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A Note to Teachers
This course may be adapted to many situations. For example:
1. A Sunday School class for youth and adults.
2. A college class using research to augment the material as well as making
prime use of the “Search and Study” sections at the end of each chapter and
the “Project Assignments” in the “Appendix”.
3. A week-end workshop or other formats with limited time. The text can be
provided to the students in advance, to be completed before coming to class.
Class time can then be used to reinforce what has been learned and to
provide more in-depth information.

Introduction
The Bible is made up of many stories but they all tell one story- the story of Jesus.
2000 years before Jesus, the story focuses on the nation of Israel because it was
from this people Jesus was to come. The Story of the Old Testament is meant to
highlight the Old Testament as the first volume in a two-part story of Jesus. The
“Search and Study” sections at the end of each chapter frequently attempt to show
the relationship between Old and New Testaments.
The Story element of Old Testament history has been honoured throughout this
study. Over 50 of the most well-known and significant Old Testament stories have
been selected as reading assignments. There has been no intention to provide all
the details but to give the student a sense of how the major sections of history
connect.
The 39 books of the Old Testament are studied in such a way that the historical
events are seen in their sequence. Also the geographical setting is provided with
each section of history. Thus a holistic perspective is hopefully gained. Each Old
Testament book is viewed for its significance to the big story being told.
The repetition, visualization and self-testing which is used in this study will make
learning easy and fun. Students will be delighted with their success.
Let the story begin!

Chapter 1 - How The Old Testament is Arranged
Have you tried visiting a large city for the first time by yourself with no map and no
directions? Did the road signs make sense to you? Did the street names help you find
your way? The Old Testament is like a very large city. It is a very large book. Without
the directions of a friend, it is easy to get lost. This study is like a friend who takes your
hand and guides you on a trip through the Old Testament. Enjoy your journey!
There are 66 books in the whole Bible: 39 in the Old Testament and 27 in the new
Testament. So many Books! But they all tell the story of Jesus! You may be thinking
that the story of Jesus is what you find in the New Testament, not the Old Testament.
The Jesus Story is so important it starts, “In the beginning God created the heavens
and the earth…” (Genesis 1:1) It all started with God! The first 11 chapters of Genesis
is a general history of man. In chapter 11 of Genesis, the story begins to focus on a
particular people – Abraham and his descendants, known as the Israelites. Why?
Because it was through them Jesus was to be born 2000 years later. If someone told a
story about you they probably would not start 2000 years before you were born. None
of us are that important. But from the point in time when man sinned, God was busy
preparing for the coming of His Son to be our Saviour. The Old Testament is the story
of that preparation.
There are three different kinds of books in the Old Testament, all of them significant to
the People of Israel: history books, literature books and prophecy books. If you know
what kind of book you are reading, you will know what kind of information to expect and
you will easily follow the logical flow of the Old Testament story
Three Kinds of Old Testament Books
History
Genesis
Exodus
Leviticus
Numbers
Deuteronomy
Joshua
Judges
Ruth
I Samuel
2 Samuel
I Kings
2 Kings
1 Chronicles
2 Chronicles
Ezra
Nehemiah
Esther

Literature
Job
Psalms
Proverbs
Ecclesiastes
Song of Solomon

Prophecy
Isaiah
Jeremiah
Lamentations
Ezekiel
Daniel
Hosea
Joel
Amos
Obadiah
Jonah
Micah
Nahum
Habakkuk
Zephaniah
Haggai
Zechariah
Malachi

You will notice that there are 17 history books, 5 literature books and 17 prophecy
books and this is exactly how they are arranged in our Bible. So you can see that
they are arranged in an orderly way.
If you want to read the story of the Hebrew nation, you must read the first seventeen
books. These books compose a historical time line for the nation of Israel. If you
want to read the poetry of Israel, you must read the next five books. If you want to
read about the prophecy of Israel, you must read the final seventeen books.
This is oversimplified because there is some poetry in the historical books, and some
history in the prophecy books and so on. But the fact remains, each of the books fits
into a category. If you keep this structure in mind, the Old Testament will begin to
make sense to you.
It is a mistake to assume that the whole Old Testament is one long, unbroken story
and that the history flows evenly and consistently out of one book into the next until
they are all finished. The story line is contained in the first seventeen books. Eleven
of the history books tell the story. The other six repeat or amplify parts of the story
as shown on the chart below. The literature and prophecy books were written in
certain times which coincide with the events told of in history books. You can see
how they all fit together around the main story in the chart.
Story Line of Old Testament Books
Literature

Job

Psalms

Proverbs
Ecclesiastes
Song of
Solomon

I Chronicles

2 Chronicles

History
Leviticus

Repeat or amplify
Main story line

Deuteronomy Ruth

Genesis

Exodus

Numbers

Joshua

1

2

3

4

Judges 1 Samuel 2 Samuel

5

6

7

Esther

1 Kings

2Kings

8

9

Ezra

Nehemiah

…

10

11

Ezekiel
Daniel

Haggai
Zechariah

Malachi

Prophecy
To Israel:
Hosea
Amos
To Judah:
Habakkuk
Isaiah
Jeremiah
Joel
Micah
Zephaniah
Lamentations

To Assyria:
Jonah
Nahum
To Edom:
Obadiah

As you can see, the story of Job took place during the same time period as Genesis.
Most of the Psalms (Hebrew hymns) were written in the time of 2 Samuel and so on.
It can be helpful to read certain parts of 2 Kings and Isaiah at the same time because
they both refer to some of the same events. Reading Ezra can provide good
background for the books of Haggai and Zechariah since they all relate to the
rebuilding of the temple.
Just as it is helpful to have a good understanding of a large city in order to get
around in it easily, so it is helpful to have an understanding of the arrangement of the
Old Testament in order to comfortably read and study it.
Self- Test
1. How many Books are in the Old Testament?______
“
“ Books are in the New Testament?_____
“
“ Books in the whole Bible?______
2. Kinds of books in Old Testament:
H__________Books. How many?____
L__________Books. How many?____
P__________Books. How many?____
3. The Old Testament tells the story of God’s p____________ for the coming of
Jesus through Abraham’s descendants.
4. Story Line of Old Testament Books:
J_______is the story which took place during the time of Genesis.
R______amplifies or gives added information.
P______ comes mainly from David which is from the time of 2 Samuel.
1 & 2 C__________ repeat and amplify the time of Samuel and Kings.
I__________ was a prophet during the time of 2 Kings.
H________ was a prophet during the time of Ezra.
Search and Study
1. The Bible is a miracle book. Approximately 40 different writers contributed to
its formation. Their combined work took about 15 centuries to complete. Yet
amazingly the Bible tells one story—the story of Jesus! How can you explain
this miracle? See 2 Peter 1:21; 2 Timothy 3:16-17.
2. Memorize the Old Testament Book titles in their proper order. Ask a friend or
your teacher to test you by calling out scripture references and seeing how
quickly you can find them. This should be done without looking at the Table
of Contents in your Bible.

Chapter 2 – The Geography of The Old Testament
There is an exciting story in the book of Jonah. The word of the Lord came to Jonah.
“Go to Nineveh,” but Jonah ran for the port city of Joppa and headed for a little
island in the Mediterranean Sea. What you would not know without studying a map
is that Jonah chose to go in the opposite direction from what God said. It adds
drama and insight when you know the names, locations and distances between
important places in a story. The Bible is more interesting and understood when we
pay attention to geography.
The stories of the Bible did not take place in thin air. They occurred in real places,
with real earth and rocks underfoot. The cities, rivers and mountains we find in
Scripture really were there. It is possible to visit the land of Israel today and walk
where Moses, Abraham and David walked. Understanding the geography of Bible
times can help us more accurately visualize what actually happened thousands of
years ago.
Bodies of Water
Let us start with Mastering the rivers and seas referred to in the Old Testament.
These land marks were put there by God before man built cities or before
boundaries for countries were formed. (As you read each description, go to the
Work Map and write the name of the body of water beside the matching number.)
1. The Mediterranean Sea – This, the largest mass of water, lies to the west of
the Bible lands. It separates the continents of Europe and Africa.
2. The Sea of Galilee – Although called a sea, it can more properly be regarded
a fresh water lake. It lies inland from the Mediterranean Sea, 13 km wide and
21 km long. Much of the New Testament story of Jesus centers around the
Sea of Galilee.
Bodies of Water of the Old Testament

3. The Jordon River – Flowing south from the Sea of Galilee for 113 Km, it
empties into the Dead Sea. A lot of Old Testament history revolves around
this small river.
4. The Dead Sea – It is said to be the lowest point on earth. Because of this,
water flows into it but no water flows out. The mineral deposits which are
trapped and built up there do not allow normal plant or animal life. This is why
it is called The Dead Sea.
5. The Nile River – The Nile flows north up through Egypt into the
Mediterranean Sea.
6. The Tigris and (7.) Euphrates Rivers - These twin rivers flow side by side
through, what is today, Iraq, before they join together to empty into the
Persian Gulf.
7. The Persian Gulf – This body of water forms the eastern most boundary for
the Old Testament lands. Today it separates Iran from Saudi Arabia.
Locations
Below you will find some of the more significant locations mentioned in the Old
Testament. (As you read the description of each location, write its name beside
the proper letter on the Location Work Map.)
A. The Garden of Eden – We do not know the exact location of the Garden of
Eden. We can only say it was somewhere between the Tigris and Euphrates
Rivers.
B. Canaan/Israel/Palestine – The land lying east of the Mediterranean Sea in
which you find The Sea of Galilee, The Jordon River and the Dead Sea,
changes names
throughout the Bible story as the history changes. In Genesis it is called
Canaan. After the Hebrew People become a nation, it is called Israel. Later,
in the New Testament, it is known as Palestine.

Jerusalem – Just to the north of the Dead Sea lies Jerusalem, the city of Salem
(peace) which became the capital of Israel. Located in the central hills of the
country, it is extremely central to the Bible story. Anyone going to Jerusalem
from east, west, north or south was said to be going up to Jerusalem. It was
central not only geographically. It is central to life and to history.
C. Egypt – On the northern coast of Africa just to the southwest of Israel there
was Egypt, a land of advanced civilization. From the very beginning of the
history of the Hebrew people to the present, their history has been intertwined
with Egypt. Sometimes they were in bondage in Egypt. Moses was raised in
the courts of Egypt during that time. Sometimes they were refugees there.
Even Jesus was a refugee in Egypt when he was a small child.
D. Assyria – Right to the very north of the Old Testament lands, you will find
Assyria. It was the enemy which conquered the Northern Kingdom of Israel.
They were known as a most cruel nation. They scattered their captives so
that they could not unite to revolt against them. They invented crucifixion as a
form of capital punishment. Those captives they did not scatter, they
crucified. The Romans copied the practice of crucifixion and in New
Testament times put Jesus to death in this way.
E. Babylon – Another world power important to Old Testament history was
Babylon. It was also call Mesopotamia, between the Tigris and Euphrates. It
conquered Assyria and also the Southern Kingdom of Judah. Judah was
taken into captivity to Babylon for 70 years.
F. Persia – To the south of the two great rivers is Persia. God raised up Persia
as a super power who conquered Babylon, the enemy of God’s people. The
king of Persia allowed the Jews (people of Judah) to return home to
Jerusalem.
By studying the geography of the Old Testament, you get a brief view of the
history as well. However, at this point, concentrate on learning these locations so
that as the story unfolds you will be familiar with the actual places where it
happened.
Self Test
On the map on the next page, fill in the blanks from memory. Remember, the
blanks with numbers are bodies of water and the blanks with letters are locations.
Excellent! You have just mastered on important section of your study.

Bodies of Water in the Old Testament

Search and Study
1. Look in the back of your Bible and see if there is a map of the Old Testament
world.
Look for the same bodies of water and locations which you have been studying
about.
2. Read the story of Abraham in Genesis 11:27 – 12:5. Follow the story on the map.
How does it make the story come alive if you know it was 1,000 km from Ur to Haran
and 800 km from Haran to Canaan? Consider what kind of travel was available (no
cars, buses or bicycles). Consider the age of the people involved. How many days
would their journey have been if you know that a day’s journey was considered to be
24-32 km?

Chapter 3 – The Time Periods of The Old Testament
How long would it take to eat the meat of a whole elephant? It is too much for one
bite, that is for sure! How long does it take to learn the history of the Old Testament?
It can not be swallowed all at once so you will be given bite-sized portions. In
addition to the general history of man in the first eleven chapters of Genesis, the Old
Testament covers 2000 years of Hebrew History. That is a lot of history! Following
are eight time periods which puts it into smaller bites:
1. The Beginning – No one knows, for certain, the date of the creation of the
world and the beginning of man’s sin; the beginning of God’s plan of
Salvation; the beginning of language and many other beginnings. The
geographical setting for this beginning was Eden, somewhere between the
Tigris and Euphrates rivers.
2. Early Hebrew Fathers – In chapter 12 of Genesis, we have the beginning of
the Hebrew nation and God’s promise that through them all the families of the
earth would be blessed. They contain the record of the early Hebrew fathers,
Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and Joseph. These 4 generations covered a 200 year
period, beginning 2000 years before Christ. Abraham migrated from Ur to
Canaan.
3. The Exodus – The descendants of the early fathers became slaves in Egypt
and it looked like God’s promise to the early Hebrew fathers would never be
fulfilled. For 400 years they were in bondage until God raised up Moses to
lead them out of slavery. We call their mighty deliverance, “The Exodus”
(exit). Through Moses God made a covenant with the Hebrew people that if
they kept His laws, He would be their God.
4. The Conquest – The Conquest of Canaan, under the leadership of Joshua, is
the next period of history. The Hebrews conquer their land after their return
from Egypt with God fighting their battles for them.
5. The Judges – After Joshua died, God’s people were ruled by a series of
Judges for 400 years. God raised up a leader whenever Israel found
themselves in trouble. When there was no trouble, people ruled themselves
which did not work very well. They did what was right in their own eyes and
as you can imagine, that led to more trouble.
6. The Kingdom - Finally, God allowed Israel to have a king. They next 400
years are the kingdom years. David was the second and the most loved king.
God promised him that his throne would last forever. He made the kingdom
to be recognized as an established nation among the other nations. The land
was no longer called Canaan but Israel. Sad to say, the kingdom period is
marked by division. Soon the nation split into two: Israel and Judah.
7. The Exile – Because the nations of Israel and Judah failed to follow God, God
allowed punishment to come. They were conquered by foreign countries.
Judah was taken into captivity to Babylon for a period of 70 years. We call
this, “The Exile”. It looked like God’s promise to David had failed.

8. The Return – The Old Testament story has a good ending because God
brought the Jews back to Jerusalem to rebuild the city. Under the leadership
of Ezra and others, they had a glorious return! And through the prophets,
God’s promises to Abraham and David were very much alive.
There you have it, the whole Old Testament history in summary from! Each of
these 8 time periods will become section headings.
Self Test
1. Write in the correct time period:
_______________The creation of the world and Adam’s sin in the Garden of
Eden
_______________the beginning of the Hebrew people through the family of
Abraham whom God called to leave Ur and move to
Canaan.
_______________Under the leadership of Moses, the Hebrews exit Egypt
where they had been enslaved.
_______________Joshua leads the Hebrew nation back to Canaan where
God helps them to re-gain their land.
_______________Judges ruled as they were needed in times of trouble.
_______________King David lead Israel to nationhood and Canaan was
called the land of Israel.
_______________Because of disobedience, God allowed His people to be
taken captive into Babylon.
_______________Ezra was the main leader of the return to Jerusalem.

2. On the following map draw arrows to show the movement of each of the
time periods of the Old Testament. Begin with Eden and draw an arrow to
the next location as it changes.

Search and Study
How do we count time? We say we are living in the year of our Lord, 1998 or
2000 or 2020, and so on. In other words, we are living so many years after
Christ. This is called A.D. time. A.D. stand for the Latin words Anno Domini
meaning, the year of our Lord. But how do we count Old Testament time
which is before Christ? Christ is used as the point from which to mark time.
Instead of counting forward from Christ, we count backward from Christ. This
is called B.C. time (Before Christ). Therefore David lived 1000 years B.C.;
Moses 1500 B.C.; and Abraham 2000 B.C. If we put this on a chart, we can
see that Christ stands at the center from which all time is counted.

B.C.
2000
Abraham

A.D.
1500
Moses

1000
David

500
Ezra

0
Christ

2020
Me

How many years ago did Abraham live?
2. What does B.C. mean?
3. What does A.D. mean?
Notice that starting with Abraham, time progresses by decreasing numbering.
Notice that starting with Christ, time progresses with increasing numbering.
1.

It takes practice to think in B.C. time because of the backward numbering. It
is hard for us who are used to time progressing with increasing numbering
(2001, 2002, 2003, etc.) to think of time progressing with degreasing
numbering (1999, 1998, 1997 etc.) The nearer you get to the time of Christ
the lower the number becomes whether you are dealing with B.C. or A.D.
time.

Chapter 4 – The Beginning (Genesis 1-11)
Every story has a beginning and the Old Testament story has a grand one! “In the beginning
God created the heavens and the earth…” There are two big truths here. Firstly, this is not a
story about the beginning of God. God always was. He is eternal. God precedes the
beginning. Secondly, we learn our world was the result of a master mind. We did not just
happen. The world was not a chance accident as some science books teach. It all came into
existence by design. God did it!
The word “genesis” means beginning. The first 11 chapters of Genesis can be considered a
super important beginning. This simple introduction of the Old Testament has powerful
significance. Here we learn our roots. We find our origin. We learn who we are. In
chapters 1-2 we see man as God intended for us to be, before sin entered the world.
There are 4 major events recorded in Genesis 1-11.
1. The Creation – The climax of God’s creation was man and woman. When
everything was completed, God came down and visited with them every day. Some
people think that Adam and Eve was a last minute idea of the great creator; that God
had not really intended to make man. At the very end He happened to think, “Let us
make man.” The truth is, man was God’s first idea. God created the heavens, the
earth, the land and the oceans, the plants and animals in preparation for the main
event – man! When a man takes a wife, he goes to great effort to prepare a place for
her. Then he brings her home to live in that beautiful place. That is what God did in
the beginning. He decided to make someone like Himself, “in His image”, with
whom he could have fellowship – someone to love who could love him in return. We
were made for fellowship with God! “He chose us in him before the creation of the
world…” (Ephesians 1:4)
What does it mean to be created in God’s image? This is not a physical likeness. We
are a thinking, feeling, loving, deciding person with the capacity for choosing good.
In this way we reflect God’s nature. God is Spirit so we can not look like him but we
are like him because we too are spirit. In fact, it would have to be someone enough

like God to have fellowship with Him. For example, we do not have fellowship with
frogs because they are not enough like us to have fellowship. We were made like
God for fellowship with God. When we are out of fellowship with God, we are most
miserable. Why? Because we are not fulfilling the purpose for which we were made.
We are like a fish without its ocean or a bird without air. Man is only fully happy
when he is properly related to God.
2. The Fall – Satan is jealous of man’s special place in God’s heart. He appeared in the
Garden of Eden as a serpent in order to trick Adam and Eve into rebellion against
God. They ate of the tree of knowledge of good and evil from which God has
restricted them. Sin entered the world. All the pain, all the evil, all the suffering in
our world can be traced to that event. We call it, “the fall of man.” He fell from
fellowship with God. God is holy. It is not possible for sin and holiness to be in
fellowship with each other. We were made in God’s image, holy as God is Holy, but
now that image was marred.
Into this dark moment comes God’s promise of one who will defeat Satan. Genesis
3:15 says: “I will put enmity (hostility) between you (the serpent) and the woman,
and between your offspring and hers (Jesus); he will crush your head and you will
strike his heal.” Satan will hurt His heal but Jesus will crush Satan’s head. This is the
first prophecy regarding the victory of Jesus over Satan. God cared so much about
man, He immediately put into action a plan to restore the ruined relationship. There is
a battle going on between God and Satan, over us. This is the story of the Bible and
the hero of the story is God’s Son, Jesus, as revealed in the New Testament.
3. The Flood – Over the next several hundred years, man multiplied. His tendency to
sin also multiplied. There came a point when the evil was so bad, it was about to
destroy any chance for God to have a people with whom He could have fellowship.
There was only one man who lived a righteous life, Noah. God performed surgery on
the human race, cutting out the diseased part leaving behind the healthy tissue to
restore itself. He did this by sending a worldwide flood which destroyed mankind,
except for Noah and his family, who were saved in the ark (large boat) which God
had instructed Noah to build. God promised that judgment for sin would never come
by flood again.

4. The Tower – From the beginning God intended for people to fill the whole earth. It
was all created for them and he wanted them to enjoy it. But man tended to stay
together. Also, after the fall, the greater the population concentration, the greater sin
was compounded. We see this at the tower of Babel. After the flood God’s
instruction was, again, to spread out and populate the whole earth. But the people
stayed in one place. Perhaps they felt powerful because of numbers. In a great show
of self-importance, they made plans to build a tower that would reach into heaven.
This displeased God, so He confused their language which caused them to scatter.
Here we have the beginning of various languages, races and nations.
This brings the drama to the point of one particular nation through which, the Saviour,
would come. That is the nation of Israel and the founding father is Abraham. That is
the topic of the next chapter.
The Geography of the Creation Period

Story Of the Old Testament: Summary
Book/s

Period

Person

Place

Story

Genesis

Beginning

Adam

Eden

Adam was created in God’s
image but he sinned and
spoiled God’s original plan.

1.

Self – Test
Draw a line from the events at the left to the correct description on the right.
Creation
Fall
Flood
Tower

Judgment for sin
Beginning of the nations
Sin entered the world
Man in the image of God

2.

Fill in the blank
a. The word “Genesis” means b______________
b. Write 5 things which had their beginning in the book of Genesis
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
Search and Study

Jesus is called “the second Adam”. Read Romans 5:12-21 and I Corinthians 15:22. What
does this mean? What similarities or differences can you find between the temptation of
Adam and even in the Garden of Eden (Genesis 3) and the temptation of Jesus in the
wilderness (Matthew 4:1-11)?
Read the Stories For Yourself
Creation – Genesis 1-2
The First Sin – Genesis 3
Cain and Able – Genesis 4
Noah’s Ark – Genesis 6
The Tower of Babel – Genesis 11:1-9

Chapter 5 – Early Hebrew Fathers (Genesis 12-50)
Every nation has their heroes and Israel was no exception. The story can not
proceed without the names Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and Joseph. Before the Hebrew
people were a nation, they were a family. Abraham was the founding father and
each succeeding generation, for the next 3 generations, had their clan leader.
The Old Testament story now centers on these early Hebrew fathers. It is through
this people that Jesus eventually comes.
God Chose a People Through Whom the Savior Would Come
Abraham
Isaac
Jacob (Israel)
(Hundreds of years later)
David
(Hundreds of years later)
Jesus

Let us learn about the 4 major men of this period.
1. Abraham – He lived about 2100 – 2000 years B.C. (Before Christ) Abraham lived in Ur among
people who did not know God Jehovah. God, the Almighty, began to talk to Abraham and reveal
Himself to him. God chose Abraham. He called him to leave his country, his people and his way of

life. Abraham chose to follow God, and God promised to give him a new country. God promised to
bless him and to make his name great. God promised Abraham that through his descendants all the
families of the earth would be blessed. (Genesis 12:1-2) (This referred to Jesus who was to come
through the line of Abraham.) In calling this one man, God was involved in a worldwide effort to
restore his relationship to the human race.
Abraham’s wife, Sarah, was childless. It seemed that God was not keeping His promise to provide
him with descendants. How was he to become a great nation? He did not even have one son. Sarah
tried to help the problem by giving her servant girl, Haggar, to Abraham to have a child with her.
Ishmael was born to Haggar. But God was not pleased with that arrangement. God had a better
plan. It was a miracle! At the age of 90 Sarah conceived and gave birth to Isaac. Abraham was 99!
2. Isaac – The son of promise, for whom Abraham and Sarah had waited so long, was to be offered
as a sacrifice to God. God asked Abraham to do this as a test of his faith. Would Abraham trust God
to do only wise and good things in his life? Would Abraham obey God regardless how out-of –order
the command seemed? That is exactly what Abraham did! He placed Isaac on the altar. His hand
was raised to kill him when the angel of the Lord ordered him to stop. Abraham looked up and there
caught in the bushes was a ram which made a much more appropriate offering. God did not want
Isaac to be killed. He wanted to know if Abraham was willing to obey and trust Him.

The story how God provided the bride, Rebekah, for Isaac is very special. Without ever seeing each
other, God made clear they were right for each other. God repeated to Isaac the promise He had
made to Abraham that He would bless him, make his name great and that through his descendants
all the families of the earth would be blessed. God blessed Isaac and Rebekah with twins, Esau and
Jacob.
3. Jacob – Jacob began as a cheater. He tricked Esau, his older twin brother out of his inheritance
and out of the blessing of God’s promise to their family. Jacob wanted good things but he chose evil
ways to get them. Such was the anger of Esau that Jacob had to run for his life. In the process he
found his true love Rachel. More importantly, he had life changing encounters with God and
became a true spiritual leader.
In one particular crisis, Jacob pleaded with God to bless him. But God would not unless Jacob told
his name. The name “Jacob” means deceiver. To give his name would be a confession of what kind
of man he was. Confession is always difficult. Jacob struggled with that. But finally he
acknowledged who he was. God not only blessed him, He gave Jacob a new name, “Israel,”
meaning one who struggled with God and lived. While Abraham was the father of the founding clan,
Jacob was the father of the nation of Israel. Each of his 12 sons became the father of one of the

tribes that comprised the nation of Israel. And now you know Jacob’s new name became the name
of the nation.
4. Joseph – The God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob was most deeply loved by Jacob’s 11th son, Joseph.
Jacob’s other sons had very little commitment to God’s call upon them as a nation. They sold Joseph
as a slave and he was taken to Egypt. Because of Joseph’s righteousness, he rose to be a great
leader in Egypt. Joseph married in Egypt and had two sons Ephraim and Manasseh. They were
grandsons of Jacob and are two of the tribes that make up Israel even though they were not actually
Jacob’s sons. Joseph’s brothers came to Egypt for food during a famine. Who did they meet?
Joseph! The brother they had sinned against so terribly, forgave them.

The whole family settled in Egypt and enjoyed peace and comfort as long as Joseph lived.
When he died, however, his people were enslaved for the next 400 years. There they waited
for a deliverer. That is another story.

The Geography of the Hebrew Fathers

Self – Test
Circle “T” if the statement is true, Circle “F” if the statement is false.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

T
T
T
T
T

F Joseph became a great leader in Egypt.
F Joseph was the 11th son of Isaac.
F Jacob had a twin brother, Esau.
F The nation, Israel, got its name from Jacob’s new name.
F Abraham left his country, Ur, to follow God.

Search and Study
How have you been blessed through Abraham? Read Genesis 12:1-3, Galatians
3:16, 26-29. If we belong to Jesus we are the “seed” of Abraham.
Read the Stories for Yourself
Call of Abraham- Genesis 12:1-5
Sodom and Gomorrah- Genesis 19:1-29
Abraham Offers Isaac- Genesis 22:1-19
Jacob and Esau- 25:19-34
Jacob Wrestles with God- Genesis 32:22-32
Joseph’s Coat- Genesis 37
Joseph in Prison- Genesis 39-40
Joseph Rules in Egypt- Genesis 41-42

Chapter 6 – The Exodus (Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy)
If you are interested in a great story, you will find it, for sure, in the book of Exodus – the story of
how 3 million enslaved Hebrew people exited Egypt. Over a 400 year period, Abraham’s
descendants had multiplied into a densely populated slave colony. It was not easy for them to get
out of Egypt. Pharaoh (ruler) of Egypt threatened them with military action if they tried such a thing.
They were his labour force. The miracles God performed during this time are among the most
spectacular in the Bible – The Nile River turned to blood, rods turned into snakes, the first born of
every Egyptian family died and the Red Sea parted to allow the Israelites to cross over on dry land!
The book of Numbers records that there were 600,000 fighting Hebrew men who left Egypt. We can
assume there were at least that many women. Let us suppose there were 2 children for every
couple. There would have been elderly people too old to fight. There was also the priestly tribe who
did not fight. If you add all that together there were between 2 and ½ and 3 million people. This
was not a small tribe. It was a nation on the move.

Old Testament Books of the Exodus Period
1. Exodus – Moses’ repeated cry, “Let my people go,’ is the theme of the opening section of this
book. The title, Exodus, refers to the miracle exit (departure) of the Hebrew people from slavery in
Egypt. The giving of the Ten Commandments and the instructions for building the tabernacle (the
tent of worship) were of major importance as the new nation established its way of life.

2. Leviticus – The Levites were the priestly tribe. Leviticus takes its name from this tribe as it
contains all the laws the priest were to follow in regard to the sacrificial system. The theme of the
book is holiness. Repeatedly, the instruction is, “Be holy for I am holy.” In order to have fellowship
with a holy God, we must be a holy people. Sin stands in the way, therefore sacrifices must be
made. From teachings in the New Testament, we realize the only perfect sacrifice for sin was Jesus.
3. Numbers – This is a census-taking record. The numbering of the Hebrew people when they left
Egypt is the topic of chapter 1. Again before they entered Canaan there, was another numbering.
Between these 2 censuses there were 40 years of wandering in the wilderness. They lacked

confidence in God to enter and take the promised land. Mercifully, God supplied water, manna and
quail for their survival in the desert.

4. Deuteronomy - At the end of the 40 years of wandering Moses reminds the people of all God has
done for them. Much of Deuteronomy is a repeat of what is contained in the preceding 3 books. In
fact, the word “Deuteronomy” means second law. The important difference in this second giving of
the law is the emphasis Moses puts on teaching God’s laws to their children. (Read Deuteronomy
6:1-9) If you want to preserve your nation, keep passing down, to each new generation, the rules for
holy living.
These 4 books plus Genesis are called “The Books of Moses” because he is the author. (See Exodus
17:14, Deuteronomy 31:9) They are also referred to as “The Books of The Law” since they contain
the giving of The Ten Commandments, the civil law of the nation and the laws governing their
worship.

Major Events of the Exodus Period
1. Deliverance – The Hebrew people were slaves in Egypt for 400 years. Their situation seemed
hopeless. The promise God made to Abraham that his descendants would be a great nation in the
land promised to them, certainly had not come to pass. They had become great in number,
however. The ruling Pharaoh became fearful they would unite to overpower his armies. For this
reason, he had all their boy babies killed – all except one, Moses. By a miracle he was protected to
be the deliver. A shy man, he was not confident to be a spokesman for God. But Moses did not lead
in his natural strength. “Let my people go,” he cried. His boldness to declare the judgments of God
against Egypt in plague after plague was relentless: water turned to blood; frogs, gnats, flies, boils,
hail, locus and darkness came in succession, and finally, death of the first born in each family. God,
Himself, through this ordinary man, brought the great Pharaoh down. In fact, Pharaoh begged them
to go! But they only got as far as the Red Sea when Pharaoh changed his mind and came after them.
That is when God parted the sea and they walked through on dry land. When the waters came
together again, the Egyptian army was no more – drowned, swallowed! Now God had only one
destination for The Hebrew people, Canaan. The land Abraham had first settled was to be their
home again.
2. The Law Given - For a year or more, the new nation camped at Mount Sinai. Moses met along
with God on top of the mountain where he received the Ten Commandments written in stone by the
finger of God. (Exodus 20) Also, Moses was given the laws to govern the national life as well as their
relationship with God. These laws were a covenant between God and the people. Keep them and
God would bless them. Moses was with God in the mountain so long, the people became restless.
Camping was a hard life. Being slaves was better than this, many thought. Egypt seemed pretty
good. They longed for the comforts of slavery. They had been delivered from Egypt but Egypt had
not been delivered from them. When Moses came down the mountain, he was horrified to find
them worshiping a golden calf. God’s anger was so great, He was going to destroy them all and start
a new nation through Moses. But Moses cried, “…forgive their sin-if not, then blot me out of the
book you have written.” This was not an attempt to bargain with God. It showed Moses’ strong

identity with the people for whom he prayed. Moses was to bear the pain of leading a rebellious
people over and over again.
3. Kadesh Barnea – When the Israelites broke camp, they headed for Kadesh Barnea, the gateway
into the promised land. A representative from each of the 12 tribes was chosen to enter Canaan to
spy out the land. The report they made was that the land was flowing with milk and honey but there
were giants and massive armies. 10 of the spies said there was no way they could conquer the land.
Only 2 men, Joshua and Caleb believed God was able to give them victory. They recommended that
they go at once and claim the land God had promised.

4. 40 Years of Wandering – The people believed the majority report of the 10 spies and refused to
follow Moses into Canaan. For this unbelief, God decreed that no one 20 years old or more would
ever see the land promised to them. For 40 years this rebellious people wandered in the wilderness
and died in the wilderness. Even Moses got weary with this complaining horde of people to the
point he broke out in anger. And for that God also restricted him from entering the land of milk and
honey. Joshua and Caleb were the only ones to reach the land of Canaan. They are the only ones
who experienced the miracles God did in giving them the land He had promised.

Chapter 7 – The Conquest (Joshua)
Moses was dead. The nation of Israel was on the bank of the Jordon River
positioned to enter Canaan. But the river was in flood. What would happen? Listen
to God’s words to Joshua: “Be strong and courageous. Do not be terrified; do not
be discouraged, for the Lord your God will be with you wherever you go.” (Joshua
1:9)
Joshua had been well trained for his job. He had been apprenticed to Moses from
the early days. Joshua had been with Moses on Mount Sinai when God gave the
Ten Commandments (Exodus 24:13, He did not go all the way up the mountain
because Moses instructed him to stay at a distance.) Joshua, of course, was one of
the two spies who had given a positive report after they had investigated the land of
Canaan 38 years earlier when the rebellious nation had chosen to take the advice of
the 10 negative spies. Joshua believed God when the majority doubted.
1. Jordon – Joshua’s first challenge as leader was to cross the Jordon River at
flood stage. Would the people follow him or would they shrink from the
circumstances as their fathers had done? There was no Moses with his rod to
part the waters as had happened at the Red Sea. No mighty wonders to
behold, only raging water and the simple instruction to move forward.
Obedience was the key. The priest were to lead the way. God had promised
the waters would part when the feet of the priest touched the water. And so it
happened, the first of many miracles.
2. Jericho – Joshua’s strategy was to divide and conquer. Jericho was a
centrally located and mightily fortified city. The region was characterized by
individual kings, each with his own city and surrounding territory. With the
attack on Jericho, Joshua began to cut through these city states in the middle.
Having divided the land and breaking up the possibility of his enemies uniting
against him, Joshua was able to conduct a southern and then northern
campaign. This effective procedure was not Joshua’s idea, however. Joshua
took his orders from God. The angel of the Lord instructed Joshua to have his
men march around the city of Jericho once a day for 7 days and on the 7 th day

to march around it 7 times. At the given signal, a shout and blast of trumpets
went forth and the walls came down.

3. Conquest – the conquest to the south focused on the city of Gibeon and the
Amorite kings of that region. After taking the city and driving the enemy
forces in retreat, a great hailstorm was sent from heaven which killed most of
the Amorite warriors. To complete the destruction of the enemy, Joshua
commanded the sun to stand still so he could finish the battle.

The northern campaign was equally successful. There are history records in
addition to the Bible which tell us the enemy had 300,000 infantry, 20,000
chariots and 300,000 soldiers on horses. But God promised Joshua, “I will
hand all of them over to Israel to be slain,” (Joshua 11:6) and it was so!
4. Division of the Land – Each of the 12 tribes of Israel were given their portion
of land. From this point on for the next several hundred years, the tribes
operated independently. There was no national leader such as Moses or
Joshua. It was up to the individual tribes to defend and hold their land. This
was not always easy as we shall find out in the next installment of the story.
The Geography of the Conquest Period
Draw an arrow into the southern part of the land from Jericho. Draw an arrow
into the northern half of the land. This is the geographical movement of the
conquest.

Self – Test
Fill in the Blank: God told Joshua to be strong and c______________ and not to be
discouraged. God did many mighty miracles in the Conquest of the land. At Jericho,
the walls came down at a s__________ and the blast of a t__________. At Gibeon
God gave victory by sending h________ to destroy most of the enemy. At Joshua’s
command, the sun stood s_________ and the battle was a total victory. After the
conquest , each of the 12 t__________ were given their portion of the land.
Search and Study
There were 12 tribes of Israel named after the sons of Jacob. The map on the next
page shows how the land was divided between the tribes.
1. Compare the list of Jacob’s sons in Genesis 35:23-26 with the names on the
maps.
2. Who are Manasseh and Ephraim? Read Genesis 48. Notice that Manasseh
is given a double portion of land.
3. Are there any names missing on the map which are included in the list of
Jacob’s sons?
4. What was Levis’ inheritance? Read Joshua 13:14, 21, Deuteronomy 12:1012.

Read The Stories for Yourself
Crossing the Jordon – Joshua 3-4
Fall of Jericho – Joshua 6
Achan – Joshua 7

Chapter 8 - The Judges (Judges – Ruth)
The Israelites were living in the Promised Land! One would expect this period of
time to be grand and glorious, but it was not. Times were hard, very hard. The land
had been conquered but now they had to defend it. There were still enemies around
them trying to take back the land. And there was no united army since each tribe
had dispersed to their allotted land. It was really each man for himself, or at least,
each tribe for itself. There was no central government giving direction to the nation.
In times of trouble, God would raise up a leader to bring deliverance. These heroes
of action would free the tribe or nation from subjection to one of the surrounding
nations. Because of their victories in battles, they became local or national leaders.
They were called judges. Some of the more well known of the judges were Debora,
Gideon and Samson.
This was a dark time in the history of the people of Israel. Spiritually, they were at a
low point. It is recorded in the final verse of the book of Judges, “every man did what
was right in his own eyes.” The result was moral and social perversion. For about
400 years, this was the situation in Israel. There are 4 main things to think about in
relation to the period of the Judges:
1. The Judges - These are not the kind of judges we are familiar with who sit in
a court of law in long black robes making judgment on criminal cases. Rather
they are military leaders who gained political significance. We know of 17
such judges. The thing to remember about the Judges is, they were chosen
by God for a particular crisis. When the crisis was over and that judge died,
there was no automatic successor. Three of the major judges are:
Debora – Debora was a woman God used. She is also called a prophetess.
So respected was she by the captain of her army, he wouldn’t go to battle
without her. (Judges 4)

Gideon – He was victorious over the enemy army of thousands with only 300
men. According to God’s instructions they used pitchers and lamps rather
than swords. It is a grand story. (Judges 6)

Samson – There is more information about Samson than the other judges.
Therefore we remember him as the most well known of the Judges. Although
God gave him divine physical strength, he had a weak moral character. He
did great things for his nation but failed in his personal spiritual life.
2. Rebellion This time period was characterized by spiritual rebellion. Just
before Moses died, he instructed Israel to do three things. They failed on all 3
points:
-Destroy all the inhabitants of Canaan.
-Avoid intermarriage with the Canaanites.
-Refuse to worship the Canaanite gods. (Deuteronomy 7:1-5)
3. A Repeated Pattern of Backsliding - The book of Judges is made up of 7
cycles of spiritual ups and downs. Each cycle has the same pattern:
- Israel sins
- God disciplines them through military defeat by a neighboring country
- Israel repents and cries to God for deliverance
- God raises up a judge who delivers them from foreign bondage
- God frees the land of political oppression for the remainder of that judge’s
life

3. Ruth - In refreshing contrast to the spiritual darkness predominate in the time
of the Judges, is the story of Ruth. Although she was a Moabite, she chose
Israel’s God and was a model of moral and spiritual strength. It was through
her that God chose to fulfill His promise that through Abraham’s descendants
all the families of the world would be blessed. Ruth is included in the
genealogy of Jesus (Matthew 1:5) The Israelite family into which Ruth
married lived in the very town into which Jesus was to be born- Bethlehem!

The Geography of the judges Period
Match the numbers below with the blanks on the map on the next page to see the
neighboring countries which oppressed Israel during the time of the Judges.
1. Philistia
2. Moab

3. Mesopotamia
4. Canaan

5. Ammon
6. Midian

Self – Test
A.

Circle “T” if the statement is true. Circle “F” if the statement is false.
1. T F The period of the Judges was a time of spiritual rebellion.
2. T F Judges were leaders who delivered the people from foreign
oppression.
3. T F Debora and Ruth were women Judges of this time period.
4. T F There was no central government during the Judges period.

B. Matching - Match the Bible quotes or book descriptions with the correct Bible books by drawing
a line to the proper book.
1. “Be holy, for I, the Lord your God am holy”

Genesis

2. “Every man did what was right in his own eyes”

Exodus

3. “Be strong and courageous”

Leviticus

4. “God created the heaven and the earth”

Numbers

5. “Let my people go”

Deuteronomy

6. A census taking

Joshua

7. The second law

Judges

Search and Study
1.

Why would the nation of Israel so carefully preserve the story of Ruth? Why is she so
special beside the fact she was a godly woman? (Read Ruth 4:13-22, Matthew 1:1-6)

Read the Stories for Yourselves
Gideon – Judges 6-7
Samson – Judges 16
Ruth and Naomi – Ruth 1

9. The kingdom Period – Part 1 Establishing The Kingdom
(I & II Samuel, I &II Kings, I & II Chronicles)
God had promised Abraham, “I will make you into a great nation.” They were great in numbers but,
up to this point, you could not call them a great nation. Now it was time for greatness!
Now the story gets more detailed because more has been recorded for us. We will spread the
Kingdom period over 3 chapters in order to look at these years more closely. There are two main
sources for the story. I & II Samuel and I & II Kings is one continuous story in 4 volumes told from
the prophet’s view. I & II Chronicles is a shorter version of the same story told from the priest’s
view. Most of the Literature books come from the early part of the Kingdom Period and most of the
Prophecy books come from the later part of the Kingdom. All these books together help to give us a
more complete story of this period.
There are four important men in the story of Israel becoming an established nation:
1. Samuel: We call Samuel a hinge man. He is like the hinge on a door. With him the door to the
period of Judges closed. And with him the door to the Kingdom years opens. He is said to be the
last judge, and at the same time, the first prophet.
It is Samuel who anointed the first kings of Israel. It was a sad day when Israel asked for a king. It
was God’s idea that He would be their King but, as we have seen during the time of the Judges, the
people took things into their own hands and many times left God out of their consideration. Now
they called for a king they could see; a “King like all the other nations”. Up to this point, God had
given His specially chosen leaders. If they now established a monarchy, their leaders would no
longer be specially chosen by God. They would be determined by birth. Some would most likely not
be righteous; they would not be God’s man. This would lead them into trouble.
It is good to point out, God continued to choose His spokespeople. These specially called ones we
know as the prophets. Samuel was such a man. He was given to God by His mother. She took him
to live with the high priest, Eli.

Even as a young person, Samuel did not hesitate to speak the truth to the old priest about his
sinning sons. And he did not fail to rebuke King Saul for failing to fully obey the instructions of God.
2. Saul: The man chosen to be Israel’s first king was a man of impulse. He made a great start and
proved himself a military leader. He made outstanding progress at commanding a standing army
and had triumph over Ammon and later the Philistines. But Saul lost his spiritual balance. In an
impulsive act, he assumed the job of priest and dared to offer a sacrifice before going into battle.
Later, in the battle against the Amalekites, Saul made his big mistake. God’s instruction was to
destroy everything- people and herds. But Saul spared the best of the flock and King Agag as show
pieces of his victory. His excuse to Samuel was that the flock were for sacrifice. We then have the
memorable words of Samuel, the prophet, “To obey is better than sacrifice.” (I Samuel 15:22) In
that instance, God rejected Saul and Saul’s descendants as the kingly line.
3. David: God’s choice for the next king was a shepherd boy from the tribe of Judah and the village
of Bethlehem. David brought greatness to the nation. He is the star, the hero of this time period. It
was David who established Jerusalem as the capital of Israel. It was David who defeated all their
enemies and allowed them to dwell in peace for the first time since they came to this land.
Great as he was, David was a very ordinary man, one who could fall into temptation and he did. It is
painful to report that David took a woman who was a wife to someone else. Beside that, he tried to
cover his sin. God exposed his wrong doing through Nathan, the prophet who declared, “Thou art
the man,” (II Samuel 12:7). David repented but many sorrows came to him because of this event.
David’s repentance was real and God’s forgiveness was real to such an extent that we still regard
David as a might man of God.
David was a song writer. Many of the Psalms (songs) were written by King David. Reading them can
give insight to his life with God because, for the most part, they are prayers as well as songs.
As God made a very special promise to Abraham, so God made a very special promise to David. He
told him that the throne of his kingdom would be established forever. (I Chronicles 17:14) The
house of David would always have a descendant on the throne. He would not do as He had done
with Saul. He would not reject him nor is offspring.
The rest of the story can be judged against this promise. Did God keep his word? There is a lot of
story yet to come but we already know the end. Who is the King of Kings? Who is it who reigns
forever and ever? Jesus, the Son of David! “Of the increase of his government and peace there will
be no end. He will reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom…form that time on and forever
more.” (Isaiah 9:7)
4. Solomon: David’s son, Solomon, is the final important figure in establishing the kingdom of Israel
as a nation among nations. Given the chance to ask God for anything, he chose wisdom. Some of

his wisdom is recorded in the book of Proverbs, an instruction book for young men on how to live a
pure life.
The most important thing Solomon did for the nation was build the temple. Up to this time there
was only the portable tent of the tabernacle. With the permanent structure of magnificence which
Solomon built, worship was centralized in Jerusalem. It unified religious practice and brought the
nation together for the annual feast days.

Other ways in which Solomon strengthened the nation related to military and political strategy.
Some of this was good and some was not so good. Through a system of taxes and international
trade Solomon made Israel a wealthy nation. His annual income was over R60 million. During
Solomon’s rule, great building projects took place. City walls were built making their cities more
secure from outside attack. He added horses and chariots to his military strength.
The most damaging of his great efforts was the foreign alliances he made with heathen countries.
He did so by marriages to foreign princesses. We are told that Solomon had 700 wives. This was a
good way to have peace with neighboring countries but it was also a way for Solomon to have his
heart pulled away from God. It also allowed heathen practices into the nation of Israel. In
Deuteronomy 17:14-20 God specifically restricted future kings of Israel from 3 things:
1. Collecting great numbers of horses
2. Taking many wives
3. Accumulating great amounts of gold
Solomon did all 3 of these things in a big way. Instead of relying on the power of God, he relied on
the power of horses, peace alliances and gold. Although Solomon began well, he lost his spiritual
wisdom. The long range effects on the nation were disastrous!

Self – Test
Choose and circle the letter of the best answer:
1.

We call Samuel a hinge man because he
a. was Saul’s number one man
b. was the last judge and first prophet
c. lived all his life for God

2.

God rejected Saul because he
a. disobeyed God’s instructions
b. disagreed with Samuel
c. was not God’s choice

3.

God’s promise to David was
a. he would make of him a great nation
b. he would give him the desire of his heart
c. he would establish his throne forever and ever

4.

Solomon failed on 3 points
a. making peace with heathen countries, establishing worship and peace at home.
b. multiplying horses, wives and gold
c. building great city walls, a splendid palace and a magnificent temple

Search and Study
1.

What can you learn about the life of David from the following Psalms? Psalm 23, 28, 32, 38,
52.
2. Notice that I & II Kings, written from the prophet’s view, includes the stories of Elijah and
Elisah. (I Kings 17-21, II Kings 2-7). These are not found in the Chronicles. Also notice that
the Chronicles, written from the priestly view, gives extensive detail regarding the building
and dedication of the temple not found in the kings (II Chronicles 2-8)

Read the Stories for Yourself
Samuel’s Call – I Samuel 3
Samuel anoints Saul – I Samuel 8-10I
Samuel anoints David – I Samuel 15-16
David and Goliath – I Samuel 17
David Spares Saul – I Samuel 26
Return of the Ark – II Samuel 6
Building the Temple – I Kings 6

10. The Kingdom Period – Part II
The Divided Kingdom (I & II Kings, II Chronicles)
Just at the point where we can call the nation of Israel great, things began to fall
apart. We had the wonderful promise God gave to David that his kingdom would last
forever and now we are about to see it crumbling. This great and wonderful nation of
Israel split into two.
It is always painful to speak of divisions. It was not pleasant for those who
experienced it and it is not pleasant for we who study about it. For one thing, it
means we have to remember twice as many details. It gets confusing. We have to
keep sorting the information, such as which king belongs to which nation. For this
reason, we will try to give only the most important facts regarding the 150 years of
the divided kingdom. We will consider four major aspects of this part of the story:
1. The Kingdom Divided When Solomon died and his son, Rehoboam, came
to the throne, the 10 northern tribes revolted. They rebelled against the heavy
taxing system and Rehoboam only promised to increase their taxes. These
northern tribes chose their own king, Jeroboam. They kept the name, Israel.
The 2 southern tribes, Judah and Benjamin, adopted the name, Judah, after
the larger tribe. They, of course, had the capital, Jerusalem, with the temple.
They also had the continuous line of David’s descendants on their throne.

The long range effects of this division had very sad results for the northern
kingdom. We cannot applaud the unwise leadership of the young Rehoboam
in the south. At the same time, Jeroboam, in the north, led his people away

from God They set up their own worship centres and chose priests who were
not Levites. They mixed the religion of Israel’s God with the heathen worship
of Baal. The political life of the northern kingdom, Israel, was very unstable.
When a king died often there was a blood purge of his entire family. The
throne was often taken by a coup. There was no continuous royal family.
None of the kings of the northern kingdom were righteous.
2. The Influence of Ahab and Jezebel Two of the most outstanding kings of
the north were Omri and his son, Ahab. They brought a certain amount of
political stability to the nation. Omri established Samaria as the capital.
In order to secure peace with the Phoenicians, Ahab married Jezebel, a
Phoenician princess. She was a dominate lady who promoted the worship of
Baal and Asherah in a big way. Altars and temples to those heathen gods
were given state sanction. 450 prophets of Baal and 400 prophets of Asherah
were invited to eat at the royal table. (I Kings 18:19) Aspects of Baal worship
such as child sacrifice and temple prostitutes were unthinkable for people who
had once worshiped the holy God of Israel. Yet, Baalism practically wiped out
the worship of the one true God.
Jezebel’s influence did not stop with the northern kingdom of Israel. In a
peace settlement with the southern kingdom, Judah, Ahab and Jezebel gave
their daughter, Athaliah, in marriage to Jehoram who became king in Judah.
Athaliah infected Judah with the same idolatry her mother had introduced to
Israel. Jehoram is said to have walked in the ways of the house of Ahab
because the daughter of Ahab was his wife. (II Kings 8:18) The story does
not end here. When Jehoram died and, in turn, his son, Ahaziah, also died,
Athaliah ordered the murder of all her grandsons and seized the throne for
herself. It looked as though the descendants of David had come to an end.
What about God’s promise to preserve the line of David?
Athaliah’s influence during the reigns of Jehoram and Ahaziah was strongly
denounced by the majority of the population in Judah. The high priest lead an
opposition party which was able to rescue Joash, a baby grandson of
Athaliah. He was hidden in the temple for six years. When Joash was 7
years old, the high priest arranged for a surprise coronation of the rightful heir
to the throne. God does keep His promises.

3. The Ministry of Elijah and Elisha. When God’s people forsake Him, He
always raises up a specially called person to be His spokesman. We call
such a person, a prophet. Elijah was God’s prophet mainly in the time of
Ahab’s reign in the northern kingdom. His most important work was to stop
the advance of Baalism. There is no more dramatic story in the Old
Testament than the contest on Mount Carmel between the 450 prophets of
Baal and 400 prophets of Asherah and one lone prophet of God, Elijah. Two
sacrifices were to be made, one by Elijah and one by the prophets of Baal.
The god which sent fire to consume the sacrifice was to be recognized as the
true God. The prophets of Baal went first. All day they prayed and nothing
happened. When evening came, Elijah took his turn. He prayed a very short
prayer: “O Lord hear me, that this people will know that you are the Lord
God” (I Kings 18:37). No sooner had he spoken the words, than the fire fell!
The prophets of Baal were seized and put to death. Elijah was one of the Old
Testament’s great heroes. He along with Moses appeared with Jesus on the
mount of Transfiguration. (Matthew 17:3)
Elijah had a young assistant, Elisha. One day as they walked along, Elijah
was taken up to heaven in a whirlwind. Elijah’s cloak fell on Elisha’s
shoulders. Elisha had prayed that he would receive a double portion of
Elijah’s spirit. God answered that prayer.

It is safe to say that Elisha was the greatest miracle worker in the Old
Testament. Most of Elisha’s miracles, like those of Christ, were works of
mercy. He sweetened brackish water, rendered harmless a dish of poisonous
food, multiplied the widow’s oil, raised a young boy from the dead, multiplied
bread for a hungry crowd and healed a Syrian army officer from leprosy. As
we view Elisha’s ministry as a whole, we can see the fulfillment of his desire
for a double portion of Elijah’s spirit.
4. The End of The Northern Kingdom During the final 50 years of the nation
of Israel, the nation of Assyria was gaining power and conquering one small
nation after another. The day of judgment was coming to Israel as God’s
prophets, Amos and Hosea, foretold. On the Assyrians first invasion of Israel
they demanded large sums of money. On the second invasion, during the

reign of Pekah, they took the country, all expect the city of Samaria. After a 3
year siege, that city was finally taken. Captives by the thousands were taken
away into Assyria. Many thousands of Assyria’s captives from other captured
nations were brought into Samaria. They mixed with the remaining Israelite
population producing a mixed race people who became known as
Samaritans.
The Assyrians would have also captured the southern kingdom of Judah
except for a miracle act of God. Judah was to survive for more than another
100 years! The story continues in the next chapter.

Self – Test
A. Fill each blank with the correct country, Israel or Judah:
1.________rebelled against Rehoboam and formed their own nation.
2.________chose their own king, Jeroboam.
3.________kept Jerusalem as their capital along with the temple.
4.________selected priests who were not Levites.
5.________kept the line of David on their throne.
6._______had no righteous kings.
B. Circle T if the statement is true. Circle F if the statement is false.
1. T F Jezebel and Athaliah promoted Baal worship and did a great deal
of evil.
2. T F Athaliah tried to have all her grandsons killed so she could be
queen.
3. T F Elijah prayed all day before God heard him and sent fire on his
sacrifice.
4. T F The Assyrians conquered Israel and took many away captive.

Search and Study
1. What religious system was practiced in the northern kingdom? (I Kings
12:25-33, 16:29-33
2. What was the end of Ahab and Jezebel who had promoted Baal worship?
(I Kings 21:1-26, 22:37-38, II Kings 10: 1-28)

3. One of the good kings of Judah during this period was Jehoshaphat. Read I
Chronicles 20:1-29 to find out what unusual way he went to battle.

Read the Stories for Yourself
Ravens Feed Elijah – I Kings 17:1-6
Fire From Heaven – I Kings 18: 16-45
Naaman – II Kings 5
Joash – II Kings 11

11. The Kingdom Period Part III
The End of Judah (II Kings, II Chronicles)
It is important to know there is no end to God. In fact, when it appears to be the end,
God is often doing good and grand things behind the scenes. The end of Judah
was not the end of God’s promises as we shall see.
Actually, Judah in the south had a longer history than Israel in the north. Not all their
kings were righteous but they had a number of outstanding godly kings. These
rulers worked in co-operation with the prophets. This helped preserve the nation for
a longer time. We will learn about some of these great men. But we will also have
to hear about evil kings who did not respect God’s prophets.
1. King Hezekiah and the Prophet, Isaiah Hezekiah was the most faithful to
God of all the kings since David. At the very beginning of his rule, he set in
motion the greatest religious revival Judah had ever known. The temple was
cleansed and repaired. The ceremonies and feast days were carried out
strictly according to the law of Moses. Idolatry was stamped out in all its
forms throughout the kingdom.
The greatest threat to Judah at this time was the powerful nation of Assyria.
As you already know, Assyria captured the northern kingdom of Israel. Israel
was no more! Now Assyria was determined to take Judah as well. Some of
the cities of Judah did fall to the Assyrian invasion.

The Assyrian army came at last to encamp around the city of Jerusalem.
Insulting messages were shouted to guards on the wall. The king heard

about the war of words. It was meant to discourage him. But at that point, the
king heard from the prophet, Isaiah: “Don’t be afraid of what you have heard.”
(Isaiah was thought to be a cousin of Hezekiah.)
Finally, the general of the Assyrian army sent a letter to King Hezekiah
demanding surrender. Hezekiah knew what to do with such a letter. He took
it to the temple and spread it before the Lord. God’s answer through Isaiah
was quick: “He will not enter this city and shoot an arrow here.” That night,
the scripture tells us, the angel of the Lord put to death 185,000 of the enemy
army. When morning came, the remaining soldiers broke camp, withdrew
and never came back.
2. King Manasseh and King Josiah. When Hezekiah died, his 12 year old
son, Manasseh, took the throne and ruled for close to 50 years. Manasseh
was as evil as his father had been righteous. All the idolaters who had been
restricted during Hezekiah’s rule took advantage of the young king. They
were allowed total freedom to practice Baal worship again. As an adult, he
built heathen altars in the temple. He practiced child sacrifice, practiced
sorcery and consulted mediums and spiritists. He killed the prophets and any
who opposed his evil ways. The worship of God was almost forgotten.
Not until Manasseh’s 8 year old grandson came to the throne did religious
reform come. Young King Josiah ordered all the altars to Baal destroyed. In
the 18th year of his rule, he collected funds to repair the temple. In the
process of the repair work, a copy of the Law of Moses was found. No one
seemed to have seen it before. When the king read it, he sent to get the
advice of the prophetess, Huldah, who informed him it was God’s Word.

Can you imagine how amazed the king was to learn how far they were from
following the laws of Moses? He tore his clothes and behaved as one in
mourning. King Josiah called a great assembly of the people of Jerusalem
and had the book read to all of them.
3. The Prophet, Jeremiah, and the Last Kings of Judah. Jeremiah began his
ministry while Josiah was still king and continued over the last 40 years of
Judah’s history. Sad to say, Josiah was the last righteous king. Three of his

sons and one grandson ruled after him. They had no respect for Jeremiah.
Idolatry was the way of life in Judah.
Assyria was no longer a threat because Babylon had captured Assyria.
Babylon had become the major world power. They were now the ones to
fear. Jeremiah warned that Babylon would destroy Judah as punishment for
the sins of the nation. He dared to speak the truth to the wicked kings. He
was accused of being a national traitor because it sounded like he was
speaking in support of Babylon, the enemy. For this Jeremiah was subjected
to extreme persecution. His writings were burned. He was thrown in prison.
He was abandoned by his own people. He watched as the royal line of David
came to an end. Zedekiah, the last king, was captured. His two sons were
slain before his eyes. He was then made blind by his captors and carried
away into captivity.
What about God’s promise that the Kingdom of David would never end? No
earthly kingdom is forever. All kingdoms rise and fall. Judah was no different
except in one way. God was to raise up from the ashes of their defeat,
survivors from which the King of Kings would come. (Jeremiah 25:12, 29:10)
God’s story is not about Judah. It is about Jesus. It is Jesus’ Kingdom which
will last forever. This means that Judah, as a nation, came to an end but the
story goes on!

Geography of The Kingdom Period
Draw an arrow from Israel to Assyria. Draw another arrow from Judah to
Babylon. This is the geographical movement of the kingdom period.

Self – Test
Fill in the blank:
1. The righteous king, H___________, took the letter from the general of the
A___________ army demanding surrender to the temple and spread it

before the Lord. God delivered the nation of J_________ by sending the
death angel to the Assyrian camp in the night where 185,000 died.
2. The wicked King, M__________, practiced B_____ worship. He
established heathen altars in the t________. His son, J_________,
repaired the temple and the lost book of the L______ of M______ was
found. Religious reform was carried out under his rule.
3. A____________ was conquered by B____________ which was the world
power which brought J_______ to an end as a nation. But the royal line of
D________ has no end. The K_______ of K________ of the tribe of
J_______ rules forever and ever.

Search and Study
1. What caused Judah to withstand the Assyrians? (II Kings 18:1319:33, Isaiah 36-37)
2. What caused Judah to fall to Babylon? Read II Kings 24:18-20, II
Chronicles 36: 11-20, Jeremiah 37-39:14

Read the Stories for Yourself
Hezekiah’s Letter and God’s Answer – II Kings 18-19
Josiah and the Lost Book – II Kings 21:19-23:30

12. The Exile (II Kings, II Chronicles, Ezekiel, Daniel)
The Northern kingdom of Israel was conquered by Assyria in 722 B.C. and taken into
captivity. The southern kingdom of Judah was conquered by Babylon in 586 B.C. as
Jeremiah had warned would happen. He also accurately prophesied that their
captivity or exile in Babylon would last 70 years. There is very little information about
the Exile Period in the history books. Our insights into this time period come mainly
from two prophecy books by men who were used of God in Babylon, Daniel and
Ezekiel.

1. Exiles Even before the destruction of Jerusalem, King Nebuchadnezzar, of
Babylon, took captive certain choice young men of Jerusalem. Included in this group
was Daniel and his companions, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego. In chapter 3
of Daniel we get a picture of how the exiles were tested in regard to religious
practice. When Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego were unwilling to bow down to a
heathen god, they were thrown into a fiery furnace.

Nebuchadnezzar made another invasion of Jerusalem three years later at which time
he took into exile members of the royal family and important citizens. Among them
was Ezekiel as we learn from the beginning of his prophecy. At the time Jerusalem
was destroyed, the final group was taken captive. The greater part of the population
except for the very poorest, were taken to Babylon. (Jeremiah was left with those
who remained)
1. Daniel. The book of Daniel is largely about Daniel’s own life in Babylon. He became a very
respected person to the point he was given position in government. Even in that high office, he was
tested and persecuted because he prayed three times a day to his God. Men, jealous of his honored
job, had him thrown in a lion’s den expecting that to be the end of Daniel. What a surprise they had
when Daniel survived. Then the king had those men, themselves, thrown to the lions.

This incident give us some insight into the life of the Jews while in exile. The Babylonians seemed to
take captive those who were skilled or able to be trained and would contribute to the life of their
kingdom. They had a more positive attitude toward their captives than Assyria had had with theirs.
Except for the fact that they were often persecuted for their worship of God, they seemed to be
treated kindly. We will find that the Persians who took power next were even more favorable to the
Jews.
2. Ezekiel God called Ezekiel to be a pastor to those in captivity. He was an encourager who
foretold national restoration. He sat where they sat but he also spoke clearly the message of
repentance. There was no temple, of course, no rituals of sacrifice. Their attention could focus on
what the temple and sacrifices meant. More clearly than any other Old Testament prophet, Ezekiel
preached personal salvation: “The soul that sins shall die… Get yourselves a new heart and a new
spirit! Why will you die, Oh House of Israel?”

Geography of the Exile Period
Draw a line from Babylon to Assyria, circling Assyria. Draw another line from Persia
toward Babylon encircling both Babylon and Assyria. This represents the shift of
power during the Exile Period. Babylon conquered Assyria and Judah. Persia
conquered Babylon. Persia, in the end, was ruling everyone!

Self – Test
Circle the letter of the correct answer:
1. The captives from Judah were exiled in
a. Egypt
b. Assyria
c. Babylon
2. They were exile for
a. 40 years
b. 70 years
c. 120 years
3. Daniel was a prophet of the exile period who was a
a. pastor to the exiles
b. government official
c. miracle worker
4.

Ezekiel preached a clear message of
a. personal salvation
b. repentance and sacrifices in the temple

c. judgment
5. Babylon was captured during this period by
a. Judah
b. Persia
c. Israel

Search and Study
1.

There are three different names used for God’s people throughout the Old Testament. You
can trace their history by studying and understanding these names.
-Hebrews (meaning wander, living in tents, without land) –Exodus 10:3
-Israelites (used as they became a nation and settled on their land) Joshua 3:17
-Jews (the term for someone from Judah) Jeremiah 41:2-3
2. Read Psalm 137 – a song of the captivity period.

Read the Stories for Yourself
Daniel’s Diet – Daniel 1
The Fiery Furnace – Daniel 3
Daniel in the Lion’s Den – Daniel 6

13. The Return Period (Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther)
The Persian take-over of Babylon brought about great changes for the Jews in
captivity. Three hundred years earlier, Isaiah made a prophecy which came true at
this point. “I am the Lord…who says of Cyrus, He is my shepherd and will
accomplish all that I please; he will say of Jerusalem, ‘Let it be rebuilt.’” (Isaiah
44:28) Who was Cyrus? It was a mystery until 540 B. C. when a man by the name
of Cyrus came to the Persian throne. He took action to return all captives to their
native lands. In the case of the Jews, he ordered silver and gold and freewill
offerings to be provided for the rebuilding of the temple in Jerusalem. Their captivity
was over! Four outstanding individuals mark this time of restoration:
1. Zerubbabel. Cyrus appointed Zerubbabel, a prince of the house of David, to
be governor of the new settlement in Jerusalem. (Although the Jews were
free to move back home, they were still under the rule of Persia.) The book of
Ezra informs us that about 50,000 people returned to Jerusalem under the
leadership of Zerubbabel. A destroyed city left vacant for 70 years was
nothing wonderful to come home to. It had returned to wilderness. Wild
animals probably grazed in the streets of what had once been the great city of
Jerusalem.
The main accomplishment of Zerubbabel was the rebuilding of the temple.
The prophets Haggai and Zechariah greatly encouraged the people in this
project.

These returned exiles did not have the great wealth Solomon had when the former
temple was built. They were ashamed to build a temple of lesser beauty but God’s
spokesman declared, “The glory of this house will be greater than the glory of the
former house.” “The desired of all nations will come, and I will fill this house with
glory.” (Haggai 2:7-9) Could he have been speaking of Jesus who would someday
come to that temple? There was a special word of God for Zerubbabel through
Zechariah, “This is the word of the Lord to Zerubbabel: ‘Not by might or by power,
but by my Spirit,’ says the Lord Almighty.” (Zechariah 4:6)
2. Ezra - Some time later Ezra led a smaller group of exiles home. Ezra was a
Levite. During the captivity he became a student of the written word of God.
He was a scribe involved in copying written documents in order to preserve
them. His main task back in Jerusalem was to educate the people about the
word of God. Most of them probably had not heard it read during all the years
of their captivity. For days Ezra read aloud to the whole population. They
listened. They cried because their lives were far from what the law of God
decreed. They confessed their sins. There was revival! (Nehemiah 8-9)
3. Nehemiah - Word came from Jerusalem to Nehemiah, cup bearer to the
Persian king, that the walls of the city had still not been repaired. This news
brought such sadness to Nehemiah’s heart that even the king noticed
something was bothering him. The king was very understanding and allowed
Nehemiah to return to Jerusalem entrusted with the job to rebuild the walls. It
was a great success in spite of the hostile opposition of their Samaritan
neighbors. They were jealous of all the help the Persian government was
giving to the Jewish community. At times the workers were forced to have a
trowel in one hand and a sword in the other to guard against a surprise attack.

4. Esther - Not all the exiles returned to Jerusalem. Some chose to remain in
the land of their captivity. Many had high and respected careers and lived
prosperous lives. Esther, a Jewish maiden, was chosen to be the wife of the
Persian king. During her time in the royal court, a wicked plot was made by
Haman to kill all the Jews in the kingdom. Through a brave act of Esther she
exposed the evil plan and all her people were saved. Her words, “If I perish, I
perish,” (Esther 4:16) displayed the deep level of her commitment. The
Jewish people today celebrate the Feast of Purim to commemorate what
Esther did.

We have come to the end of the history section of the Old Testament. How is the
story progressing? What about the promise God made to Abraham? Did God fulfill
His promise? They were in their own land. Yes. Were they a great nation? No.
Although the Persians were kind to them, they were not free.
What about the promise God made to David? Was there a continuous line of kings
from the family of David on the Throne? As long as Judah remained a nation, God
did protect the royal line of David. But now there was no nation and no king. What
are we to think? Does God not keep His Word? There is good news! We have
come to the end of the Old Testament history but this is not the end of the story. The
Old Testament is the first volume of a two volume story. Even in those dark days
God was giving renewed promises through His prophets. The best was yet to come!

The Geography of the Return Period
Draw an arrow from Persia to Jerusalem to indicate the movement of the Jews back
to their homeland.

Self – Test
Who said or did the following:
________”Not by might or by power, but by my Spirit, says the Lord…”
________Led the first group of captives home
________”If I perish, I perish.”
________Led the people to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem
________King who allowed the Jews to return to their homeland
________A scribe who read the Word of God to the people of Jerusalem
________”The glory of this house will be greater than the glory of the former”

Search and Study
Rebuilding the temple did not happen quickly. What were some of the obstacles
faced by the returned exiles? Read the book of Haggai. What is the main message
of the book?
Read the Stories for Yourself
Esther – Esther 4-7
Rebuilding the Walls – Nehemiah 4-7

14. Literature Books – Part I
Job and Writings of David (Job, Psalms)
One of the good things which happened during the exile period was an increased
interest in the written records of the nation. While the Jews were secure in their
country this did not seem so important but when all that was precious was taken
away, the record of their past history was counted extremely precious. The
collection and preservation of the history books, as we now have them, probably
took shape during this time. The same is true for their literature books. Every
people have stories, songs and proverbs which are held to be very special by the
tribe or nation. The Jews were no different. We are now going to consider this
collection of writings. The following chart is a review. It shows how the literature
books relate to the history books you have already studied.

1. Job The book of Job is very ancient. We don’t really know how old it is. The
kind of life described in it matches a way of life similar to Abraham’s time. It is
a dramatic story. Job was a very wealthy and godly man. God allowed Satan
to test him by taking away his health, his wealth and his family in order to
show that Job would trust in God no matter what happened to him. Three of

his friends tried to discover the cause of his suffering. Why do the righteous
suffer? None of their ideas were satisfactory. They believed suffering was
the result of sin in Job’s life. But Job was not aware he had sinned. Finally,
at the end of the book, God spoke. He changed the focus of concern. The
important thing is not why the righteous suffer. The important thing to
remember is God is in control both in the good times and the bad. In the
presence of the all-knowing, all-wise God, Job humbled himself and submitted
to his suffering. In the end God restored his health, increased his wealth and
God again gave him children like he had in the beginning.

2. Psalms The collection of songs which became used as the Jewish hymn
book is what we know as the book of Psalms. There are 150 songs. King
David wrote more than half of them. Other authors are included. Psalm 90 is
a song of Moses. Many of the songs are attributed to Asaph and others to the
sons of Korah. These are skilled individuals whom God used.
There are different types of Psalms:
a. National Psalms which review history and God’s care of them (see
106/7)
b. Nature Psalms which declares God’s greatness in His creation.
(see 8 &9)
c. Prophetic Psalms which find fulfillment in Jesus (See 16, 110 and
Acts 2:25-36)
d. Psalms of Repentance (See 51 which is David’s prayer after he
sinned)
e. Temple Psalms (See 24 &100)
f. Worship Psalms (See 103, 150

Instruments were used with the songs as is shown below:

Since we are studying literature, it is important to notice the literary style which was
common to Hebrew literature. Two main literary techniques are used in the Psalms:
A. Parallelism – the coupling of ideas. This is the main characteristic of
Hebrew poetry. Here are some examples:
-One idea stated two ways:
Make me know Thy ways, O Lord;
Teach me Thy paths. (Psalm 25:4)
-Two contrasting ideas:
The Lord knows the ways of the righteous,
But the way of the wicked shall perish (Psalm 1:4)
-The second idea shows a result of the first idea:
The Lord is my shepherd;
I shall not want. (Psalm 23:1)
-The same thought repeated many times in order to build to a climax:
O come, let us sing to the Lord:
Let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation.
Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving,
And make a joyful noise to him with psalms.
For the Lord is a great God,
And a great King above all gods. (Psalm 95:1-3)

b. Figures of Speech – creating visual pictures with words which had
powerful meaning. Notice the following examples.
-Keep me as the apple of your eye (Psalm17:8)
-As the deer longs for water,
So longs my soul for you, O God. (Psalm 42:1)
-The Lord is my shepherd. (Psalm 23:1)

Self – Test
Circle T if the statement is true. Circle F if the statement is false.
T

F 1. The important truth in the book of Job is, God is in control in the bad
times as well as the good times.

T

F 2. All the Psalms were written by David.

T

F 3. The main characteristic of Hebrew poetry is the use of parallelism.

T

F 4. A figure of speech is creating visual pictures with words.

T

F

5. Hebrew poetry is found only in the books of Psalms.

T

F

6. Parallelism is the matching of ideas.

Search and Study
1. Psalm 22 is one of the psalms which is fulfilled in Jesus. Read verses 1-21
and list each similarity you find with the New Testament record of Jesus’
crucifixion.
2. Write your own psalm of praise. If you are musical put it to a tune and sing it.
Read the Stories/ Psalms for Yourself
Job – Job 1-2, 42:10-16
The Lord is My Shepherd – Psalm 23

15. Literature Books – Part II Writings of Solomon
(Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song of Solomon)
The two most loved Hebrew writers were King David and his son, Solomon. As we have
seen, most of the Psalms were written by David. The books we are about to study now, are
mostly the work of Solomon. When Solomon became king, he asked God for wisdom and
God gave him a wise and discerning heart. It is said in I Kings 4:32 that he spoke 3,000
proverbs and wrote 105 songs. We only have a small portions of these writings. The book
of Proverbs contains only 900 of Solomon’s proverbs. Let us look at each of the Old
Testament books which Solomon wrote.
1. Proverbs – A proverb is truth said in a short, easy-to-remember way. It is particularly valuable as
a teaching tool. The book of Proverbs is a collection of teaching proverbs. In other words, it is a
school book. Some suggest that it was used for educating young men who were being prepared to
serve in the king’s court. (See 14:35, 23:1) That may have been how it was used in the beginning
but it became valued as proper moral education for all boys entering adulthood. (“My son, if sinners
entice you, do not give in to them.” 1:10)

Proverbs is a practical book dealing with how to have a successful and godly life. The instruction is
to seek Wisdom with a capital “W”. Not cleverness, but Wisdom! That Wisdom is based on a
reverence for God. “The fear of God is the beginning of Wisdom.” (1:7) Wisdom is contrasted with
the way of trickery, violence and immorality. In Proverbs, Wisdom included the discernment
between good and evil in the ordinary affairs of life or the discernment between truth and
falsehood. But the greatest of all discernments was to see clearly between what was of man and
what was of God. The life of Wisdom and righteousness was seen to invade every aspect of life –
relationships, money, honesty, work, home, and much more.
At the very end, there are the words of Agur and Lemuel. In the final chapter, Lemuel gives a
description of the kind of wife every young man hopes to have. This completes the instructions for
living which became the standard education for young men of Bible times. It is still powerful
teaching for the youth of today! If Solomon would have followed his own teaching throughout his
life, he would have escaped much grief.

2. Ecclesiastes The title, “Ecclesiastes”, is a Greek word meaning Preacher. Verse 1 of chapter 1
says, “The Word of the Preacher, son of David and king in Jerusalem.” The preacher of Ecclesiastes
can be no other than Solomon. The repeated theme of the book is everything under the sun is
useless, without meaning. Life has no meaning without God. The Preacher examines man’s venture
into pleasure, wealth, power, education and finds all of it to be empty. All of these have an
appropriate place but no lasting significance unless the person is linked to God. That link makes life
beautiful! “He (God) has made everything beautiful in it time. He has also set eternity in the hearts
of men.” (3:11) Man cannot be satisfied by things under the sun when we are made for eternity!

It is very likely that this writing of Solomon took place toward the end of his life. It may have been
his own life that he was evaluating. He had sought all those meaningless things under the sun
(earthly things) and found no satisfaction. The final verses give us the conclusion of the matter:
“Fear God and keep his commandments, for this is the whole duty of man.”
3. Song of Solomon - This love song in drama form is thought to be a wedding song. It pictures the
intimate love relationship between Solomon and his Sheulammite bride. In so doing, it presents
God’s view of married love.

Elsewhere in the Bible sexual relationships outside marriage are condemned. Here the sexual
relationship is honored because it is a marriage love song. Marriage is God’s idea. It is holy and
beautiful in His sight. In fact, earthly marriage is a small picture of the marriage God is planning in
the heavenly realm. He is looking for a bride. From the beginning of time, God desired a love
relationship with man much deeper and more intimate than physical love. The story will not end
until the wedding of heaven takes place. (See Revelation 19:6-9) Who is the bride? The bride is
the church! (See God’s love for Israel.) Down through the history of the church, The Song of
Solomon has been taken as a picture of God’s love for the church.

Self – Test
Write the name of the literature book described below:
1._________________The Hebrew hymn book
2._________________instructions for living for young men
3._________________God’s view of married love
4._________________God is in control even in times of great suffering

5._________________Life without God has no meaning

Search and Study
1. What are some of the well known proverbs in your culture? Compare them with those
found in the book of Proverbs.
2. What is the topic of Proverbs 2-7? What instructions are given on the topic?
3. Make a chart similar to the one in chapter 14 showing the relationship between the
history books and the literature books.

Read the Poems for yourself
A Wife of Noble Character – Proverbs 31:10-31
A Time For Everything – Ecclesiastes 3:1-14
Remember God – Ecclesiastes 12:1-8

16. Prophecy Books- Part I
The Threat of Assyria (Jonah, Amos, Hosea, Isaiah, Micah)

There are 17 prophecy books just as there were 17 history books in the Old Testament. They appear
in the Bible according to size of books. The longer books appear first: Isaiah, JeremiahLamentations, Ezekiel, Daniel. Then you have the shorter prophecy books. This is one way to
arrange them and you need to know this arrangement because this is how you will find them when
looking for certain scriptures in the Bible.

History Books
Genesis

Literature Books
Job

Prophecy Books
Isaiah

Exodus

Psalms

Jeremiah

Leviticus

Proverbs

Lamentations

Numbers
Deuteronomy

Ecclesiastes
Song of Solomon

Ezekiel
Daniel

Joshua

Hosea

Judges

Joel

Ruth

Amos

1 Samuel

Obadiah

2 Samuel

Jonah

1 Kings

Micah

2 Kings

Nahum

1 Chronicles

Habakkuk

2 Chronicles

Zephaniah

Ezra

Haggai

Nehemiah

Zechariah

Esther

Malachi

We want to study the prophecy books arranged a bit differently, however. We want to understand
how they fit into the story of the Old Testament so we need to see them arranged according to

history. God spoke to specific situations as they were happening. When we are able to fit the
history and the prophet’s message together, we better understand the message. Most of the
Prophecy Books fit into the book of 2 Kings as you can see on the chart below. They spoke to the
nation warning judgment if they did not turn from their sinful ways.

The time line at the top of this chapter heading gives a more careful fitting together of the kings and
the prophets. It is a valuable tool to refer to when wanting to relate the prophets to their time
period. It is interesting to note on the time line that there is a group of prophets leading up to the
capture of the northern kingdom by Assyria. There is another group of prophets leading up to the
capture of the southern kingdom by Babylon. God always sends warnings and gives a chance for
repentance before judgment comes. We will study the prophets according to these historic
segments.
The word “prophet” means one who is the mouth of God- one who speaks God’s message. There
were two aspects to this job. The more common one was to do what preachers do today: expose
sin, warn people of judgment and call them to repent. Occasionally, God would predict future events
through his prophets- events significant to the plan of God in history such as the coming of Jesus.
We will see both of these important jobs taking place as we study the prophets.
The messages of the prophets were normally addressed to a nation. Among the prophets who
ministered during the time of the Assyrian threat, some gave their message to Assyria, some to
Israel, some to Judah.
1. Prophet to Assyria Jonah- The book of Jonah is the story of a reluctant prophet. God called
Jonah to preach judgment to the city of Nineveh, the capital of the nation of Assyria. Since
Assyria was an enemy nation, you would think Jonah would be happy to pronounce
judgment and coming destruction on them. But Jonah knew God to be loving and merciful.
He was afraid God might spare them. That would not be to the benefit of his small nation
under threat from Assyria. Then he finally went and preached to the people of Nineveh and

spared it from destruction. “O Lord, is this not what I said when I was still at home? That is
why I was so quick to flee to Tarshish, I knew that you are a gracious and compassionate
God, slow to anger and abounding in love, a God who relents from sending calamity…”
(Jonah 4:1-2) The book is more than a story about a disobedient prophet. It reveals that
God’s love reaches to all people. He was not only the God of Israel, but the God of the
whole world. Jonah had a hard time accepting the truth.
2. Prophets to Israel
a. Amos God called Amos, a herdsman and caretaker of fruit trees, from Judah’s
countryside to the sophisticated cities of Israel, to Samaria and Bethel.

These were times of great prosperity in Israel. The wealthy had given themselves to extreme
luxury. We hear of palaces furnished with ivory. We hear of people having winter homes and
summer homes. (Amos 3:15) In the midst of all this wealth, the poor were being oppressed
(Amos 2:6-7, 5:11-13) There was a great show of outward religious ceremonies (mixed worship
of Jehovah and Baal). But their lives told the true story. They were marked with dishonesty,
drunkenness and immorality. God’s message was, “I hate, I despise your religious feast; I cannot
stand your assemblies. Even though you bring me burnt offerings and grain offerings, I will not
accept them.” (Amos 5:21-22)
At the high point of Israel’s power as a nation, the prophet predicts their destruction. Amos was
the first one to preach the coming judgment of God which eventually came through Assyria. The
great cry of Amos is, “Prepare to meet your God.” (4:12) “Seek the Lord and live” (5:4-6) They
did not prepare. They did not seek the Lord, and destruction came.
b. Hosea- Of all the books of prophecy, Hosea is the only one who was a native of the northern
kingdom. His message was for his own people- a message of God’s love! The personal life of the
prophet was very much a part of his message. It became an object lesson through which he
displayed the extreme love God had for them. At God’s command, Hosea was instructed to
marry a woman with questionable character. After bearing him three children, she left him for
other lovers which eventually led her into slavery. At that point, God led Hosea to go and buy
her out of slavery and bring her home and install her once again as his wife. He loved her and by
every means encouraged her to be faithful to him. (Hosea 1:2-3:3) Chapter 2:2-23 shows that
just as Hosea’s wife had treated him, so Israel had treated God. Israel had gone after other
gods. Israel was God’s chosen love but they had been unfaithful. Yet God was willing to take
them back. If they chose not to come home, God would bring war on the nation. NO picture
could demonstrate God’s love better. We who have misused and abused God, are welcomed
home. This is the message of Hosea!

3. Prophets to Judah
a. Micah- Isaiah and Micah were prophets at the same time and to the same nation. Isaiah spoke as
a member of the ruling class to the leaders of Judah while Micah was a common man speaking on
behalf of the poor. His concern is, like Amos, outrage at the oppression of the poor by the rich. He is
also concerned about false worship: “Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, or with ten
thousands rivers of oil?... He hath showed you, O man what is good; what does the Lord require of
you but to do justly, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with your God?” (6:7-8)

Both Isaiah and Micah foretell the coming of Jesus in dramatic ways. 700 years before the birth
of Christ we have Micah’s words: “But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among
the clans of Judah, out of you will come for me one who will rule over Israel.” (5:2)
b. Isaiah – Isaiah had a long ministry. We know that he prophesied during the rule of four different
kings of Judah: Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz and Hezekiah. He was of noble birth. He may have been a
cousin to Hezekiah. He doubtlessly received the best education. His writings indicate this. He was
well fitted to be a political and religious counselor for the nation. Isaiah repeatedly warned that
Jerusalem and Judah would be destroyed because of their wickedness but it was for a future time.
Chapters 36-37 records Assyria’s failure to take Jerusalem at that time. In 39:5-7 he specifically
predicts that it will be Babylon that captures Jerusalem. He was also the one who predicted that
Cyrus was to be the one who allowed the Jews to return home. All these prophecies came true.
While Isaiah preached judgment, his basic emphasis was a call to repentance: “come now let us
reason together…though your sins be like scarlet, they shall be as snow.” (Isaiah 1:18)
The most outstanding prophecies of Isaiah foretell the coming of the Saviour: “The virgin shall be
with child and will give birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel.” (7:14) “For to us a child is born, to
us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful,
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” (9:6) Isaiah also gave us a picture of the
one who would suffer for our sins: “He was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our
iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was upon him, and by his wounds we are healed. “
(53:5) There is enough of the gospel story in Isaiah that some have called it “The Gospel according
to Isaiah.”

c. Nahum- The small (3 chapter) book of Nahum was written to Judah regarding the downfall of their
enemy, Assyria. It came about 150 years after Jonah’s visit to that nation. Nahum describes the
terrible and crushing advance of Assyria as they conquered nation after nation. Finally, he reports
the fall of Nineveh. It was meant to comfort Judah. There was hope for their future. God is just. He
could not allow the guilty to go unpunished. Nineveh repented when Jonah preached there but
their repentance did not last long. Now judgment had come to Nineveh. Judah could put their trust
in God. He had protected Judah and brought judgment to their evil enemy. “The Lord is good, a
refuge in time of trouble. He cares for those who trust in him.” (1:7)
Self- Test
Circle the letter of the correct answer:
1. The number of prophecy books in the Old Testament is
a. 5
b. 10
c. 17
2. In the Bible, the prophecy books are arranged according to:
a. History
b. Size of the book
c. alphabet
3. The word “prophet” means
a. One who predicts the future
b. The mouth of God
c. The voice of trouble
4. The book of Jonah shows that God loves
a. Only the Jews
b. Assyrians
c. The whole world.
5. “Prepare to meet your God,” was the great cry of
a. Nahum
b. Micah
c. Amos
6. The main message of Hosea was
a. God’s love for unfaithful Israel

b. The way husbands should love unfaithful wives
c. It is ok to marry ladies of bad character
7. The virgin birth of the Saviour was foretold by
a. Micah
b. Isaiah
c. Nahum
8. The suffering of our Lord for the sins of the world was foretold by
a. Isaiah
b. Cyrus
c. Micah
9. The topic of the book of Nahum is the destruction of
a. Judah
b. Babylon
c. Assyria
Search and Study
1. What does Deuteronomy 18:19-22 teach regarding a prophet of God?
2. Study Isaiah chapter 6. What did Isaiah experience regarding his call that each of us must
experience who desire to work for God?
3. What evidence is there in Isaiah 19:19-22, 45:20-22, 49:6, and 66:19-21 to suggest it is God’s
purpose to win people of all nations to Himself?
Read the Stories for Yourself

Jonah- Jonah 1-4 // Isaiah’s vision- Isaiah 6:1-8

17. Prophecy Books- Part II
The threat of Babylon (Jeremiah, Lamentations, Zephaniah, Habakkuk,
Obadiah)
We come to the second group of prophets. Their messages warned of judgment and called for
repentance as the Babylonian captivity of Judah came closer and closer. Except for Josiah at the
beginning of this period, all the kings of Judah during this time were evil. They did not listen to the
prophets and the general population gave a deaf ear to God’s messages. This did not stop the
prophets from being faithful to speak boldly the truth God called them to give.
1. Jeremiah and Lamentations. There was no prophet who remained faithful so long or who
suffered so much as Jeremiah. The scripture says he was called while still in his mother’s
womb. (1:5) His ministry began when he was a young man during the time of King Josiah and
spanned the years of all the remaining evil kings until the fall of Jerusalem. He saw it all! He
felt it all! The wickedness, the rebellion, the coming destruction and even the actual
destruction itself. After all the captives were carried off, Jeremiah was still there. He had
been born to a family of nobility but in the end he was left with the very poor, a band of
refugees. He spent nearly a half a century trying to win his people back to faith in God with
no success.
Under the rule of Josiah’s two wicked sons, Jehoiakim and Zedekiah, Jeremiah experienced
severe persecution. These evil men chose to regard Jeremiah as a traitor since he
persistently prophesied that Babylon would destroy them. He spoke in favor of the enemy,
they reasoned. They chose to class him as politically dangerous. Men plotted against his
life. He was beaten and imprisoned. His writings were burned. It was decreed he was not
worthy to live. He was put in a pit in which there was only soft sucking mud at the bottom.
They were going to starve him to death. But, by God’s grace, he was rescued from this
death by a friendly black man who was servant to the king.

How did Jeremiah handle his sufferings? Sometimes he cursed the day he was born. (20:1418) But he never quit. “If I say ‘I will not mention him (God) or speak any more in his name,’
his word is in my heart like a fire, a fire shut up in my bones. I am weary of holding it in;
indeed I can not. “ (20:9)
Jeremiah is called “The Weeping Prophet”. The book of lamentations is his tears over the
destruction of Jerusalem and the whole sorry experience. Yet in the midst of his tears there
are these beautiful words: “Because of the Lord’s great love we are not consumed, for his
compassions never fail. They are new every morning; great is your faithfulness.” (3:22-23)
2. Zephaniah Hezekiah is Zephaniah’s great grandfather (1:1) which causes us to believe he
was a member of the royal family. His message came during the rule of good King Josiah.
Jeremiah (at the beginning of his ministry) and Zephaniah were probably involved in the
religious reforms carried out by King Josiah. We know there was partial reform but it
certainly did not last long.
Zephaniah’s message was not a pleasant one. “The great day of the Lord is near- near and
coming quickly. Listen! The cry on the day of the Lord will be bitter… that day will be a day
of wrath. (1:14-15) “The day of the Lord” is a day of judgment! Judgment is the theme of
this small book! God is merciful but His mercy doesn’t last forever. This message is not only
directed to Judah but to surrounding nations.
The prophet did not say by what enemy this destruction would come. Babylon certainly
carried out such wide and devastating destruction as Zephaniah described some time later.
The book has a message for our age as well. “The day of the Lord” can be seen as the Great
Judgment Day which is still to come to every one of us who does not repent. The end
fulfillment of this prophecy is yet to come.
3. Habakkuk The book of Habakkuk is a conversation the prophet had with God. The basic
question Habakkuk had was, why God allowed wicked people to prosper? The wicked
leaders of Judah seemed to go unchecked by God. God assured him the Babylonians were
coming to punish Judah. But Habakkuk found that troubling: why would God use a more
wicked nation such as Babylon to punish the less wicked nation, Judah?

God’s reply is, “The righteous will live by his faith.” He will have
confidence that God is doing exactly right. God then reveals to Habakkuk that, in time, Babylon will
also be punished. IN every case, God is just and fair. Habakkuk ends his conversation with God in a
song of faith: “Though the fig tree does not bud and there are no grapes on the vines, though the
olive crop fails and the fields produce no food, though there are no sheep in the pen and not cattle
in the stalls, yet I will rejoice in the Lord, I will be joyful in God my Savior.” (3:17-18)
4. Obadiah The little prophecy of Obadiah to the nation of Edom is the shortest book in the
Old Testament- just 21 verses long! Most Bible scholars believe Obadiah gave this message
shortly after the fall of Judah. The Edomites were the descendants of Esau and had never
had good relationship with Judah. When Judah fell to Babylon, Edom rejoiced. The prophet
warned them not to rejoice too soon because the same destruction would come to them:
“The pride of your heart has deceived you, you who dwell in the clefts of the rock.” (v. 3)
They were sure no one could ever conquer them because they had natural protection as
they were high cliff dwellers but it happened just as Obadiah said.
Self Test
Fill-in the blank:
1. God c_____________ Jeremiah while he was still in the womb. He was treated as a
t__________
by the leaders of Judah because he prophesied that the enemy, Babylon, would conquer
Judah.
Jeremiah suffered prison, had his writings burned and was put in a p___________ and left to
die. By God’s grace, he was lifted out by a s____________ of the king. L___________ is
another
book written by Jeremiah. It is his t_____________ over the destruction of Jerusalem.
2. “The day of the Lord” in the book of Z_____________ refers to the day of j______________.
3. Why do the wicked prosper? That is the question the prophet, H_______________, asked
God.
God’s answer was, “The righteous will live by his f_____________.”

4. Obadiah was a message to the nation of E_______________. It is the s_____________ book
in the Old Testament.
Search and Study
1. Read about Jeremiah’s call in Jeremiah 1:4-19. God says 3 things about Jeremiah that were
true before he was even born. What were they? What promises did God make to Jeremiah
and did God keep His promise?
2. “The righteous will live by his faith,” is not a message found only in Habakkuk. See Paul’s
writing in Galatians 3:11 and Romans 3:21-4:25. Not only do we live by faith, we are
justified by faith.
Read the stories for yourself
The Potter’s House- Jeremiah 18-19
Deliverance from Death- Jeremiah 38

18. Prophecy Books- Part III Exile and Return
(Daniel, Ezekiel, Haggai, Zechariah, Joel, Malachi)
We have already met many of these prophets earlier as we were studying the history of the Old
Testament. Now we want to look at the writings of these men. They have had great impact, not
only on the times in which they lived, but they have had influence on generations since then. First,
we will consider the prophets who ministered in Babylon during the exile period and then the
prophets of the return period:

1. Prophets of the Exile
a. Daniel- Daniel was a young man when he was taken from Jerusalem into captivity.
Much of Daniel’s book records the experiences of he and his fellow captives in
Babylon: Daniel’s choice not to defile himself with the king’s rich foods; the three
Hebrew boys and the fiery furnace; the king’s dreams which Daniel interpreted;
Daniel in a position of leadership in the new Persian government which took over
Babylon; and Daniel in the lion’s den.
Why do we consider Daniel to be a prophet? He does not preach the messages like
the other prophets before him. He has visions. A great portion of the book of
Daniel contains visions, either ones which Daniel interprets or his own visions.
Within these visions are messages relating to the future. For a people in exile there
is a feeling of having no future. Therefore Daniel’s visions came as comfort and
hope. Each of Daniel’s visions predict a succession of great kingdoms. No earthly
kingdom lasts.
The visions also point to events which can only be fulfilled when the everlasting
kingdom of God is established. “Multitudes who sleep in the dust of the earth will
awake: Some to everlasting life, others to shame and everlasting contempt. Those
who are wise will shine like the brightness of the heavens, and those who lead many
to righteousness, like the stars forever and ever.” (12:2-3) We get a glimpse of end
times in the book of Daniel. Often, the books of Daniel and Revelation (in the New
Testament) are studied together as they both contain visions dealing with future
events.
b. Ezekiel- Born to a priestly family and taken captive to Babylon, God called Ezekiel to
be a pastor to the exiled Jews. In a dramatic vision he received his call. God spoke
to him out of a whirlwind. He was instructed to eat the scroll with the words of God
in it. It was sweet as honey. After he had enjoyed God’s Word for himself, God sent
him to give it to the exiles. (3:1-4) That he did most faithfully.
Ezekiel’s message was one of hope and comfort but he was also a salvation
preacher: “The soul that sins shall die.” (18:20) People in exile are more ready for
repentance than those who are comfortable in their own country. Never was there
a pastor who felt more deeply the responsibility for the souls of his people. God’s
word came to him: “If the watchmen sees the sword coming and does not blow the
trumpet to warn the people and the sword comes and takes the life of one of them,
that man will be taken away because of his sin, but I will hold the watchman
accountable for his blood.” (33:6)
Ezekiel foretold the restoration of Jerusalem. In the well-known vision of dry bones
which came to life (37:1-14) we see that, to God, a dead nation or death itself, is not
the end of the story, if He so wills it. The coming restoration was to be like a valley
of dry bones coming back to life. Ezekiel’s prophecy came true. The return of the
captives took place and Jerusalem was rebuilt. We have to agree, dry bones can live
again!

2. Prophets of the Return and Restoration
a. Haggai- Zerubbabel was the leader of the first group of captives which returned to
Jerusalem. He had the task of rebuilding the temple and God sent two prophets to
encourage him and to encourage the people to get the job done. Haggai had a
special message for Zerubbabel: “I will make you like my signet ring,” God said.
(2:23) Important people of that day usually had a ring with a seal on it. It was used
to seal important documents. This was how great matters of business were carried
out. Zerubbabel was the man God intended to use to seal and accomplish the job of
rebuilding the temple.

Haggai’s main message was to the people. They had been quick to build their homes
and slow to build God’s house. Their lives were not successful, “You earn wages,
only to put them in a purse with holes in it,” he told them. The reason for their
poverty was because they had neglected God. “This is what the Lord Almighty says:
‘Give careful thought to your ways. Go up into the mountain and bring down timber
and build the house, so I can take pleasure in it and be honored.” (1:7)
b. Zechariah- Shortly after Haggai began his preaching, Zechariah joined in the effort to
encourage the people in the temple- building project. In messages based on a series
of eight visions (1-6), Zechariah assures Zerubbabel and the builders that God had a
long range plan for them. “Jerusalem will be a city without walls because of the
great number of men and livestock in it. And I myself will be a wall of fire around it…
and I will be the glory within” (2:4-5) The final fulfillment of God’s plan will come
when His kingdom is established in the New Jerusalem, as heaven is sometimes
called.
The later messages of Zechariah points to the establishment of God’s kingdom
through a humble king. “See, your king comes to you in righteousness and having
salvation, gentle and riding on a donkey.” (9:9)

Zechariah prophesied that the humble king would be rejected by his own people.
But in the final day when the nations gather for battle against Jerusalem, his people
will recognize the one they have pierced. (12:10) On that day, “The Lord will be king
over the whole earth. O that day there will be one Lord, and his name the only
name.” (14:9)
c. Malachi – The final book in the Old Testament, Malachi, was the message of a
prophet who probably worked along with Ezra and Nehemiah to bring about
spiritual reforms among the returned Jews. The temple had been rebuilt. The
people had become less and less interested in spiritual matters. They had married
heathen wives. They had refused to pay tithe. The priests, themselves, had become
corrupt and immoral. Then came this holiness preacher, Malachi!
Malachi had a special way of preaching. He presented the issues in a mock
argument between God and the people: “It is you, O priest, who show contempt for
my name.’ But you ask, “How have we shown contempt for your name?’ ‘You place
defiled food on my altar.’ But you ask, ‘How have we defiled you?... ‘When you bring
blind animals for sacrifice… Try giving that to your governor!” (1:6-7) Malachi does
this with each point in his message: “Will a man rob God? Yet you rob me.’ But you
ask, ‘how do we rob you?’ ‘In tithes and offerings.’” (3:8-10)
The basic truth of each argument is, one who has sinned cannot pretend innocence
with God. God keeps a record. “A scroll of remembrance was written in his
presence concerning those who feared the Lord and honored his name. ‘They will be
mine,’ says the Lord Almighty, ‘in the day when I make up my treasured possession…
and you will see the distinction between the righteous and the wicked.” (3:16-17)
3. The Prophet Joel. It is hard to be certain about the date of Joel. On the time line at the
beginning of this chapter, Joel is placed about 800 BC. Some Bible scholars date him as late
as 400 BC. His book gives no certain historical clues as to when it was written. The
circumstance of the writing, however, is a severe locus plague which destroyed all the crops.
Joel announces in language similar to Zephaniah, “the day of the Lord” is coming and will
bring greater judgment than a locust plague. But with the warning of judgment came a
grand promise: “I will repay you for the years the locust have eaten.” (2:25). In verse 28 of
the same chapter are the words Peter quoted on the Day of Pentecost: “I will pour out my
Spirit upon all people. Your sons and your daughters will prophecy, your old men will dream
dreams, your young men will see visions.” Peter explained the dramatic events in Acts
chapter 2, “This is what was spoken by the prophet Joel,” he told the crowd.
There is a certain mystery about the foretelling of future events. Never were all the facts of
such events given. In no case was there ever a date attached to the prophecy. God gave us
just enough information to keep us looking forward and enough information to help godly
people recognize those events when they happened. Since what will happen is more
important than when it will happen, we have to trust God to do what he says He will do.
Jesus said neither He, nor the angels, nor anyone but God, Himself, has knowledge of the
times and seasons God has planned. (Matthew 24:36, Acts 1:7)

The Old Testament prophets point us forward in two ways. They point us to the coming of
the Saviour we know to be Jesus. Therefore, they point us to the New Testament. With
what we have studied this far, we have the clear feeling the best part of the story is yet to
come. Secondly, the prophets point us to the great events of the end times. They see to the
end of the story. They see the victory of the kingdom of God. The battle Satan began in the
opening chapters of Genesis, does have an end and there is no doubt who wins the battle.
This aspect of the prophet’s ministry is the comfort of the Christian. We are people who
look forward. We have a grand hope pulling us into the future.
Self - Test
Circle “T” if the statement is true. Circle “F” if the statement is false.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

T
T
T
T
T
T
T
T

F
F
F
F
F
F
F
F

The visions of Daniel contained messages about the future.
It is helpful to study the book of Daniel and the book of Revelation together.
Visions about the future are no comfort to people suffering exile.
Daniel had a vision about a valley of dry bones.
God asked Ezekiel to eat a scroll then take the words to the people.
Haggai and Zechariah encouraged the people to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem.
The main message of Malachi is, those who sin cannot pretend innocence.
Joel is most certainly the last book of the prophets.
Search and Study

1. What encouragement did Zechariah give to the high priest Joshua in the vision in Zechariah
3:1-7? What encouragement did he give Zerubbabel, the governor, in Zechariah 4:1-6?
Draw on a piece of paper the vision contained in chapter 4. (read the whole chapter)
2. Read the book of Malachi. Make a list of each matter for which there is an argument
between God and the people.
Read the stories for yourself
The Valley of Dry Bones- Ezekiel 37:1-14
Man with a measuring line- Zechariah 2:1-5

Appendix A- Project Assignments
There are four suggested project assignments provided here. The teacher will decide how to use
them. All students may be asked to do all three assignments or students may be allowed to choose
one but report their findings to the entire class. Whatever method is chosen, the results should be
that all students be made knowledgeable regarding the subject matter found here.
All three assignments have their roots in the Exodus time period. An appropriate time to make
these assignments would therefore be when studying chapter 6 of this study. You may need to
spend more than one class session on the Exodus period and these assignments.
Understanding the tabernacle, the sacrifice system and the feast days of the Hebrew people is
important to understanding both Old and New Testaments. They served as object lessons which
pointed to Christ. It is for this reason that they have been chosen for special attention.

Assignment 1: The Tabernacle
While Moses and the Israelites were camped in the area of Mount Sinai, God instructed them to
build a tabernacle. It was to be a dwelling place for God. He wanted to be with them in a way they
could know He was there. It was to be the center of worship for the Hebrew people.
There were three parts to the tabernacle: The Outer Court, the Holy Place and the Holy of Holies as
shown below.

1. The Outer Court- This is where the people brought their sacrifices to the priest. The animals
were slaughtered and sacrificed on the altar.

2. The Holy Place- Only the priest could enter the Holy Place. They did this daily, morning and
evening, to burn incense. It represented prayer.

3. The Holy of Holies- The inner room of the tabernacle was God’s dwelling place. Only the
high priest could enter here and only once a year on the Day of Atonement.
Between the Holy Place and the Holy of Holies was a very thick curtain. (Exodus 26:31-33)
At the moment of Jesus’ death this curtain was torn from top to bottom. (Matthew 27:51)
Jesus has opened the way for us to have free access to God at any time. (Hebrews 6:19, 10
and 7:25)
The tabernacle’s greatest significance was to teach the people that God wanted to dwell
with them although sin separated them. With the system of sacrifices God let them know
He had a plan for dealing with sin. That plan was imperfect, of course, until Jesus made the
“once-for-all” sacrifice on the cross. Because of Jesus we no longer need the tabernacle.
Student response:
1. Write a 100 word essay on the topic, “Pictures of Jesus in the Tabernacle.”
2. Draw a diagram of the tabernacle on a chalkboard and label the Outer Court, Holy Place
and Holy of Holies.
1. The Passover feast of Unleavened Bread (Exodus 12:1-20, Leviticus 23:4-8) On the 14th day
of Nisan (our April) Passover was celebrated. What Independence Day is to many nations,
Passover was to the people of Israel. It marked their liberation from their bondage in Egypt.
The name of the feast recalls the final plague in which the death angel passed over the
homes where the blood of the lamb had been applied to the door posts.
It was the time of Passover that Jesus was offered as the Lamb of God. (Matthew 26:17-30)
His blood applied to our hearts cancels the death sentence we are under (John 3:16). The
seven day festival was celebrated by public sacrifices made by the priest for the nation. Each
family had a meal like the one eaten in Egypt on the original Passover. (Exodus 12:24-30)
Flat, unleavened bread was eaten. When the nation became established and worship was
centered in Jerusalem, every Jew who was able went to Jerusalem to celebrate the Passover.
First fruits of the harvest were also part of the Passover celebration. (Leviticus 23:9-14).
2. The Feast of Weeks (Exodus 23:16, Leviticus 23:15-22) 50 days after Passover, on the 6th day
of Sivan (our May), there was a feast to celebrate harvest. It became associated in people’s

thinking also as a day to mark the giving of the Ten Commandments on Mount Sinai. Later it
was called Pentecost, meaning 50. It was at Pentecost in the New Testament when the first
great harvest of believers in Jesus occurred (Acts 2)
3. The Feast of Trumpets (Leviticus 23:23-25) Each month, trumpets sounded on the day of
the new moon. But on the seventh month, Tishri, (Our September) the day of the new moon
was a holiday, a time of public sacrifice and family feasting. Although this was the seventh
month, it was considered New Year because it was the beginning of the agricultural cyucle.
4. The Day of Atonement (Leviticus 16, 23:26-32) Ten days after the Feast of Trumpets, was
the Day of Atonement. This was not a feast day. It was a fast day. It was a day for personal
and national confession of sins and mourning over those sins. On this day, the high priest
entered the Holy of Holies with the blood of a sacrificial animal which had been offered for
the sins of the nation. He sprinkled it on the Ark.
One animal was sacrificed. The high priest took another animal, a living goat and placed his
hands on it while confessing the sins of the nation. It was then driven into the wilderness
symbolizing the sins had been carried away. Both the animal that was sacrificed and the one
sent into the wilderness represented what Jesus was to do for us. He died for our sins and
He has taken our sins away. He has made the once-a-year sacrifices unnecessary.
5. The Feast of Tabernacles (Leviticus 23:33-43) Also in the month of Tishri was the Feast of
Tabernacles. For a week the people gathered together and lived in temporary booths made
from branches. This was to remind them of their years of wandering in the wilderness living
in tents. The first and last days were marked by public sacrifice for sin. They were also high
times of worship and praise.
Assignment 4: Days of Feast or Fast
Much can be learned about what is important to a people by studying their holidays. (holy days).
Israel’s feasts and fast days reveal their history; their annual farming cycle and their religious
practice.
It should be mentioned that the Hebrew calendar was different from ours. The diagram below
shows how their calendar corresponds to ours and when their feast days occurred.

The Sacrifices
In the sacrificial system of the Hebrew people we learn that sin separates us from God and only
through blood sacrifice can sin be atoned. The sacrifice was a way provided by God until the perfect
sacrifice of his Son, Jesus, could be made (Hebrews 9-10)
1. The Burnt Sacrifice (Leviticus 1 and 6:8-13) This was symbol of total dedication to God. It
had to be the best of the flock (without blemish) the entire beast was burnt. The truth is,
Jesus was the only sinless, perfect one who fully qualified to be our sacrifice. (1 Corinthians
5:21)
2. The Grain Sacrifice (Leviticus 2 and 6:14-18) This sacrifice often accompanied the Burnt
Sacrifice. It was a free-will thank offering. The smell of the burning grain was said to give
pleasure to God for it signified the praise and gratitude of his people.
3. The Peace Sacrifice (Leviticus 3 and 7:11-36) This sacrifice expressed a desire to restore a
right relationship with God or with fellow man. Part of the beast was burnt, part belonged
to the priest and a portion was eaten by the one making the sacrifice and his invited guest.
We know Jesus’ death on the cross has purchased our peace with God and neighbors.
(Colossians 1:20)
4. The Sin sacrifice (Leviticus 3 and 7:11-36) The Sin Sacrifice was made to seek God’s
forgiveness for offences against His law. It had to be accompanied by confession. As the
New Testament says: “It is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins.”
(Hebrews 10:4) but Jesus’ blood is the one and only atonement for sin. (Hebrews 9:12)
5. The Guilt Sacrifice (Leviticus 5:14-6:7 and 7:1-10) This sacrifice was made for offenses which
were both against God and man. It was not only accompanied by confession but, where
possible, by repayment or restitution (making things right). Both the Sin Sacrifice and the
Guilt Sacrifice are only pictures of what is really available to us through Jesus.

There was a standard pattern used in making the sacrifices. The person brought a perfect animal
(Cattle or sheep or in the case of a poor person, doves of pigeons). He laid his hand on it indicating
that it represented him. It was slaughtered and the blood splattered against the altar.
The sacrifices demanded a right inward attitude. The act of sacrificing alone was not acceptable. (1
Samuel 15:22-23 and Psalm 40:6-8)
Student response:
1. Write a 100 word essay on “Jesus our perfect sacrifice” or make a report in class.

2. Put the following descriptions of the sacrifices on a chalkboard and indicate which sacrifice
they describe
Free-will thank offering
To restore a right relationship
Accompanied by repayment or restitution
Symbol of dedication to God
For offenses against God’s law
Accompanied by confession
For offenses against God and man
Often accompanied the burnt sacrifice
Assignment 2: The Furniture- There were six pieces of furniture for the tabernacle:

1. The Altar of Burnt Offering- The most important feature of the Outer Court was this altar
where sacrifices were made. (Leviticus 17:11) Only by an atoning sacrifice could a person
draw near to God. We know today that only through the sacrifice of Jesus can we approach
God. (John 14:6)
2. The Bronze Basin- Also located in the Outer Court was the Bronze Basin. The priest who
ministered at the Burnt Altar washed themselves here. It was a dirty business to slaughter
animals and prepare them for sacrifice. Before entering the Holy Place the priest had to be
perfectly clean. Today, Jesus is our cleansing. (John 8:12)
3. The Lampstand- The seven branched golden lampstand was in the Holy Place. The oil lamps
were kept filled and burning. In Revelation 1:12-18 Jesus appears among the golden lamps.
He is the Light. (John 8:123, Revelation 21:23)
4. The Table- The table in the Holy Place held 12 loaves of unleavened bread (bread without
yeast.) (Yeast was a symbol of sin.) The 12 loaves represented the 12 tribes of Israel. They
were replaced with fresh loaves every seventh day. Jesus said, “I am the bread of life.” (John
6:51)

5. The Altar of Incense- This altar was in the Holy Place in front of the curtain which separated
the Holy Place and the Holy of Holies. The priest burnt incense here both morning and
evening. It symbolized communion with God. Through Jesus we have communion with God.
There is no curtain that separates us from Him. (Hebrews 4:14-16)
6. The Ark- At the very center of the Hebrew religion was the Ark. This was a sacred chest
which contained precious objects of Hebrew history. It was the place upon which God’s
presence dwelt. It was the only piece of furniture in the Holy of Holies. Everything else that
happened in the tabernacle was for the purpose of opening the way for entrance to the Ark
even though that was once a year.
On top of the Ark there were two cherubim (Types of angels) made of gold. They sat at each
end, facing each other. Their wings arched up overshadowing the cover of the chest. The
Ark had three functions:
1. It contained the two tablets of stone on which the Ten Commandments were written. It
also held a jar of manna (Exodus 33-34) and the rod which budded to confirm Aaron’s
call to be priest (Numbers 17:10)
2. The cover was where sacrificial blood was spilled on the Day of Atonement. (Leviticus
16:34)
3. Most importantly, the cover under the wings of the cherubim was considered to be
where God dwelt. We know that God is everywhere. But this special place for God
emphasized that He was indeed with them.
The tabernacle furniture was arranged as the following diagram indicates:

Student Response:

1. Write a 100 word essay on the topic “Pictures of Jesus in the Tabernacle Furniture.” Or give
a report in class
Draw a diagram of the tabernacle on a chalkboard. Place and label each piece of furniture.
Note: The Festival of Lights and Purim were holidays which were established later in Jewish history.
Student Response:
1. Write a 100 word essay on “What was important to the Israelites as Revealed by their
holidays.” Or make a report in class.
2. Write the following descriptions on a chalkboard indicating which feast or fast is being
described.
________________ day when the high priest went into the Holy of Holies
_________________New year
________________ remembering deliverance from Egypt
________________ 50 days after Passover
________________ a fast day
________________ called Pentecost in the New Testament
________________ remembering wandering in the wilderness

Appendix B: Self-Test Answers
Chapter 1
1.
2.
3.
4.

39,27,66
History-7, Literature-5, Prophecy 17
Preparation
Job, Ruth, Psalms, Chronicles, Isaiah, Hagaai

Chapter 2
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

The Mediterranean Sea
The Sea of Galilee
The Jordan River
The Dead Sea
The Nile River
The Tigris River
The Euphrates River
The Persian Gulf
A.
B.
C.
D.
E.
F.
G.

The Garden of Eden
Canaan/Israel/Palestine
Jerusalem
Egypt
Assyria
Babylon
Persia

Chapter 3
1.

2.

Beginning
Early Fathers
Exodus
Conquest
Judges
Kingdom
Exile
Return
Eden
Canaan
Egypt
Canaan
Canaan
Israel
Babylon
Jerusalem

Chapter 4
1.

Creation- Man in the image of God
Fall- Sin entered the world

2.

Flood- Judgment for sin
Tower- Beginning of nations
World, sun, moon and stars, vegetation, animals, man, sin, plan for man’s redemption, languages,
nations

Chapter 5
1.

True 2. False 3. True 4. True 5. True

Chapter 6
1.

Leviticus
Genesis
Deuteronomy
Numbers
Exodus

2.

True, false, true, true

Chapter7
Courageous, shout, trumpets, hail, still, tribes
Chapter 8
A. 1. True 2. True. 3. False 4. True
B. 1. Leviticus 2. Judges 3. Joshua 4. Genesis 5. Exodus 6. Numbers 7. Deuteronomy
Chapter 9
1.

B 2. A 3. C 4. B

Chapter 10
A. 1. Israel 2. Israel 3. Judah 4. Israel 5. Judah 6. Israel
B. 1. True 2. True 3. False 4. True
Chapter 11
1.
2.
3.

Hezekiah, Assyrian, Judah
Manasseh, Baal, temple, Josiah, Law, Moses
Assyria, Babylon, Judah, David, King, Kings, Judah

Chapter 12
1.

C 2. B 3. B 4. A 5. B

Chapter 13
Zechariah, Zerubbabel, Esther, Nehemiah, Cyrus, Ezra, Hagaai
Chapter 14
1.

True 2. False 3. True 4. False 5. False 6. True

Chapter 15
1.

Psalms 2. Proverbs 3. Song of Solomon 4. Job 5. Ecclesiastes

Chapter 16
1.

C 2. B 3.b 4. C 5. C 6. A 7. B 8. A 9. C

Chapter 17
1.
2.
3.
4.

Called, traitor, prison, servant, Lamentations, Tears
Zephaniah, judgment
Habakkuk, faith
Edom, smallest

Chapter 18
1.

True 2. True 3. False 4. False 5. True 6. True 7. True 8. False

