jesus, but he gives an eyewitness account of a host of people who knew and loved and followed
Jesus.
One other thing to know about the book of Luke: it is only volume 1 of the full 2 volume story Luke wrote.
(See Acts 1:1-2)
4. John – Son of God John clearly tells us the reason he wrote his gospel. “These are written that you may
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God.” (John 20:31) Luke throws light on Jesus’ humanity. John
shines the light on Jesus’ divinity. Jesus is introduced in chapter 1 as the “Word” became flesh and lived
among us – God with us in human form! Repeatedly Jesus claims He and the Father are one. (John 14:8-17)
The teaching sections of John’s gospel are mainly regarding who Jesus is rather than the principles of the
kingdom as you find in the other gospels. This is well illustrated by the 7 “I am’s” of John:
-“I am the bread of life” (6:35)
-“I am the light of the world” (8:12 & 9:5)
-“I am the gate” (10:7,9)
-“I am the good shepherd” (10:11)

-“I am the resurrection and the life” (11:25)
-“I am the way, the truth and the life” (14:6)
-“I am the true vine” (15:1)
The major teaching section of the book is in chapters 13-17. This was what Jesus taught His disciples just
before He was to go to the cross. In this Upper Room of the Last Supper, Jesus gently prepares them for His
departure and promises the Holy Spirit to be their comforter (14:16), Teacher (14:17), power to witness
(15:26-27) and guide into all truth (16:13)
John is the only one that gives the information that Jesus went to Jerusalem for the annual Jewish feast of
Passover three times during His ministry. Without this we would have no idea about the length of His public
ministry. But John does not try to tell all that Jesus taught or report all the miracles He did. He selects
carefully what needs to be told in order to demonstrate the full significance of who Jesus was. He reports 7
miracles, each one showing Jesus to be master and lord:
-Turns water to wine (2:1-12)
-Heals Nobleman’s son (4:46-54)
-Heals a lame man (5:1-17)
-Feeds the 5,000 (6:1-14)
-Walks on water (6:15-21)
-Heals blind man (9:1-41)
-Raises the dead (11:17-45)

Master of quality
Master of space or distance
Master of time
Master of quantity
Master of nature
Master of our circumstances
Master of life and death

(Five of the 7 miracles John records are found only in John. The feeding of the 5,000 is the only miracle found
in all the gospels. Matthew and Mark also report Jesus walking on the water.)
While the other gospels focus on Jesus public ministry, John allows you to witness some of the private
conversations He had with individuals. One is with Nicodemus in which we get the most clear and yet brief
statement of the good news found anywhere in the gospels. (3:16) Another visit with an individual was with
the Samaritan woman at the well in which He informs her she need never thirst again. (4:1-42)

Most significant may be the conversation between Jesus and Peter on the shore of the Sea of Galilee after
Jesus’ resurrection. Peter had so terribly failed the Lord but Jesus’ forgiveness cannot be missed when He says,
“Peter, do you love me? Feed my sheep” (21:15-25)
John’s repeated use of key words throughout the book mark it. A verse or two quoted without its scripture
reference can easily be recognized as coming from John’s gospel because the writer sprinkles the whole text
with these certain distinguishing words: life, love, truth, light, believe. They are like diamonds. Their
sharpness makes the gospel shine.
Who is this John whose message sparkles so brilliantly? It can’t be John the Baptist because he was killed. It
can’t be John Mark. This John was one of the sons of Zebedee. He and his brother, James, were called the
“sons of thunder, which may indicate something of their characters. He may have started out as thunder but
God shaped him to be one of the most effective witnesses of the good news. First a disciple of John the
Baptist, it was a natural step for John to become a disciple of Jesus. He is sometimes called “John the Beloved”
because it is thought he was referring to himself when he spoke of “the disciple whom Jesus loves.” (13:23)
One of the younger disciples of Jesus, John outlived many of the other eyewitnesses of Jesus’ life. His gospel
and his letters were some of the last books of the New Testament to be written.
Self – Test
Write the name of the gospel from which each of the following quotes come:
1.__________”I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live.”
2.__________”So was fulfilled what the Lord had said through the prophet: ‘Out of Egypt I called my Son.”
3.__________”Immediately the leprosy left him and He was cured.”
4.__________”The Son of Man is come to seek and to save what is lost.”
5.__________”Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father.”
6.__________”God so loved the world that he gave his only Son.”

7.__________”Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews?”
Search and Study
Study Matthew 5:3-12. Try to put these verses in your own words. Another word for “Blessed” is happy.
What might “poor in Spirit” mean? Could it be the opposite of pride? And how can those who mourn be
happy? That sounds impossible! Perhaps it depends on what one is mourning about. If we mourn over our
sins in true repentance, that can bring the greatest happiness that is possible to man. How is happiness to the
non-Christian and Christian different?

Read the Stories for Yourself
The Paralyzed Man – Mark 2:1-12
Nicodemus – John 3:1-21
Samaritan Woman – John 4:1-42
Sermon on the Mount – Matthew 5-7
Calming the Storm – Luke 8:22-25
Casting out Demons – Mark 5:1-20
Touching the Garment – Mark 5:24-34
Jairus’ Daughter – Mark 5:21-24, 35-43
Feeding the 5,000 – John 6:1-13
Jesus Walking on Water – Matthew 14:22-33
Ten Lepers – Luke 17:11-19
Rich Young Ruler – Matthew 19:16-30
Blind Bartimaeus – Mark 10:46-52
Zacchaeus – Luke 19:1-10
Lazarus – John 11:1-44
Further Study
Choose to make an in-depth study of one of the following:
Jesus’ miracles
Jesus’ parables (teaching stories)
Jesus’ prayers
Read the Stories for Yourself
The Angel Visits Mary – Luke 1:26-38
Jesus’ Birth – Luke 2:1-20
The Wise Men – Matthew 2:1-12
Jesus at the Temple – Luke 2:41-52

Jesus’ Baptism – Matthew 3:13-17
Jesus’ Temptation – Matthew 4:1-11
Calling the Disciples – Mark 1:14-20
The transfiguration – Matthew 17:1-9
Triumphal Entry – Matthew 21:1-11
Cleansing the Temple – Matthew 21:12-13
Widow’s Offering – Mark 12:41-44
The Last Supper – Matthew 26:17-30
Gethsemane – Matthew 26:36-46
Judas Betrays Jesus – Mark 14:43-50; Peter’s Denial – Matthew 26:69-75
Crucifixion – Matthew 27:1-66; Resurrection – John 20:1-18
Jesus Appears – John 20:19-29; The Great Catch – John 21:1-14

5. The Gospels – Part II - The Story
We are interested in the gospel books because of the story they tell. The life of Jesus is the focus of the entire
Bible. Without the story told in the four gospels, there would be no reason to have the other books of the
Bible. We are now at the heart of what the Bible is all about. The Bible has, basically, three parts: the
preparation for the coming of Jesus (the Old Testament), the life of Jesus (the Gospels) and the results of His
coming (the other New Testament books).
All life stories follow a pattern: they were born, they lived and they died. But Jesus’ life story is different. He
always was, He was born, He lived, He died and He lives again! This is why the Jesus story deserves a close
look. It is not an ordinary story. John’s gospel calls Jesus the “Word” which became flesh. And this Word,
John says, was with God when the earth was formed. (John 1) We cannot talk of His birth as His beginning
because He is eternal. But His earthly life did have a beginning and we will start there.
1. Birth – The birth of Jesus was extraordinary!
- born to a virgin by the Holy Spirit (Luke 1:30-35, Matthew 1:18-23)
- angels announced His arrival (Luke 2:8-14)
- placed in an animal feed box for a cot (Luke 2:16)
- born in Bethlehem as prophesied (Matthew 2:1-6)
- Simeon and Anna recognized Him to be the promised one (Luke 2:21-38)
- important foreigners informed of His birth by studying the heavens (Matthew 2:1)
We do not know a lot about Jesus’ childhood. We know before the age of two, Herod, king of Judea, tried to
kill Him by having all the boy babies in Bethlehem under two years old destroyed (Matthew 2:16) This is when
Mary’s husband, Joseph, was warned in a dream to take the infant Jesus into north Africa for protection.
(Matthew 2:13-15) When Herod died, the family moved back to Palestine to the village of Nazareth in Galilee.
(follow these travels on the map)
Joseph was a carpenter. We can suppose the boy Jesus was playing and learning in Joseph’s shop. The Book of
Hebrews tells us Jesus was tempted in every way we are (4:15). This can help us know He went through all the
common hurts and experiences of childhood. At 12 years Jesus was again taken to the temple as was done
with all Jewish boys at 12 years. He was now counted among the men of Israel and as such was required to be
present in the temple on certain holy days. It is here we learn Jesus was not just an ordinary child. At the
temple, He got in conversation with the teachers of the Old Testament and became so involved He seems to
have forgotten about His family and the need to return home. Three days later when they found Him, His
explanation was, “Didn’t you know I had to be in my Father’s house?” (Luke 2:49) As early as 12 years, Jesus

had an understanding of who He was. It could be that His understanding was greater than even that of Mary
and Joseph. Yet He made himself obedient to them. (Luke 2:51)
We are told, “Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and man,” (Luke 2:52) This is all we
know of Jesus until His baptism by the prophet, John the Baptist, when Jesus was a grown man of 30 years.
John recognized Him to be “the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world.” (John 2:29) God
announced Him as, “my Son whom I love.” (Luke 2:21-22)

2.

Ministry - Following a time of severe testing by Satan in the wilderness, Jesus became a traveling
preacher and teacher. He gathered a group of twelve men (disciples/students) who traveled with Him.
He had a two-part ministry: teaching His disciples and ministering to the interested public. The early
part of His ministry was centered in Judea where He had a large following. People were attracted to
the miracles He performed. But as His message of true righteousness became clear, He was more and
more in conflict with the hypercritical religious leaders of that time. Although the masses would have
made Him king, there was a growing feeling among the Sanhedrin that Jesus was a trouble maker.
They began to plot His death.

John’s gospel tells us after the miraculous feeding of 5,000 the people wanted to make Jesus king. He
withdrew from the crowds because Jesus had not come to be king of the Jews. (John 6:14-15) He had
come to go to the cross. Jesus began to spend more time with His disciples away from the eyes of the
public. His ministry shifted to the province of Galilee. Now He focused on preparing the disciples for His
death. Repeatedly He tried to talk about the cross but the disciples could not accept it. (Mark 8:31-38,
Mark 9:30-32) They did not yet understand Jesus had come for just that very purpose.
3. Death- The details of Jesus’ ministry are difficult to put in an exact day-by-day sequence but this is not
true for the last week leading up to His death. In all the gospels the story gets more precise the closer
it comes to the crucifixion. Starting with Sunday before He died on Friday we are able to say almost
exactly where He went and what happened each day. Jesus and His disciples made their way to
Jerusalem for the annual Feast of Passover.
-Sunday

Jesus arrives in Jerusalem.
The crowd receives Him
as a king.

Mark 11:1-11
Matthew 21:1-11
Luke 19:29-44
John 12:12-19

-Monday

-Tuesday

-Wednesday

-Thursday

-Friday

Jesus drives the money
changers out of the
temple.
Jesus teaches in the
temple.
Jesus visits friends in
Bethany. A women anoints
Him with costly perfume
for burial.
Jesus and the disciples
share a final Passover
meal. Major final teaching
is given. Jesus prays in
Gethsemane.
Arrest, trial and death of
Jesus.

Mark 11:12-18
Matthew 21:12-17
Luke 19:45-48
Mark 11:20-14:11
Matthew 21:19-26:5
Luke 20-21:38
Mark 14:1-9
Matthew 26:6-13
John 12:1-8
Mark 14:12-42
Matthew 26:14:46
Luke 22:7-46
John 13-17:20

Mark 14:43-155:47
Matthew 26:47-27:66
Luke 22:47-23:56
John 18:2-19:42
4. Resurrection – Whenever Jesus spoke to His disciples about His death, He always went on to speak of
His resurrection. They never seemed to hear that part. Maybe the talk of death made it impossible for
them to hear anything else. Maybe the idea of resurrection was too incredible to believe. When it
actually happened, they took the death of Jesus to be the end of a dream. In fact, most of them ran
off once Jesus was put on trial. (Only John remained with Him until the end.) When Jesus actually
appeared in His resurrected from to His followers, they were totally and incredibly surprised.

According to the record, Jesus appeared after His death eleven times in different places and to different
people during a period of forty days. In I Corinthians 15:6 Paul tells us Jesus appeared to over 500 brethren at
one time. Did Jesus rise from the dead? It is the astonishing claim of the gospels! The evidence to support the
claim is totally convincing:
a. A dead body was never produced to refute the story of His resurrection.
b. What other than the resurrection could have transformed the frightened, defeated disciples into
dynamic, joyful people ready to suffer and die to preach the risen Lord?
c. Doubting Thomas was convinced. He touched Jesus’ nail- scarred hands. (John 20:24-29)

The resurrection of Jesus is the most important event in the history of the world. It is the main event of our
salvation. Paul says, “If Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile: you are still in your sins.” I Corinthians
15:17. The resurrection is the mark of Christianity. If Jesus was raised from the dead, everything He said can
be trusted. He is who He said He was? If He did not rise, nothing He said can be trusted. Some people want to
say Jesus was just a good man. That is not possible. He was either the Son of God as He said or He was a liar.
We cannot call a liar good. That person is not trustworthy. That leaves us only with the conclusion that Jesus
was exactly who He said He was.
Other religions have stories of their leaders. There are accounts of their teachings and their miracles. But
their leaders died and remained dead. Christianity is the only religion with a living, loving Lord who continues
His presence with us here and now.

Self – Test
1.

What made Jesus’ birth different from any other birth?

2.

Why is the resurrection of Jesus the most important event in History?

6. The Birth of the Church (Acts 1-12)
“Was Abraham a Christian?” someone asks. Not really. He believed in God but he didn’t know Jesus Christ, so
it is hard to call him a Christian. Was David a Christian? No. He was before the time of Christ. His religion was
Judaism. In fact, you don’t find Christianity until you get to the New Testament. Jesus was the founder of the
Christian religion. Christianity has its roots in Judaism but Judaism rejected Christ so Christianity became a
separate religion. (Most Jews today still do not accept Jesus.)
The church is made up of those who accept Jesus Christ as their Saviour and Lord. The church is very definitely
a Christian institution. Therefore we don’t find the church until we get to the New Testament. We are at the
point in our study to see how the small band of Jesus’ followers became a new and powerful movement which
is not simply for the Jews but is today the worldwide Church of Christ.
After His resurrection, Jesus had instructed His disciples to wait in Jerusalem until the Holy Spirit was poured
out on them. After this, Jesus told them, they would be witnesses of the gospel locally, in the surrounding
regions and to the ends of the earth. (Acts 1:8) It was the last thing He told them before He ascended into
heaven. They would be on their own. What would happen?

1.

Pentecost - The Jewish feast celebrating harvest was Pentecost, (meaning 50- 50 days after
Passover). As the disciples prayed and waited, Pentecost was approaching. There were Jews from all
the nations of the world in Jerusalem to celebrate Pentecost.

While the disciples were in prayer, there was the sound of a violent rushing wind. Flames of fire rested on the
heads of each of them. They went out into the streets among the throngs of visitors in the city speaking in the
foreign languages of the visitors. That day the world heard the good news of Jesus! Peter preached and 3,000
people believed and were baptized. (Acts 2) This marked the birth of the church.
2.

The Growth of the Church – Every day the Jerusalem converts met in the temple courts. They didn’t
see themselves as separate from Judaism. They had the hope that all Jews would believe in Christ
Jesus. It didn’t happen that way but the church did grow. We are told, “The Lord added to their
number daily those who were being saved.” (Acts 2:47) “Many who heard the message believed, and
the number of men grew to about five thousand.” (4:4) “More and more men and women believed.”
(5:14) “Crowds gathered also from the towns around Jerusalem...”(5:16) “The word of God spread.
The number of disciples in Jerusalem increased rapidly, and a large number of priests became obedient
to the faith.” (6:7)

3. Persecution of the Church – The religious leaders of the Jews, mainly the Sanhedrin Council, made life
very difficult for the growing church in Jerusalem. They regarded those calling Jesus, the expected
Messiah, to be blasphemers. Peter and John were put in jail after a lame beggar was healed in the
temple court. It drew a large crowd and Peter once again preached Jesus Christ and proclaimed His
resurrection. When they were brought before the council, they were ordered not to preach anymore
in Jesus’ Name. Peter and John responded, “Judge for yourselves whether it is right in God’s sight to
obey you rather than God. For we cannot help speaking about what we have heard and seen.” (Acts
4:19-20) The Sanhedrin was forced to let them go free because the greater part of the population of
the city was praising God for the man who was miraculously healed.
The next persecution was much more severe. One of the early leaders in the Jerusalem church was a
man named Stephen. He was bold in declaring who Jesus really was. This got him in deep trouble with
the Sanhedrin. They had him arrested and they brought him in for trial. He was falsely accused. They
rushed at him and dragged him out of the city and stoned him to death. Stephen was the first one to
die for the cause of Christ.

4.

The Church Scattered – From the time of Stephen’s death, the followers of Jesus were hunted down and
persecuted by the Jewish religious leaders. The man known as Saul of Tarsus was the main leader in this
persecution. He acted with the authority of the Sanhedrin. It was no longer safe for the church in
Jerusalem. The followers of Christ became refugees. They were forced to scatter. It looked like the end of

the story. It was a terrible time but the good thing was, everywhere they went, they told the good news of
Jesus. In fact, Jesus’ plan for His church was that they would be witnesses not only in Jerusalem but in the
other towns of Judea and in Samaria. (Acts 1:8) The persecution forced them to do the exact thing Jesus
wanted them to do.
Philip went to Samaria. There was great revival. Later, the angel of the Lord directed Philip to go south
toward Egypt. It seemed such a strange command because it was a desert road. People did not live in that
area. Why would God want Philip to take the gospel where there were no people to hear it? But on the
road there was another traveler returning to his home in Ethiopia, Africa. Philip found him in his chariot
reading the book of Isaiah. “Do you understand what you are reading?” Philip asked him. “How can I,” he
said, “unless someone explains it to me?” (Acts 8:26-40) God’s angel had sent him for one special man
who could take the gospel even further to another continent and another race. God’s plan was not only
for the Jews. It was for the whole world.

5.

The Church for the Whole world - Although Jesus had made it clear the gospel was for everyone, His
disciples were slow to act on the command to go into all the world. Jews did not associate with
Gentiles (people of other races). They had grown up in their culture being taught they were God’s
chosen people, thinking it meant they were God’s only chosen people. God had to do some drastic
things to open their eyes to the Gentiles.

Saul of Tarsus, enemy of Jesus’ followers, was on his way to the city of Damascus in the province of Syria to
seek out and persecute the Jerusalem refugees who had scattered to that area. Jesus met him on the way.
A great light blinded him and the voice of Jesus spoke to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?
…Now get up…I have appeared to you to appoint you as a servant and as a witness of what you have seen
of me… I will rescue you from your own people and from the Gentiles. I am sending you to them to open
their eyes and turn them from darkness to light, and from Satan’s power to God, so that they may receive
forgiveness of sins.” (Acts 26:14-18) God went outside the church to the most unlikely person possible to
find a man who would be His missionary to the Gentiles. Would the church believe his conversion? Could
he be trusted after his terrible persecution of the church? Would the church accept his call to the
Gentiles? Would they accept his converts? These are some of the very great struggles we find in the New
Testament story.
God did another drastic thing. He gave Peter a revolutionary vision and a revolutionary experience which
helped prepare God’s people to fully see that Gentiles could be a part of the church of God. Cornelius, a
Roman centurion who was God fearing, had a vision. In it an angel instructed him to send for Peter to

come and visit him even though he knew that Jews did not visit in Gentile homes. While runners were on
the way to issue Peter the invitation, Peter had his vision. He was shown many animals including some
which the Jews considered to be unclean, unfit to eat. A voice spoke, “Kill and eat.” Peter was horrified
but the voice came again, “Do not call anything unclean that God has made clean.” This was repeated
three times. The voice said, “There are men looking for you. Do not hesitate to go with them.” At that
moment there was a knock at the door with the invitation from Cornelius. Peter immediately knew the
meaning of the vision. One reason Jews did not visit in Gentile homes was because they would not eat
certain “unclean” meats normally served by Gentiles. In obedience to the vision, Peter went.
Never before had Peter been in the home of uncircumcised Gentiles. It was an unheard of thing for a Jew
to do. But he was there at God’s command and God was about to do great and glorious things. Even as
Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit came upon the group just like He had come upon the disciples on
the Day of Pentecost. When Peter reported this to the other leaders of the church, he said, “So if God
gave them the same gift as he gave us, who was I to think that I could oppose God?” Peter had baptized
them. The church leaders made no objections. The door of the church was open to the Gentiles!
Self- Test
Circle “T” if the statement is true. Circle “F” if the statement is false.
1.
2.
3.
4.

T F The Jews were God’s only chosen people.
T F Jesus made it clear that the gospel was for everyone.
T F The Jerusalem church was quick to spread the gospel to the Gentiles.
T F Only when persecution forced the Jerusalem church to scatter as refugees did they spread the
gospel to other regions.
5. T F The Holy Spirit was poured out on the Gentiles at Cornelius’ house just as He was poured out on
the Day of Pentecost.
Search and Study
Perhaps the most important events in the book of Acts are Saul’s conversion on the road to Damascus and
Peter’s experience at Cornelius’ house. Without these the church would have continued to be for Jews only.
Their importance is seen by the emphasis the writer places on them. Both events are repeated three times in
the books of Acts. Read the three accounts of these two events.
1. Saul’s Conversion – Acts 9:1-31, 22:1-21, 26:1-19
2. Peter’s Visit to Cornelius – Acts 10-11, 15:7-11

Read the Stories for Yourself

The Ascension – Acts 1:1-11
Pentecost – Acts 2:1-41
Peter and John Heals a Man – Acts 3:1-10
Ananias and Sapphira – Acts 5:1-11
Stoning Stephen – Acts 6:8 – 8:1
Philip and the Ethiopian – Acts 8:26-40
Saul’s Conversion – Acts 9:1-19
Escape by Basket – Acts 9:19-25

7. The Expansion of the Church (Acts 13-28)
God called Saul to be a missionary to the Gentiles but it was at least nine years after his conversion before he
made his first missionary trip. We get a picture of the years in between from the book of Galatians 1:11-24
and Acts 9:19-30. We learn he went into Arabia for a time where he was alone with Jesus who revealed the
truth of the gospel to him. We know that he preached in Damascus for a time but had to flee for his life as the
Jews there wanted to kill him.
Saul presented himself to the leaders of the church in Jerusalem but they were afraid of him. ‘Maybe he was
pretending to be converted in order to carry out a new kind of torture,’ they thought. But Barnabas took him
to the disciples and testified on his behalf. Saul stayed in Jerusalem for a short time preaching fearlessly the
Name of Jesus but the Jews there tried to kill him. That is when the church leaders sent him home to Tarsus
where his family lived. Tarsus was a city in the province of Cilicia. There Saul stayed for some years waiting
for God’s plan to come to pass.
1. Barnabas and Saul to Cyprus and Pamphylia and Galatia - Those who had been scattered by the
persecution of Stephen went far and wide with the gospel but they witnessed only to Jews. In Antioch of Syria,
they began to share the good news with Greeks as well. A great revival broke out among the Greeks in that
city. It was in Antioch where converts were first called Christians. (Acts 11:19-25)
The Church leaders at Jerusalem sent Barnabas to check on the new Greek church in Antioch. When Barnabas
saw what was happening, he thought, ‘This is the place for Saul. He is called to the Gentiles and here Gentiles
are being saved.’ He went to Tarsus to bring Saul to Antioch. Both Saul and Barnabas were used by God to
teach the new converts. During a prayer meeting, the leaders of the church laid their hands on Barnabas and
Saul and sent them out as missionaries. (Acts 13:1-3)

a. In Cyprus – (The remainder of this chapter should be read with the map of the New Testament World
opened in front of you.) The island of Cyprus was Barnabas’ home. That was their first stop. John Mark,
Barnabas’ nephew, was with them as their helper. They traveled the whole length of the island. At Paphos,
the proconsul invited them to share with him the Word of God. There was a sorcerer there who tried to turn
the proconsul against them. Saul spoke to the sorcerer with power: “You are a child of the devil and an enemy
of everything that is right!... The hand of the Lord is against you. You are going to be blind.” And it was so.
From that time on Saul was called Paul which made sense since he was now traveling among Greek people. (It
is the Greek form of the Hebrew name, Saul.) Also the writer of Acts, from this point on, refers to the team as
Paul and Barnabas rather than Barnabas and Paul. Paul, although he was the younger of the two, was
showing himself to be the leader. (Acts 13)
b. In Pamphylia and Galatia – from Cyprus, Paul and Barnabas crossed to Pamphylia at which point John Mark
left them. Maybe the travels were becoming too difficult. They were faced with mountains to cross as they
headed inland to another Antioch in Pisidia. There the gospel was preached in the synagogue. This was Paul’s
pattern, to preach first in the synagogue if there was one, before giving the gospel to the Gentiles of the
community. Many believed but soon persecution arose from disbelieving Jews who had them expelled from
the region. They crossed into the province of Galatia to the city of Iconium. The same things happened there.
Paul and Barnabas then went where there were no Jewish synagogues, to Lystra and Derbe. They were
wonderfully received by the Gentile population in Lystra. But Jews came from Antioch and Iconium and won
the crowd over. They dragged Paul outside the city and stoned him. After the crowd left him there thinking he
was dead, Paul got up! The next day he and Barnabas left for Derbe. God gave them converts in every place.
When they were ready to go home to Antioch in Syria, they returned the way they had come, encouraging and
strengthening the new congregations. That meant going back to the very places where their lives had been
threatened before. When they got back to Pamphiyia, they sailed back to Antioch in Syria and reported all that
God had done. (Acts 14)
2. The Jerusalem Council - There were certain men from Jerusalem who came causing problems in the church
at Antioch. They were teaching, “Unless you are circumcised…you cannot be saved.” (Acts 15:1) Circumcision
was a Jewish practice. It started with Abraham as a sign of the covenant between God and the Jewish people.
It symbolized in the flesh what God desired in the inner man, a cutting away- a cleansing. This is, of course,
what God made possible through the blood of Jesus Christ. Paul and Barnabas opposed the teaching of these
visitors. They taught that faith in Jesus was all that was needed for salvation. Paul was thinking about all his
Gentile converts. Gentiles did not practice circumcision. If they were told they had to be circumcised before
becoming Christians, it would be like telling them they had to first become Jews before they could accept Jesus
as their Savior.
Paul and Barnabas, along with other representatives from the church at Antioch made a trip to Jerusalem to
discuss this issue with the leaders of the church. At a history making council meeting, reports were made of
Gentiles coming to the Lord Jesus. Peter spoke about his visit to Cornelius’ house. The whole assembly
became silent as Paul and Barnabas told the mighty works God had done among the Gentiles. The decision
was made to write a letter to all the Gentile churches freeing them from any requirement of circumcising and
to rebuke Judizers who preached that in order to become a Christian a person had to first become a Jew. (Acts
15) It was a day of victory. Had the decision been otherwise, the growth of the church would have been
blocked and the theology of the church would have been false.

3. Paul in Macedonia, Achaia and Asia - Paul and Barnabas were eager to make another missionary trip.
Barnabas suggested they take John Mark. Paul did not think it a good idea since Mark had deserted them
before. They had such a sharp disagreement they parted company. (Acts 15:36-41) Who was right? Can
godly men have such strong disagreements? It could be they were both right. Paul cared for the ministry and
wanted nothing to hold them back. Barnabas cared for Mark and wanted to give him another chance. By
parting, both goals were achieved and God blessed both men’s ministries.
Barnabas took Mark and went to Cyprus to encourage the believers who had come to Christ when Paul and
Barnabas had been there before. Mark became a valued worker in the New Testament Church. He was the
one who gave us the Gospel of Mark. And Paul said of him later, “Get Mark and bring him with you, because
he is helpful to me in my ministry.” (II Timothy 4:11)
When the two men separated, Paul took Silas and traveled through Syria, Cilicia and Galatia strengthening the
churches. (Acts 15:41) (This brief mention of churches in Cilicia may suggest that during the years Paul was in
Tarsus in Cilicia, he planted these churches.) When they reached Lystra in Galatia, Timothy joined the team.
We begin to see some of Paul’s strategy in the work of God:
-Go places where the gospel has never been preached before
-Establish churches and appoint leaders in each place
-Revisit the churches to strengthen them
-Travel with key men in order to train them for wider leadership
Some people feel the book of Acts is a good textbook for teaching us how to do missions even today.
a. In Macedonia - When Paul had visited all the churches, it was time to go places the gospel had never been
before. Acts 16:6-7 tells us the Holy Spirit prevented him from preaching the gospel in the provinces of Asia
and Bithynia. When Paul’s team reached the city of Troas, Paul had a vision. He saw a man of Macedonia
begging him, “Come over to Macedonia and to help us.” (Acts 16:9)
In the cities of Macedonia God did mighty things. In Philippi a church was started in Lydia’s home. A demon
possessed slave girl was freed of an evil spirit. Her angry master who made money from her evil powers had
Paul and Silas put in prison.

In an earthquake, their chains were loosed. The jailer was about to kill himself thinking the prisoners had
escaped. Paul called out for him not to harm himself as they were all there. The end results was that the jailer
and his whole household were saved and the charges against Paul and Silas were dropped . (Acts 16)
In the city of Thessalonica, there was a Jewish synagogue where Paul began to preach with great success. But,
as always, some of the Jews opposed the good news about Jesus. They formed a mob to hunt Paul and Silas
but they were not found. At night, they slipped out of the city and went on to Berea. The Jews of the
synagogue there were eager students of the Old Testament. They read the prophets carefully and found that
what Paul preached was true. (Acts 17:10-12) Things were going so well but the troublemakers form
Thessalonica came to Berea having heard of Paul’s success there. It was time for Paul to move on again. Silas
and Timothy stayed behind to continue the good work.
B. In Achaia – Now Paul moved into the province of Achaia. In Athens, the city of Greek philosophy, people
were eager to be entertained with new ideas. They gave Paul a chance to be heard but only a very few
believed. (Acts 17:16-32) He did not stay there long. In Corinth, Paul met Aquila and his wife Priscilla. They
were tent makers. Paul was also a tent maker so he stayed with them and they worked together. Soon Silas
and Timothy joined him. Every Sabbath Paul preached in the synagogue until those who opposed him became
abusive but he continued to preach in homes because many did believe. The proconsul of Achaia showed Paul
respect and would not allow his opposers to bring charges against him. Paul stayed in Corinth for one and a
half to two years.
c. In Asia – Paul made a trip back to Jerusalem and then to the church in Antioch, Syria. They were the ones
who had sent him out and he always reported to them. Paul’s next trip started like the last one. He went back
to visit churches he had planted earlier. When he was ready to take the gospel further, it was to Ephesus in
Asia. Paul stayed in Ephesus longer than any other place. He was there three years.
As always, Paul started his Ephesus ministry in the synagogue. After three months Paul left the synagogue
because of severe opposition. He met with his disciples daily in a lecture hall of one of the cities’ philosophers.
(Acts 19:8-10) Paul may have used it during the noon hour when it was not in use otherwise. This practice
carried on for over two years.
A great turning from evil to God took place in Ephesus. The city was a centre for witchcraft. People came from
all over the world to buy the services of the sorcerers of Ephesus. A number of sorcerers burned their books of
evil spells and all their equipment. All that was burned represented about 50,000 rands! Satan had a mighty
set-back. In addition, the silversmiths of the city who made images of the goddess, Artemis, for which Ephesus
was famous, were almost run out of business by Paul’s preaching. No one was buying their products. The
artisans banded together and started a mob right against Paul and his companions. The city clerk disbanded
the riot and declared that they had no legal charge against them. (Acts 19:17-41)
4. Imprisonment – Paul left Ephesus to tour the churches in Macedonia and Achaia before returning to Syria
and Jerusalem. He wanted to be in Jerusalem for the feast of Pentecost. There was now a plot against Paul’s
life by the unbelieving Jews in Achaia and Asia. He was not safe anywhere. As he started to Jerusalem, he was
warned, everywhere he stopped, not to go. (Acts 20:3, 23; 21:4, 10-14) He was traveling with a number of his
Greek converts, men of leadership in the new churches.

While he was in Jerusalem, Paul went to the temple in the company of his Greek friends. He left them in the
Court of the Gentiles while he went farther into the court of Israel. Some Jews from the province of Asia saw
Paul. They stirred up the people and seized him crying, “Help us! This is the man who teaches all men
everywhere against our people and our law and this place. And besides, he has brought Greeks into the
temple area and defiled this holy place.” (Acts 21:27-28) The charge about the Greeks was false. They had
gone no farther than the Court of the Gentiles.
While the mob was trying to kill Paul, the Roman guards arrested him. They found Paul had done no crime.
They held him for his own protection. It was revealed a group of Paul’s opposers had bound themselves not to
eat or drink until Paul was killed. Because of this, the Romans took Paul, under cover of night and with a guard
of 200 soldiers, to Caesarea to be held in the prison of the proconsul, Felix. That is where Paul stayed for two
years. When a new proconsul, Festus, took over, Paul’s case was re-opened. He gave testimony before Festus
and King Herod Agrippa. They did not know what to do with him. If they turned him over to the Sanhedrin,
they would kill an innocent man. Paul was both a Jew and a Roman citizen so He used his right as a Roman
citizen to appeal to Caesar in Rome. (Act 22-26)
The events of Paul’s journey to Rome are recorded in great detail. (Acts 27-28) The ship was destroyed in a
storm but no life was lost. Paul was bitten by a deadly snake with no ill effects. It was clear God was with him.
But what happened in Rome? What were the results of Paul’s appeal to Caesar? The book of Acts ends before
the story ends! Why? One possible explanation could be, Luke may have written Acts as a defense to be used
in Paul’s trial. In every province Paul ministered, where there was a disturbance regarding his ministry, Luke
shows the Roman proconsuls clearing Paul of any crime. Luke shows it was the Jews who had problems with
Paul, not the Romans. The book of Acts would have been a good defense for Paul.
What do we know of the last part of Paul’s life? We know that he was under house arrest while waiting for his
trail. We know that he was busy while he was in prison. People came to him and he continued to preach and
teach. (Acts 28:17-31) We know he wrote letters to the various churches he had helped to start. Ephesians,
Philippians, Colossians are called the prison letters.
Many Bible scholars feel Paul was released and he may have traveled in missionary work again. If that is so, he
was imprisoned again because I and II Timothy and Titus were also written from prison. II Timothy especially
indicates that he is facing death, “The time has come for my departure. I have fought a good fight, I have
finished the race, I have kept the faith. Now there is in store for me the crown of righteousness, which the
Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day. (II Timothy 4:6-8) It is believed Paul was beheaded
by a later Caesar who turned against the Christians.

A.

Self Test
1. What important matter was settled at the Jerusalem Council?

2. What was Paul’s missionary strategy?

3. Why did the unbelieving Jews want to kill Paul?

B.

Write the name of the city where each of the following events took place:
1. __________Paul and Silas’ jailor believed in Christ and his household
2. __________Paul worked with Aquila and Priscilla as a tent maker
3. __________The people searched the scriptures and found all Paul taught was true
4. __________Sorcerers burned their witchcraft equipment
5. __________Paul was accused of taking Greeks into the Court of Israel
Search and Study

Study the work of the Holy Spirit in the life of the following individuals in the book of Acts:
1. Stephen – Acts 6, 7:54-60
2. Philip – Acts 8:26-40
3. Peter – Acts 2:1-21; 10-11
4. Paul – 16:6-7; 20:22
Read the Stories for Yourself
Peter in Prison – Acts 12:1-19
Paul and Barnabas – Acts 13:1-5
Stoning Paul – Acts 14:8-20
Philippian Jailer – Acts 16:16-34
Burning the Books – Acts 19:1-20
Paul Shipwrecked – Acts 27:1-44

Paul in Chains – Acts 28:17-31

8- Paul’s Travel Letters-Part I (I &II Thessalonians and I and II Corinthians)
The early letters of Paul were written during his missionary travels. His letters were part of his missionary
strategy. He did not stay with a new church very long but he never broke contact with them. He revisited them
whenever possible; he sent his assistants to visit them and wrote letters.
Through the preserved letters of Paul, we learn about the life and problems of the early churches. Many are
responses to letters the churches wrote Paul asking urgent questions. Paul’s letters are full of teaching. It is as
though he carried on a correspondence course with his converts. The church, through the ages, has relied on
Paul’s letters more than any other writings for clear statements of what we believe.
1. Letters to the Thessalonians-Paul had established the church at Thessalonica, the capital port city of
Macedonia, during his secondary missionary journey. He was run out of town by the unbelieving Jews. The
baby church, made up of mostly Gentiles, was left to face severe persecution. Paul carried a heavy burden for
the suffering church. He sent Timothy back to them to check on how they were surviving. (I Thessalonians 3)
The news Timothy brought back to Paul when he was in Corinth was outstanding! Paul was renewed in his
spirit. The Thessalonians had been steadfast in their faith!
a. I Thessalonians- Paul wrote, rejoicing with the new Christians on their , “Work produced by faith, labour
prompted by love and endurance inspired by hope.”(1:3) Paul called the Thessalonians a model church: “You
became a model to all believers in Macedonia and Achaia. The Lord’s message rang out from you not only in
Macedonia and Achaia-your faith in God has become known everywhere.” (1:7-8)
Timothy evidently came with questions from the church causing Paul to write I Thessalonians. It seems they
expected Christ to return within their life time. Some of their members had died and they were confused. Had
those who died missed the rapture? Paul wrote to make the teaching of the second coming of Jesus clear. “The
Lord Himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel and with the
trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. After that, we who are still alive and are left will be
caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord
forever.” (4:16-17) This is the most definite description of the rapture in the entire Word of God.
b. II Thessalonians- Paul wrote the second letter to Thessalonica just a few months later. Both letters were
written from Corinth.

The purpose of the second letter was to correct other false ideas about the second coming. Some were saying
Paul was teaching it had already happened. (3:2) Paul denied he had ever taught anything like that. He drew
their attention to some things which would have to take place before Jesus would return.
a. A great rebellion against God such as had not yet been seen.
b. The man of lawlessness would be revealed, one who would be the visible form of Satan just as Jesus was
the visible form of God.
c. There will be a removal of the restraint of evil.
An extreme response to the expected soon return of Jesus was that some had quit their jobs. They saw no
reason to work if Jesus was coming any day. Paul speaks clearly: “If a man will not work, he shall not eat.”
(3:10) One of the main truths we learn from this book is the need for faithfulness in the ordinary, everyday
matters of life. It is the one who is faithful to the end that gains the crown of life. (Revelation 2:10)
3. Letters to the Corinthians - After Paul left Corinth, his next church planting project was in Ephesus. But, as
was Paul’s practice, he kept close contact with the church he had left behind. I Corinthians was not the first
letter he wrote to them. In I Corinthians 5:9, Paul says, “I have written you in my letter…” speaking of an earlier
correspondence. There is a missing letter which was not preserved. I Corinthians is really II Corinthians and II
Corinthians is really III Corinthians.
The city of Corinth had a reputation for immorality in the extreme. Even by pagan standards, Corinth was
regarded as worse than other cities. A commonly used insult of that time was to call someone of any place a
Corinthian. “So-and-so is just a Corinthian.” It meant he was really bad. God came for even the really bad. Out
of this evil environment God redeemed a people. I Corinthians 6:9-11 tells us what some of them had been
before God saved them: “Do you not know that the wicked will not inherit the kingdom of God?...Neither the
sexually immoral nor idolaters not adulterers nor male prostitutes nor homosexual offenders nor thieves nor
the greedy not the drunkards nor slanderers nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God. And that is what
some of you were. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus
Christ and by the Spirit of our God.”
a. I Corinthians-Many have called the Corinthians Paul’s problem church because there are many things which
required his rebuke and correction in this letter. But when people turn from sin to righteousness, it is a process
to grow up spiritually. These problems in the Corinthian church took place in the context of growth and that is
very wonderful. As painful as the problems were they are the kind of situations faced by churches which are
reaching out in a positive way.
i. The book is divided into two main sections. In the first part, Paul deals with problems he heard existed in the
church:
a) Divisions in the church, some saying, “I follow Paul.” Others saying, “I follow Apollos.” Still others, “I
follow Cephas.” And others, “I follow Christ.” (1:11-12) Paul shows them there is no need splitting the
body of Christ. He says, “What, after all, is Apollos? And what is Paul? Only servants, through whom
you came to believe-as the Lord has assigned to each his task. I planted the seed, Apollos watered it,
but God gave the increase.” (3:5-6)

b) Immorality by church members. “A man has his father’s wife. And you are proud! Shouldn’t you
rather have been filled with grief and put out of your fellowship the man who did this? (5:1-2)
c) Lawsuits. Christians taking Christians to court. “The very fact that you have lawsuits among you
means that you have been completely defeated already. Why not rather by wronged? What not rather
be cheated?” (6:7)
ii. In the second section Paul answers questions they have sent him:
a) Marriage. The Corinthians wanted to know if it was good to marry (7:1) Paul, who was single,
recommended the single life. “An unmarried man is concerned about the Lord’s affairs- how he can
please the Lord. But a married man is concerned about the affairs of this world-how he can please his
wife-and his interests are divided.” (7:32-33) However, Paul is clear, if you marry you have not sinned.
(7:28)
Some of the Corinthians were married to unsaved partners. They wondered if they should divorce
them. Paul assured them marriage is sacred even if one partner is unsaved. This in no way sanctions
Christians marrying non-Christians. This only deals with marriages where the husband or wife have
believed on Christ and the companion chooses not to do so.
b) Meat offered to idols. Much of the meat sold in the public markets of Corinth had been offered to
idols before being put on sale. The Christians wanted to know, should they eat it. Although the idols
had no power in themselves, Paul advised the Corinthians, “If what I eat causes my brother to fall in to
sin, I will never eat meat again.”(8:13) The deciding factor was, what kind of testimony or message
would they give with the eating of meat. People may think they worshipped idols! Not only are
Christians to avoid evil, they are to avoid the appearance of evil.
c) Church conduct. Order was lacking in the Corinthian church and Paul deals with various issues. One
was the conduct of women. There seemed to be an attitude among them assuming that being a
Christian permitted the ladies to do as they pleased. This was how some were interpreting Christian
liberty. (11:11) Paul had to remind them they still owed respect to Christ and to their husbands. This
must govern their behavior.
d) Another problem was the abuse of the Lord’s Supper. People were actually getting drunk at this
sacred act of worship. (11:20-22) Paul says, “Whoever eats the break or drinks the cup of the Lord in
an unworthy manner will be guilty of sinning against the body and blood of the Lord… A man should
examine himself before he eats of the bread and drinks the cup.” (11:27-28)

e) Their worship services were disorderly in another way. They were misusing the gift of tongues or
language. “So if the whole church comes together and everyone speaks in tongues, and some who do
not understand or some unbelievers come in, will they not say that you are out of your minds?”
(14:23) “If the trumpet does not sound a clear call, who will get ready for battle? So it is with you.
Unless you speak intelligible words with your tongue, how will anyone know what you are saying? You
will just be speaking into the air.” (14:8-9) In the middle of this issue, chapters 12-14 , is 13, the love
chapter! Paul stresses they should be more concerned about love than the gift of tongues. “If I speak
with the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love I am only a resounding gong or a clanging
symbol.” (13:1)
f) The resurrection. Some were saying there was no resurrection of the dead. Others were asking how
the dead are raised. Paul gives the greatest teaching on this topic in chapter 15. “Listen, I tell you a
mystery: we will not all sleep, but we will all be changed-in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the
last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be
changed…The sting of death is sin…but thanks be to God! He gives us victory through our Lord Jesus
Christ.” (15:51-57)
b. II Corinthians – This final letter in the Corinthian correspondence was written only a few months after the
above letter which Paul had sent with Timothy. It is not in the record, but it can be assumed, the church did
not accept Paul’s correction since he was forced to later send Titus. It is when Titus finally came back with the
good news of a spiritual breakthrough in Corinth that Paul wrote this letter. There were still some who were
opposing Paul’s leadership (10:10) but on a whole the church had repented and given themselves over to
correct their ways. (7:6-13)
II Corinthians is not an orderly discussion of topics as is most of Paul’s writings. It is an emotional book
revealing the inner sufferings of Paul as a minister of Christ. (6:3-13) Amidst the suffering is amazing victory
which makes it an amazing book! (4:8-12, 16-18; 12:7-10) If Paul can make it through his problems positively,
so can we.
Several doctrinal topics do appear in this book providing us the best on this matters that can be found
anywhere in scripture:
-The ministry of reconciliation- 5:11-21
-The ministry of giving- 8-9

The church at Corinth was blessed to have someone like Paul, loving them enough to confront them on their
problems. It took suffering on Paul‘s part to take firm stands on moral issues. Yet he did so and in the end it
brought about their spiritual victory.
Self – Test
What were Paul’s answers for the following questions?
1. What will happen to a Christian who is already dead at the time of the rapture?
2. Is it a good thing for a Christian to marry?
3. How can the gift of language be used in an orderly manner in the church?
Search and Study
Study Paul’s solution to the following problems and decide if the same solution would work today:
1. Church Divisions- I Corinthians 1:10-17; 3
2. Immoral member- I Corinthians 5
Read the Letters for Yourself
The Love Chapter- I Corinthians 13
Resurrection Chapter- I Corinthians 15

9. Paul’s Travel Letters- Part II (Galatians and Romans)

The entire Bible presents the message of salvation but the two books which best explain salvation are Paul’s
letters to the Galatians and to the Romans. What we have here in Paul’s theology. More than any others, these
books have kept the church to the true doctrine. There have been times when the church went off the path. It
is the teachings of Romans, in particular, which brought the church back to the correct way.
The major issue of both books is, what saves us. Are we saved by Moses’ law? Are we saved if we do not do
bad things and if we do only good? Or, are we saved by faith in what Jesus did on the cross? Paul insisted we
are justified by faith in Jesus only. Any other teaching would mean Jesus’ blood was not enough for salvation.
1. Galatians - Paul most likely wrote this letter to the churches in the province of Galatia which he planted on
his first missionary trip. It is difficult to say exactly when it was written. Some believe it was the very first of his
letters, even before the Thessalonian and Corinthian correspondence.
Certain Judaizers were preaching one could not be saved unless they were circumcised and kept Moses’ law.
Paul used strong language to express concern over this false teaching. “I am astonished that you are so quickly
deserting the one who called you by the grace of Christ and are turning to a different gospel – which is no
gospel at all. Evidently some people are throwing you into confusion and are trying to pervert the gospel of
Christ. But even if we or an angel from heaven should preach a gospel other than the one we preached to you,
let him be eternally condemned!” (1:6-8) “You foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you? Before your very
eyes Jesus Christ was clearly portrayed as crucified…Are you so foolish? After beginning with the Spirit, are you
now trying to attain your goal by human effort?” (3:1,3)
Paul showed the Galatians, the law of Moses had a purpose but that purpose no longer existed. “The law was
put in charge to lead us to Christ that we might be justified by faith. Now that faith has come, we are no longer
under the supervision of the law.” (3:24-25) This freedom from the Jewish law opened salvation to all races.
“You are all sons of God through faith in Jesus Christ…There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor
female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.” (3:26,28)
One of the themes of Galatians is life in the Spirit. “So I say, live by the Spirit.” (5:16) “If you are led by the
Spirit, you are not under law.” (5:18) “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. Against such there is no law.” (5:22-23)
The verse which puts the message of Galatians best is, “I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live
but Christ lives in me. The life I live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself

for me.” (2:20) Although alive physically, Paul declared his self-centered, sinful nature to be dead. In its place,
Christ’s nature now lived freely in him. This should be the testimony of every Christian. We live the Christ life,
dead to sin and sinful desires.

2. Romans – Paul had a plan to take the gospel to Spain (15:23-24) On the way he would visit the church in
Rome. The letter to the Romans was meant to introduce himself and his teaching. We know from reading Acts,
Paul was taken prisoner before this plan was realized. He did go to Rome but as a prisoner. The nature of this
letter is very different from Paul’s other writing. He usually had to deal with the problems of his churches or his
pastors but in this case, the church in Rome was not under his care. He was going there as a visitor. He simply
set out the message of salvation as he was accustomed to preaching it. He was saying to them, when I come,
this is the kind of preaching you can expect. For this reason, the book of Romans give us the clearest
statements of New Testament theology we have.
Paul declares, “I am not ashamed of the gospel for it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who
believes.” (1:16) He answers such theological questions as:
-Who needs to be saved? All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” (3:23)

-What is the source of salvation? “God demonstrates his own love for us in this. While we were yet
sinners, Christ died for us.” (5:8)

-What can a person do to be saved? “If you confess with your mouth, ‘Jesus is Lord’ and believe in your
heart that God raised Jesus from the dead, you will be saved.” (10:10)
-What is the result of salvation in the Christian’s life? “You have been set free from sin and have
become slaves of righteousness.” (6:18)
Many Christians struggle with sin in their lives. Paul describes this in chapter seven (7-25) But God’s plan for us
is that we be dead to sin. “We know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be
done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin.” (6:6) There is a cure for habitual sin. It comes
when the old self life dies and we allow the Spirit of Jesus to fill us and live through us.
Chapter eight is a victory chapter. Paul says in Christ we are “more than conquerors.” “In all things God works
for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to His purpose.” (8:28) “Who shall
separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger
or sword?... No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us.” (8: 35-37)
The church in Rome was mainly Gentile but there was a Jewish element as well. Chapters 9-11 deals with God’s
plan for Israel in history. He cries heavily for the salvation of Israel. (9:2-4; 11:1) But he indicates, the true
chosen people of God are not the offspring of Abraham but the ones who accept the promise God made
through Abraham. That is all of us who accept Jesus Christ! We are the true Israel, the chosen of God! (9:8)
The final chapters of Romans are very practical – living out salvation in the everyday matters of life:
- Spiritual life, “Offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God – this is your spiritual act
of worship.” (12:1)
-Civil life, “Everyone must submit to the governing authorities….This is also why you pay taxes, for the
authorities are God’s servants, who give their full time to governing. Give to everyone what you owe him: if
you owe taxes pay taxes; if revenue, then revenue; if respect, then respect; if honor, then honor.” (13:1-7)
- Social life, “Let us stop passing judgment on one another. Instead make up your mind not to put any
stumbling block or obstacle in your brother's way.” (14:13) “Make every effort to do what leads to peace and
to mutual edification.” (14:19)
The Gospel of Jesus Christ is both powerful to forgive sins and powerful to face the common matters of daily
life as children of God. The book of Romans has become the number one textbook on salvation!
Self – Test
Fill in the blanks:
1. Someone was preaching to Paul’s converts in Galatia that they had to be circumcised and obey the law of
M_________ in order to be s________________________. Paul disagreed with this. He insisted that we
are saved buy f_______________________ alone in Jesus’ blood.
2. The topic of both Galatians and Romans is s__________________. Romans was written to introduce Paul
and his t________________________ on salvation to the Roman church. It is in Romans that we have the
clearest statements of New Testament t__________________________.

3. A________ have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. If you c________________________ with your
mouth, ‘Jesus is Lord’ and b______________________ in your heart that God raise him from the dead,
you will be s_______________________.
Search and Study
1. Do a study of life in the Spirit: Galatians 5:16-26.
2. Read and study the following verses from the book of Romans: Romans 3:23, Romans 6:23, Romans 10:10;
they have been called the Salvation Road. Take a friend, who needs the Lord, down this road and you can lead
him/her to salvation.
Read the Letters for Yourself
Paul taught by Jesus- Galatians 1:11-2:10
Dead to Sin Alive to Christ- Romans 6-8
How shall they Hear without a Preacher- Romans 10:12-15

10- Paul’s Prison Letters (Philemon, Ephesians, Colossians and Philippians)

When Paul was put in prison in Rome, his traveling ministry came to an end. Was that the end of his work?
After all, what can a missionary do in prison? No. God still had mighty work for Paul. We know he preached in
prison. Instead of Paul going to the people, people came to him. Maybe his most important work in prison was
writing letters.
1. Philemon - The Philemon, Colossians and Ephesian letters were all written at the same time and delivered
by the same carrier, Tychicus. It is probable since Paul was sending Tychicus with a letter to Philemon, he took
the opportunity to send letters to the churches in that area as well.
Philemon was a wealthy Christian man. He had a slave, Onesimus, who stole from him and ran away to Rome.
There Onesimus came into contact with Paul and was converted. In his growth as a Christian, the young slave
realized he still legally belong to Philemon. Besides, he had stolen from him. He needed to return and make
his wrongs right. Paul offered to write a letter on his behalf and send Tychicus with him to aid in mending the
relationship.
Paul asked Philemon to regard Onesimus as a brother. “…In Christ I could be bold and order you to do what
you ought to do, yet I appeal to you on the basis of love…Perhaps the reason he was separated from you for a
little while was that you might have him back for good – no longer a slave, but better than a slave, as a dear
brother.” (8-16)

2. Colossians – The city of Colosse was located east of Ephesus. Paul had never been there (2:1) but he had a
special link with them. It is very likely the gospel reached them through converts of Paul’s ministry in Ephesus.
Thus he may have had an indirect oversight of them.
Paul wrote to warn them against the false teachings of that time. The best way to defeat falsehood is to
proclaim truth. Paul tells the truth about who Jesus really is. No book in all scripture so clearly spells out
exactly what we believe about Jesus. Colossians is a theology of Jesus Christ.
-He is the image of the invisible God
-By him all things were created
-He is before all things
-In him all things hold together
-He is the head of the church
-He is the firstborn from among the dead
-All God’s fullness dwells in him
-He reconciles all things to God through his blood shed on the cross.
(Colossians 1:15-20)
Paul deals with some of the false teachings which made Jesus less than this.
a. Gnosticism – A mixture of philosophy and religion was being spread around which taught the material world
was evil and spirit was good. If this were true, the one who created the world could not have been good. Paul,
on the other hand, clearly portrays Jesus as both good and present with God in the act of creation. “See to it
that no one takes you captive through hollow and deceptive philosophy, which depends on human tradition
and the basic principles of this world rather than on Christ. For in Christ all the fullness of God lives in bodily
form….” (2:8-9) There were some who were saying Jesus was spirit only and did not have a human body. That
would have meant, according to their teaching, he was contaminated with evil, created matter. Paul insisted
Jesus was fully God and fully man!
b. Judaizers – There were also those certain Jews who were troubling all the churches with false teaching. They
were saying Gentiles could not be saved unless they followed all the Jewish traditions. “Do not let anyone
judge you by what you eat or drink, or with regard to a religious festival, a New Moon celebration or a Sabbath
day. These are a shadow of the things that were to come; the reality, however, is found in Christ.” (2:16-17)
As in many of Paul’s letters the final chapters deal with practical instructions for daily living. “Clothe yourselves
with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. Bear with each other and forgive whatever
grievances you may have against one another.” (3:12-13) Toward the end Paul uses one sentence sermons. It
is as through he has a great deal to say and little time or space to say it so he shortens everything. Each
sentence is a new topic:
-Devote yourselves to prayer
-Be wise in the way you act toward outsiders
-Let you conversation be always full of grace
There is a section particularly addressed to members of a household instructing how Christians should live in
their homes. Paul’s letter to the Ephesians, which was written at the same time, has a section almost exactly
like this. We will consider these two similar passages when we deal with the Ephesian letter.
3. Ephesians - Paul’s three year ministry in Ephesus gave birth not only to the church in that city but also to a
group of churches in the surrounding area. This letter was probably meant as a circulating letter which was

passed between all those churches. In it he reveals the great eternal plan of God for the church of Jesus Christ.
Ephesians contains a theology regarding the church.
-Christ, the head of the church – “God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head
over everything for the church.” (1:22)
- Christ, the unity of the church – “Remember, that formerly you who are Gentiles…were separate
from Christ, excluded from citizenship in Israel and foreigners to the covenants of the promise, without
hope and without God in the world. But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away have been
brought near through the blood of Christ. “ (2:11-13)
-The purpose of the church – “His intent was that now, through the church, the manifold wisdom of
God should be make known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly realms, according to his
eternal purpose.” (3:10-11)
-The church, the body of Christ – “It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some
to be evangelists and some to be pastors and teachers to prepare God’s people for service, so that the
body of Christ may be built up.” (4:11-12)
-The church, the Bride of Christ – “Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave
himself for her to make her holy, cleansing her by the washing with water through the Word, and to
present her to himself as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish.” (5:25-27)
In the context of talking about the church, Paul speaks about the family. He weaves the two topics together
into one. We learn what the family should be like when we see the relationship of Christ to the church.

Ephesians 5:20-6:9 gives us the most in depth instruction regarding the Christian family in all scripture. (A
shorter version of the same teaching is found in Colossians 3:18-4:1) Paul’s heading for this section is “Submit
to one another out of reverence for God.” (5:21) This becomes the rule for all relationships within a
household.
Wives – Husbands- “Now as the church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit to their
husbands,” (5:24) “Husbands, love your wives just as Christ loved the church and gave himself for her.”
(5:25)
Children-Parents – “Children, obey your parents in the Lord.” (6:1) “Fathers, do not exasperate your
children.” (6:4) (Colossians 3:21 says, “Do not embitter your children, or they will become
discouraged.”)
Slave- Masters- “Slaves, obey your earthly masters…just as you would obey Christ.” (6:5) “Masters,
treat your slaves in the same way. Do not threaten them, since you know that he who is both their
Master and yours is in heaven and there is no favoritism with him.” (6:9)
The final teaching regarding the church in Ephesus is the church in battle. “Put on the full armor of God so that
you can stand against the devil’s schemes…. Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled around your waist,

with the breastplate of righteousness in place, and with your feet fitted with the readiness that comes from
the gospel of peace…take up the shield of faith….take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit.”
(6:10-17)
4. Philippians – Sometime later in Paul’s imprisonment in Rome, he wrote Philippians. The church in Philippi
has always had a close relationship to Paul. It was now ten years or more since Paul had founded the church
there but the close ties still remained. They had supported Paul in his missionary efforts earlier and they had
now again sent offerings for his welfare in prison. Philippians is first and foremost a thank you letter. (4:10-14)
THANK YOU

The book of Philippians has an amazing theme. Paul is in prison. His sufferings are extreme and yet Philippians
is a book of joy! The key verse is 4:4, “Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice!” Paul is not just
preaching to the Philippians; he himself, rejoices throughout the letter:
-in every remembrance of the Philippians (1:3)
-because Christ was preached (1:18)
-in the humility of his followers (2:2)
-in his sacrifice for Christ (2:17)
-in the gifts of his friends (4:10)
In chapter two, Paul encourages the Philippians to model the humility of Christ. It was not meant to be a
sermon on Christ but on humility. Yet, in it we have one of the clearest pictures of what Christ gave up in order
to save us. “Being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, but made
himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. And being found in
appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient to death – even the death of the cross.” (2:68)
Even though Paul was a prisoner which could be regarded as a dead end, he had a very positive, forward look.
“I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God had called me heavenward in Jesus Christ.” (3:14) “I
can do everything through Him who gives me strength.” (4:13)
The book of Acts and the letters we have studied so far give no clues to what happened to Paul in Rome. Was
he released from prison? Was he executed?
Self - Test
True and False: Circle T if the statement is true. Circle F if the statement is false.
1. T F When Paul was put in prison in Rome, his entire ministry came to an end.
2. T F Paul preached while he was in prison.
3. T F Onesimus, a runaway slave, became a convert while Paul was in prison.

4. T F The letters to Philemon, the Colossians and the Ephesians were written at the same time and sent with
the same carrier.
5. T F Colossians gives us a theology regarding the church.
6. T F Ephesians gives us a theology regarding who Jesus is.
7. T F Philippians is a thank you letter.
Search and Study
1. Notice, Paul always starts his letters with a report how he has been praying for the church to which he is
writing. While he was in prison, Paul had a great deal of time for the ministry of prayer. Make a list of all that
Paul prays for each of the following churches:
-Colossians 1:3-14
-Ephesians 1:15-22
-Philippians 1:3-11
Read the Letters for Yourself
Who is Jesus? - Colossians
The letter of Joy - Philippians

11- Paul’s Pastoral Letters (I & II Timothy, Titus)
All the letters of Paul we have studied this far related to the information we have about his life in the book of
Acts. This is not true of I & II Timothy and Titus. The travels referred to in I Timothy and Titus do not agree with
any of Paul’s travels in Acts. And Paul’s Roman imprisonment in II Timothy does not seem to be the same one
as the one mentioned in Acts. The question then is, where do these letters fit into Paul’s life? We cannot know
for sure, but it seems fairly clear Paul was released from prison which enabled him to return to the missionary
travels indicated in I Timothy and Titus. This means Paul was imprisoned in Rome a second time as reflected in
II Timothy. Paul may be indicating he expected execution in II Timothy 4:6.
Although we do not have the exact details of the end of Paul’s life, we do have these pastoral letters which are
among the last of his writings. His concern as he came to his end was the personal character of the church
leadership and the administration of the church after he was gone.
1. I Timothy – Timothy was one of several young men Paul gathered around him in order to prepare them for
ministry. He had traveled with Paul. At times Paul had sent him on missions to encourage certain churches.
When this letter was written, Paul was touring the churches in Macedonia and Timothy was pastoring the
church at Ephesus.
Paul writes to Timothy as his “spiritual son.” The qualifications and duties of bishops, deacons and elders are
all outlined by Paul. At first glance it could be taken for a handbook of job descriptions but it is much more
than that. The emphasis is not so much how they do their work but the kind of person they must be for the
high calling of God’s work. (3:1-13)
Timothy was young but Paul declared that pastoral authority did not rely on age: “Don’t let anyone look down
on you because you are young, but set an example for the believers in speech, in life, in love, in faith and in
purity.” (4:12) The power to pastor is centered in holy living! Paul also instructs Timothy how to relate to the
various groups in the church: “Do not rebuke an older man harshly, but exhort him as if he were your father.
Treat younger men as brothers, older women as mothers, and younger women as sisters, with absolute
purity.” (5:1-2)

Another category of church workers mentioned were widows: “No widow may be put on the list of widows
unless she is over sixty, has been faithful to her husband, and is known for her good deeds, such as bringing up
children, showing hospitality, washing the feet of the saints, helping those in trouble and devoting herself to all
kinds of good deeds.” (5:9-10) This list of widows is mentioned several times. It seems that the early church
supported needy widows. They, in turn, were busy for the Lord.

In the final chapter Paul charges Timothy to flee from the love of money. “People who want to get rich fall into
temptation and a trap and into many foolish and harmful desires that plunge men into ruin and
destruction…”But you man of God, flee from all this, and pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love,
endurance and gentleness. Fight the good fight of faith. Take hold of the eternal life.” (6:8-12)
2. Titus- Like Timothy, Titus was an understudy of Paul. Titus had been with Paul from the early days in Antioch
of Syria. He went with Paul and Barnabas when they went to the Jerusalem Council as a living example of an
uncircumcised Gentile who had become a Christian. Titus was a stable person who Paul was able to send into
difficult situations as when he sent him to deal with the rebellious church at Corinth.
Paul had left Titus to pastor the church on the island of Crete. The situation there was discouraging, to say the
least. The church was unorganized and, according to chapter 2, the members were liars, careless, gossips and
even drunkards. The Cretian society was known for their low life style. But Paul maintained God’s people had a
higher ethical standard. Six times in this short letter, Paul urged Christians to produce good works. There is a
change of life for those who count themselves part of Christ’s body.
Another emphasis of this letter was sound doctrine for which Paul gives a summary in 3:3-7, “But when the
kindness and love of God our Saviour appeared, he saved us, not because of righteous things we had done,
but because of his mercy. He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, whom he
poured out on us generously through Christ Jesus our Savior, so that having been justified by his grace, we
might become heirs having the hope of eternal life.” Paul said these were the things Titus must teach and
stress with the church at Crete.

3. II Timothy – There is a great deal of untold story regarding the circumstances of II Timothy. All we have are
the few personal remarks Paul makes in 4:9-18. Paul is back in prison. “Alexander, the metalworker did me a
great deal of harm.” Paul said. We do not have anything more of the events regarding Paul’s arrest. He did go
on to say he was alone. Demas had deserted him. No one had come to his defense at his trial. He was
expecting death, “the time has come for my departure.” (4:6)
II Timothy is a plea for Timothy to come to him quickly. In case he didn’t see Timothy again, it is actually Paul’s
act of turning his responsibilities for the work of God over to Timothy.
-God did not give us a spirit of timidity, but a spirit of power, of love and of self- discipline. (1:7)
-What you have heard from me, keep as the pattern of sound teaching (1:13)
-endure hardship with us like a good soldier of Christ Jesus (2:3)

-Do your best to present yourself to God as a workman who does not need to be ashamed and who
correctly handles the word of truth (2:15)
-I give you this charge: preach the Word: be prepared in season and out of season, correct, rebuke and
encourage (4:1-2)
There is an emphasis throughout the letter on Timothy’s need to rely on God’s Word for council: “All Scripture
is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the man
of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.” (3:16)

The crowning words of this letter is Paul’s own final testimony: I have fought the good fight, I have finished the
race, I have kept the faith. Now there is in store for me the crown of righteousness…” (4:7-8) What we have
here is God’s man facing death with confidence. He has suffered, he has endured and he had reached his goal.
The end is sad but it is victorious.
Self - Test
Multiple Choice: Circle the letter of the correct ending for each statement.
1. Paul’s missionary travels indicated in I Timothy and Titus
a. is also mentioned in the book of Acts
b. does not fit the missionary travels mentioned in Acts.
c. is a trip to Spain where Paul had a desire to go for a long time.
2. Paul’s life after the book of Acts was very likely
a. a death sentence.
b. release from prison and a trip to Spain.
c. release, a return to missionary travels and a second Roman imprisonment.
3. Paul’s letters to pastors deal primarily with
a. the spiritual character of those in church leadership
b. the doctrine of the Trinity
c. the death of the saints
4. In I Timothy Paul helps Timothy know
a. young men do not have the power to pastor older adults
b. youth is a hindrance to pastoring
c. a young pastor can treat the old men as fathers and the old women as mothers.
5. Titus was the pastor at
a. Athens
b. Crete
c. Ephesus
6. II Timothy is Paul’s

a. good-bye letter to Timothy
b. summary of sound doctrine
c. exhortation to good works
Search and Study
1. Using I Timothy 3, make a list of the spiritual qualifications for the following:
-overseers
-deacons
2. What insights do you have about enduring hardship from considering the soldier, athlete and farmer in II
Timothy 2:1-7?
Read the Letters for Yourself
Paul’s Farewell Letter-II Timothy

12- Open Letters - Part I (James, Hebrews)
Usually when we write a letter we address it to a specific person or to a group of people in a certain
place. In the New Testament we have several letters written to people everywhere. We call these open
letters.
James addressed his letter, “To the twelve tribes scattered among the nations.” It was for Christian
Jews throughout the world. The book of Hebrews does not have a formal address but by reading it one
can discover it is also written to Jews, thus we call it the letter to the Hebrews. Peter wrote to suffering
Christians, “scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia and Bithynia.” These are the
provinces representing a wide section of the Roman Empire. Jude wrote: “To those who have been
called, who are loved by God the Father and kept by Jesus Christ.”
Some of the Apostle John’s letters were also open letters but we will study them together with all of
John’s letters later. You will notice that Paul’s letters carry the name of the one or ones to whom the
letters were written. The open letters on the other hand, carry the name of the one who wrote the letter.
1. James – There are a number of men called “James” in the New Testament. Which James wrote this
letter? Written comments by early church fathers would have us believe it was James the brother of
Jesus. This comes as a bit of a surprise since Jesus’ brothers were unbelievers during Jesus’ lifetime.
(Matthew 13:55; Mark 6:3) Maybe it was the resurrection that changed them into believers because we
find them present among the 120 who were in prayer waiting for the outpouring of the Holy Spirit.
(Acts 1:14) When James, the disciple of Jesus, was executed by Herod and Peter had to leave
Jerusalem because of persecution, it was James, the brother of Jesus, who gave leadership to the
Jerusalem church. (Acts 12-17)
James may have been the very first book of the New Testament to be written. It seems to reflect a time
before the church became predominately Gentile. James was concerned about the practical living out
of Christianity in everyday life.
-The value of temptation. “Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you face trials of
many kinds, because you know that the testing of your faith develops perseverance.
Perseverance must finish its work to that you may be mature, complete and not lacking
anything.” (1:2-4)
-Doing the Word. “Do not merely listen to the Word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it
says.” (1:22) Religion that God our Father accepts is this: to look after orphans and widows in
their distress and to keep oneself from being polluted by the world.” (1:27)
-Faith with deeds. “What good is it my brothers, if a man claims to have faith but has no
deeds? Can such a faith save him?...faith by itself, if not accompanied by action is dead.”
(2:14& 17)
-Problems with the tongue. “Consider what a great forest is set on fire by a small spark. The
tongue is also a fire, a world of evil among the parts of the body. It corrupts the whole person,
sets the whole course of his life on fire.” (3:5-6)

With the tongue we praise our Lord and father, and with it we curse men, who have been made
in God’s likeness. Out of the same mouth come praise and cursing. My brothers, this should not
be.” (3:9-10)
-Resisting the devil, “Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from
you. Come near to God and he will come near to you.” (4:7)
-Confessing your sins, “Confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you may
be healed. The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective.” (5:16)
James is very much like the book of Proverbs in the Old Testament. Both of them provide practical
instruction for holy living. James writes on many topics. It is easy to feel there is no particular theme to
the book. But in chapter one, he introduces his theme: “If anyone of you lacks wisdom, he should ask
God, who gives generously to all without finding fault.” James is a wisdom letter. Later in the book, he
talks about two kinds of wisdom. …If you harbor bitter envy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do
not beast about it or deny the truth. Such ‘wisdom’ does not come down from heaven, but is earthly,
unspiritual, of the devil….But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure, then peace
loving, considerate, submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, impartial and sincere.” (3:14-17
2. Hebrews – Hebrews is a mystery book. Why? We do not know who wrote it. The writer does not
identify himself in the letter. He was most likely a Jew because the book compares Judaism with what
is offered through Jesus Christ. Names of the mystery writer most often suggested are Paul, Barnabas
and Apollos. If it was not Paul, it was probably someone from his circle of co-workers for in it we have
Paul’s theology, salvation by faith in Jesus; yet it is in a very different language style.
The beauty of Hebrews is its focus on Jesus as the best of the best. Nothing, absolutely nothing
outshines Jesus.
-He is better than the angels. “The son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact
representation of his being, sustaining all things by his powerful Word. After He had provided
purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty in heaven. So he became
much superior to the angels…” (1:3-4)
-Better than Moses. “Moses was faithful as a servant in all God’s house, testifying to what
would be said in the future. But Christ is faithful as a son over God’s house. And we are God’s
house…” (3:5-6)

- A better high priest. “There have been many of those priests, since death prevented them
from continuing in office, but because Jesus lives forever, he has a permanent priesthood.
Therefore he is able to save completely those who come to God through him, because he
always lives to intercede for them.” (7:23-25)
-A better sacrifice. “Nor did he (Jesus) enter heaven to offer himself again and again, the way
the high priest enters the Most Holy Place every year with blood that is not his own……But
now he has appeared once for all at the end of the ages to do away with sin by the sacrifice of
himself.” (9:25-26)

Such a great salvation demands a response. “How shall we escape if we ignore such a great salvation?”
(2:3) The reason for revealing how great Jesus is, is to urge readers to take full advantage of God’s
provision. The book is full of exhortation:
-Let us, therefore, make every effort to enter (4:11)
-Let us hold firmly to the faith (3:14)
-Let us then approach the throne of grace (4:16)
-Let us go on to maturity (6:1)
-Let us draw near to God (10:22)
-Let us hold to the hope we profess (10:23)
-Let us spur one another to love and good deeds (10:24)
-Let us throw off everything that hinders (12:1)
-Let us run the race (12:1)
-Let us fix our eyes on Jesus (12:2)
-Let us be thankful (12:28)
-Let us bear the disgrace he bore (13:13)
-Let us continually offer to God a sacrifice of praise (13:15)

Our best response to Jesus is to give him our faith. Nowhere is faith more fully explained than
Hebrews 11:1. “Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see.” The
writer of Hebrews introduces us to the Old Testament heroes of faith who endured unbelievable
hardship looking forward to the Promised One, Jesus, centuries before he came. We must do the same
as we look forward to the promise of His coming the second time. “Do not throw away your
confidence…You need to persevere so that when you have done the will of God, you will receive what
he has promised. For just in a little while, he who is coming will come. (10:35-37)
Self – Test
Fill in the Blank:
1. A letter written to everyone is called an o_______________ letter. In the New Testament, open
letters carry the name of the person who w_______________________ them rather than the people to
whom they were w__________________________________.
2. The letter, James, was written by the b________________________________ of Jesus. It was
written to J__________________________ scattered throughout the n________________________.
3.James says, f________________ without good d___________________ is d__________________.
4. The writer of Hebrews is a m______________________________. But the message is very clear.
Jesus is shown to be better that a__________________________ and better than M___________. He
is a better h_______________________ p_______________________________________ and a
better sacrifice.
5. Such a great s______________________________ demands a great response and our best response
is f_________________________________.

Search and Study
1. Compare James’ teaching on faith in the book of James and Paul’s teaching on this subject in
Romans chapter 4.
2. In what way does God treat us as sons? See Hebrews 12:7-13

Read the Letters for Yourself
The Wisdom Letter- James
Heroes of Faith- Hebrews 11
By Faith Abraham…. (Hebrews 11:11)

13. Open Letters Part II (I & II Peter, Jude)

We continue to study the open or general letters. Since they were written for anyone to read, we can feel they
are our letters maybe more than those writings addressed to a specific group and place. When we open them,
we are reading our own post, not someone else’s.
1. I Peter. Peter was known to be in Rome at the end of his ministry. (“Babylon, in I Peter 5:3 was probably a
code name for Rome.) Persecution of Christians by the Roman government was increasing. Both Paul and
Peter would be executed by Emperor Nero within a short period. Up to this time, Christians had been
persecuted by unbelieving Jews rather than the Romans. But times were changing. What was happening in the
city of Rome would become a wide spread persecution by the end of the first century. Peter wrote this letter
to help Christians stand against suffering.
There are 16 references to suffering in this short book. Here are some of the lessons we learn in 1 Peter:
-Trials, like fire, come to test our faith. (1:6-7)
-Suffering for righteousness is never shameful. We are blessed if we suffer in this way. (2:19-21; 3:1417)
-Suffering can be expected; it should not surprise us. (4:12)
-When we suffer for Christ’s sake, we share in His suffering. (4:13-16)
-Others are suffering also. We are not alone in our suffering. (5:9)

Suffering was certainly the circumstance of this letter but it was not the focus. It opened with an invitation to
praise God because of the “living hope through the resurrection of Jesus.” Peter was concerned that suffering
Christians would keep living positively. It is hard to believe Peter would make such challenging appeals to
suffering people. Listen to his advice:
-“….Prepare your minds for action; be self-controlled; set your hope fully on the grace to be given you
when Jesus is revealed.” (1:13)
-“….just as he who called you is holy, so be holy in all you do.” (1:15)
-“…have sincere love for your brothers, love one another deeply from the heart.” (1:22)
-“Like newborn babies, crave spiritual milk, so that you may grow up in your salvation.” (2:2)
-…you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may
declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.” (2:9)
-“be clear minded and self-controlled so that you can pray.” (4:7)

But what about the suffering, you may ask? Peter has not forgotten about that. He knows exactly the situation
of the people to whom he is writing. The message is, keep being faithful through the midst of suffering. Keep

active; keep loving; keep growing; keep praying. And he does not ignore the problems, “Cast all your care on
Him because he cares for you.” (5:7)

2. II Peter. We can assume II Peter was written shortly before Peter died. (1:13-14) While Peter used Silas as a
scribe or secretary for I Peter, (I Peter 5:12) it would seem he wrote II Peter with his own hand. Peter was not a
polished educated man. He was a fisherman. II Peter has Peter’s own touch. The Greek text is awkward. It is
not so polished but we have here the real Peter.
Peter writes with great feeling as an eyewitness of the glory of Jesus Christ. “We did not fellow cleverly
invented stories when we told you about the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were
eyewitnesses of his majesty. For he received honor and glory from God the Father when the voice came to him
from the Majestic Glory saying, “This is my Son, whom I love; with Him I am well pleased. We ourselves heard
this voice that came from heaven when we were on the sacred mountain.” (1:16-17) This was Peter’s
eyewitness account of Jesus on the Mount of Transfiguration. (Mark 9:2-13)

Peter’s major concern for the church as he approached his own death was the dangers of false teachings. True
knowledge or the knowledge of Jesus Christ, is the theme of II Peter. The phrase, “The knowledge of Jesus
Christ,” appears six times. Peter wanted to show the answer to false knowledge to be true knowledge which is
based on the revelation of the Scriptures. “And we have the word of the prophets made more certain, and you
will do well to pay attention to it, as to the light shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning
star rises in your hearts. Above all, you must understand that no prophecy of Scripture came about by the
prophet’s own interpretation. For prophecy never had its origin in the will of man, but men spoke from God as
they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.” (1:19-12)

Peter warns against false teachers, those who deny Christ to be the sovereign Lord. Even today we have to
beware of those who would want to make Jesus less than he really is. This is at the heart of most modern day
cults. Peter made it very clear, these false teachers will not escape destruction. Not even the angels were
spared when they sinned. (2:4)
The final chapter of II Peter gives one of the clearest descriptions of the last days.
-In the last days scoffers will ask, “Where is this coming?”
-The day of the Lord will come like a thief.
-The heavens will disappear with a roar.
-The elements will be destroyed by fire.
-The earth and everything in it will be laid bare. (3:3-10)
The point of considering the events of the end are revealed in 3:11. “Since everything will be destroyed in this
way, what kind of people ought your to be? You ought to live holy and godly lives as you look forward to the
day of God.”
3. Jude. The short, one chapter long book of Jude is written by another of Jesus’ brothers. He calls himself, “a
servant of Jesus Christ and a brother of James.” (1) The disciple James was already dead so the James he refers
to has to be Jesus’ brother, This would make Jude also a brother of Jesus, one who was earlier mentioned as
“Judas” in Mark 6:3.
II Peter and Jude are separate letters but the theme and working of the two are very similar. They had a similar
concern for the church. The main difference was Peter saw the danger of false teachers in a general way while
Jude had particular false teachers in mind. “For certain men whose condemnation was written about long ago
have secretly slipped in among you. They are godless men, who change the grace of our God into a license for
immorality and deny Jesus Christ our only Sovereign Lord. (4)
Jude gave a strong plea, “To contend for the faith that was once for all entrusted to the Saints.” (3) He was
trying to protect true doctrine. He was saying, do not change or allow anyone else to change the Gospel of
Jesus Christ. There was a body of truths held by the New Testament church to be “once for all” unchanging!
Jude urges his readers: “Build yourselves up in your most holy faith.” In his glorious, closing prayer, he declares
God’s ability to keep us from being pulled away by false teaching:
To him who is able to keep you from falling and to present You before his glorious presence without fault and
with great joy – to the only God our Savior be glory, majesty, power and authority through Jesus Christ our
Lord, before all ages, now and forever more! Amen.” (24-25)

Self – Test
1. What is the difference between I and II Peter?
- The difference in how it was written?
- The difference in theme?
2. How are II Peter and Jude similar to each other? How are they different?
Search and Study
1. What help does I Peter give for people today who are suffering trials?” (I Peter 3:8-22; 4:12-19)
2. Compare II Peter and Jude regarding their statements concerning false teachers: (II Peter chapter 2, Jud 316)
Read the letters for Yourself
Suffer for doing Good – I Peter
Contend for the Faith - Jude

14. John’s Letters (I, II & III John, Revelation)
The disciple, John, was perhaps the youngest of the 12 disciples. Now he was the last one alive. His words were
held to be very precious because he was the last, close, eyewitness link with Jesus in His human form. It is
thought John ministered among the churches of Asia surrounding Ephesus, during the latter part of the first
century (85-95 AD). All of John’s writings come from this period of time, even the Gospel of John which we
have already studied.
The major question being discussed in the church in those days was, who was Jesus? Was He really God? If He
was God how could He die? If He died how could He be God? The Gnostic teaching popular at this time was
influencing even the church. To them matter was evil so then, how could the pure Spirit of God have dwelt in
human form? Maybe Jesus was not really human; maybe He only seemed to be. John was the one person who
could answer these questions because he had been with Jesus. He knew Him!
The Gospel of John, I John and even the book of Revelation all deal with the topic of who Jesus really is.
-John 20:31 “These are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and believing you
may have life in His name.”
-I John 1:1 &3 “That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes,
which we have looked at and our hands have touched – this we proclaim concerning the Word of Life…We
proclaim to you what we have seen and heard, so that you also may have fellowship with us. And our
fellowship is with the Father and His Son, Jesus Christ.”

Revelation 1:1 “The revelation of Jesus Christ.”
Let us look closer at John’s letters:
1. I, II & III John – John was able to write with certainty about what he believed and it was his desire for
everyone to have this same certainty. He addressed his readers as, “My little children.” (Maybe this was
because he was old and spoke in a fatherly way.) They were probably one of the Asian churches. He wrote, his
“dear children” so that they could know, be sure, not only about who Jesus was, but about their own salvation.
a. How to be saved: “If we confess, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.” (1:9)
b. How to keep saved: “I write this to you so that you will not sin. But if anybody does sin, we have one who
speaks to the Father in our defense – Jesus Christ, the Righteous One.”

C. How to be sure we are saved:
-“We know that we have come to know him if we obey His commands. (2:3)
-“This is how we know who the children of God are and who the children of the devil are: anyone who
does not do what is right is not a child of God; nor is anyone who does not love his brother.” (3:10)
-We know that we have passed from death to life, because we love our brothers. Anyone who does
not love remains in death.” (3:14)
-“Those who obey his commands live in him, and He is them. And this is how we know that He lives in
us. We know it by the Spirit He gave us.” (3:24)
- “If anyone acknowledges that Jesus is the Son of God, God lives in him and he in God.”(4:15)
-“I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may know that you
have eternal life.” (5:13)
The key words, light and love, used in the Gospel of John are also often used in I John. In his letter they come
alive in a very personally applied way. “If we walk in the light was He is in the light, we have fellowship with
one another, and the blood of Jesus, His Son, purifies us from all sin.” (1:7) We are very familiar with John 3:16
but in John’s letter he reveals God’s love very clearly as well: “God is love. This is how God showed His love
among us: He sent His one and only Son into the world that we might live through him. This is love: not that
we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sin.” (4:9-10) “We love Him
because He first loved us.” (4:19)
II John and III John seem to be personal letters sent along with the main open letter to the church. II John is
addressed to “The chosen lady.” We can only guess who this lady was. Some suggest it was the owner of the
home where the church met. It is a personal greeting and a warning against false teaching. III John is addressed
to “The elder Gaius,” who was most like the pastor of the church. It deals with administrative matters.
2. Revelation – Persecution of Christians by the Roman government toward the end of the first century was
affecting the church worldwide. John, himself, was a prisoner on an island not far off land from Ephesus. “I,
John, your brother and companion in suffering….was on the island of Patmos because of the word of God and
the testimony of Jesus.” (1:9) He writes as a suffering prisoner to others who are suffering.

What message could a condemned apostle give to a condemned church? There is only one appropriate thing
to talk about Jesus Christ! The writer of Hebrews said it well, “Fix your eyes on Jesus.” John wrote a revelation
of Jesus! He saw past his prison. He saw past the stars. He looked into heaven and recorded what he saw.
There he saw Jesus.

Like Daniel and Ezekiel in the Old Testament, Revelation is in a category of Biblical literature called apocalyptic,
meaning that which reveals hidden things. Such writings were in the form of visions and symbolic language.
They came at times when God’s people were in deep despair such as the Babylonian captivity in the Old
Testament. In the New Testament, John’s apocalyptic writing came when the church was under attack by
Rome.
It is sometimes difficult to know the meaning of the symbolism. Therefore many people avoid reading these
books. It is true, there have been many different interpretations regarding the book of Revelation. The one
thing that there is no doubt about is the revelation of who Jesus is in relationship to history and eternity. This
is clearly communicated.
a. Jesus, the light to the churches – “Among the lampstands was someone ‘like the son of man’ …When I saw
him, I fell at his feet as though dead. Then he placed his hand on me and said: ‘Do not be afraid I am the First
and the Last. I am the Living One; I was dead, and behold I am alive for ever and ever! And I hold the keys of
death and Hades.” (1:12-18) For people facing death, this was exactly the word for them. They needed to know
who was in control when their life seemed to be out of control. The book of Revelation lets us know there is a
master plan to history and Jesus is very much the Victorious One when all is said and done.
In this vision, Jesus gave John a personalized message for each of the seven churches of Asia. These churches
had existed long enough for spiritual growth to take place as well as a period of spiritual decline. Jesus was not
easy on them because they were facing suffering. He praised them for their spiritual strengths but He
condemned them where they were weak:
-Ephesus – Spiritual Coldness (2:4)
-Pergamum – False Teaching (2:14-15)
-Thyatira – Unfaithfulness (2:20)
- Sardis – Deadness (3:1)
- Laodicea – Lukewarmness (3:15-16)
b. Jesus, the Lamb on the Throne – Not only did John see Jesus but he saw into heaven and saw who was on
the throne. He heard the new song of heaven: ”You are worthy to take the scroll and to open its seals, because
you were slain, and with your blood you purchased men for God from every tribe and language and

nations…To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and honor and glory and power for ever and
ever!” (5:9 & 13)

Revelation is full of singing. Music and worship fill its pages. Jesus in on the Throne and celebration is the order
of heaven!
c. Jesus, the Victor over Satan – “Now have come the salvation and the power of the kingdom of our God, and
the authority of his Christ. For the accuser of our brothers, who accuses them before our God day and night,
has been hurled down. They overcame him by the blood of the Lamb and the word of their testimony.” 1(2:1011) The battle between good and evil consumes much of the middle section of the book. The fall of “Babylon”
(Chapters 17-19) may be prophecy relating to the fall of Rome. “Babylon,” historically representing Israel’s
oppressors, was a code name for Rome in the early church when Rome became the centre of persecution
against Christians.
The fall of “Babylon” represents more than that, however. It is the final defeat of Satan which John saw. It had
both a significance for those to whom John wrote as well as for us. Whatever suffering we are in, we can be
sure Jesus will be the victorious One. “He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or
mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.” (21:4)
d. Jesus, the Eternal King – “Hallelujah! For our God Almighty reigns.’ (19:6) “…On his robe and on his thigh this
name is written: KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS.” (19:16)
Revelation is not only the end of the story between God and Satan; it is the end of a love story which started
in the garden of Eden. God wanted fellowship with man. Satan tempted Adam and Eve and they fell into sin
which broke the fellowship. Jesus Christ came to pay the price for man’s sin with His death on the cross. Those
who put their trust in Jesus will make up the bride of Christ. If the Bible ended without Revelation, we would
end the love story before the wedding.
Revelation ends with a wedding! “Let us rejoice and be glad and give him the glory! For the wedding of the
Lamb has come, and the bride has made herself ready. Fine linen, bright and clean, was given her to wear.
(Fine linen stands for the righteousness of the saints.) (19:7-8) “The Spirit and the bride say ‘Come’!” (21:17)
The invitation is out. Let us go to the wedding, especially since it is our wedding! If Jesus’ blood has been
applied to our hearts, we are the bride! Whenever we tell the story of Jesus, we tell our own story.

Self - Test
1. What do you know about the end of John’s life?
2. What is the similar topic in each of the writings of John: the Gospel of John, I John and Revelation?
3. What was the Gnostic teaching and how did it influence the church?
4. What are apocalyptic writings?

Search and Study
1. Read I John and make a list of every evidence which gives proof we are truly a child of God.
Read the Letters for Yourself
Songs of Heaven- Revelation 5:9-13; 15:1-4

