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Suggested Course Syllabus Outline for Basic Bible Beliefs 

Course Description: An indepth study of the doctrine of God, Jesus, the Holy Spirit, Bible man, the church, the spirit 

world, Satan, ancestors, curses, culture and the church, marriage, family, sex and the return of Christ. An attempt is 

made to build a theology that is Biblical and also African.  

Course Objectives:  
1. The student will develop a world view that is both Biblical and African. 
2. The student will know the Biblical teaching on Satan, the spirit world, ancestors, curses, culture and the church, 
marriage, family,  sex and the return of Christ and be able to apply them in the African perspective.  
3. The student will be able to make a practical application of Biblical theology in everyday life. 
4. The student will know the Biblical doctrines of the Trinity, the Bible, man and the church. 
 
Course Procedure:  
1. Doctrine of Man 
2. Doctrine of the Trinity 
3. Doctrine of the Bible 
4. Doctrine of the Church 
5. Doctrine of Salvation 
6. Doctrine of Entire Sanctification 
7. Doctrine of Satan 
8. Doctrine of the spirit world, 
9. Doctrine of ancestors, curses, culture and the church, marriage, family, sex and the return of Christ 
10. Doctrine of Divine Healing/Prosperity 
 
 
Suggested Course Requirements:   (What should a teacher expect a student to do?) 

1. Read the texts 
2. Write a statement of your own personal world view. 
3. Write a term paper of at least ten pages on one of the following subjects; 
The Doctrine of God, The Doctrine of the Holy Spirit, The Doctrine of the Church. 
4. Write one three page paper on one of the following: funerals, marriage, spirits and demons, magic and 
divination, ancestors, culture and customs or divine healing/prosperity.  
5. Take Two exams ( You can divide the final exam into two parts) 
 
 
Suggested Grading:  
Personal World view- 10% 
10 page term paper- 30% 
3 page paper- 10% 
 
Exams- 50% 
 
Suggested Course Text(s):  
Biblical Christianity in African Perspective by Wilbur O’Donovan 

The Triune God-Evangelical Training Association 
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The Doctrine of Man 
A. The Origin of the Soul- 

 Three theories: 

1. Preexistence - our souls existed in an earlier life and are now embodied. Plato taught this. We 

sinned  in our soul’s state and now in our evil bodies we are trying to redeem ourselves from that 

sin. 

2. Creationism - God creates all souls individually to accompany the bodies at conception - 

(Reformed Theology) 

3. Traducianism - the body and soul originates through the parents.  Gen 1:27, 3:20. (Wesleyan-

Arminian Theology) 

 

B. Image of God 

Gen 1:26-27 - we are created in God's image. Jesus was the perfect image of God Col 1:15, What 

does it mean to be created in God‘s image?  

1. We have authority over the earth. Gen 1:26 

2. We have reason - we have the ability to reason (think things through).  We have the power to 

understand truth, of creating something beautiful, of doing what is right. 

3. We have moral volition - we can choose to do right and wrong, we can make choices. Man has 

a natural image - everything that distinguishes man from an animal - intellect, conscience, 

capacity to know right from wrong.  

4. God created in us a capacity to love.  We can love others selflessly- I Cor 13.  Man has the 

ability to respond to God's love. 
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Lesson #1 

Lesson Purpose: 

• To teach what we believe about man.  
Main Points: 

•  The origin of the soul 

• The  image of God 

• Views of human nature 

• Origin of man 

• Equality 

• Human freedom 
Desired Outcome 

• The student will understand  what the Bible teaches about man. 
Suggestions for teaching 

• Pass out handout #1 

• Teach Lesson #1 
 
 



5. We were created with a living soul, therefore we have eternal life.  

6. Man can reflect what God is- infinite truth, beauty and goodness.  

7. He also has a moral image - man was created holy - to do good or right - and he did that at 

first. Adam walked and talked with God - the Holy Spirit made Him holy.  

8. We believe man was created to live forever - Romans 5:12. Man was created from the dust of 

the earth. The body of man is not evil but good - Gen 1:31. Paul speaks about the flesh - Romans 

7:5 - which is a reference not to the body - but to original sin or carnality.  

 

C. Abortion 

There are many reasons people give for abortion. 1) Inconvenience- unwanted baby, 2) rape, 3) a  

baby that is deformed, 4) the mother’s life is in danger.  We  Christians believe life begins at 

conception Isaiah 49:1, Luke 1:15, Ps 139:13. Therefore it is WRONG to terminate a life in the 

womb. 

 

D. Conscience 

God created us with a conscience, the urge to do good and to avoid wrong doing. The Holy Spirit 

uses our conscience to convict us. But beware of a seared conscience.  I Tim 4:2. 

 

E. Views of human nature 

1. Dichotomy view - humans are made of 2 basic elements- body and soul or spirit. (The 

Western Church)   

2. Trichotomy view - man is made up of 3 basic elements - body, soul and spirit. Soul and spirit 

are nonmaterial.  The soul is closer to the body than the Spirit, Gen 2:7 (Mind, emotions and 

will) 

Spirit = the organ of divine life - of communion with God. 

Soul = the seat of the natural life - where the conscious is. It is the go-between the spirit and 

body.  

God is Spirit but is never said to have a soul. (The Eastern Church follows the trichotomy view) 

 3. Poly Partite Unitary view - humans are viewed as a unity not broken up into parts. 

 

F. Origin of man 

1. Usher - Usher said that man was created - 4,004 BC.  

2. Some believe that God created the world over billions of years, that he used evolution to 

create the world.  

3. Two accounts. In Gen 1:26-30, 2:4-35  may record  two accounts of man's creation. 

4. What man is not.  Man is not a fallen god as in some ancient myths.  Man did not originate 

from apes.  

5. Man is God's ultimate creation.  According to the Bible, man is made of flesh and spirit. All 

the races came from the same ancestors. 

 

G. Equality.  

1. Men and women are created equal.  

2. All races are equal.  We do not believe that certain races are cursed by God. All people are 

created equal and have equal rights. All races are equal -  black, brown, white, yellow and red. 

All tribes are equal. That is a Biblical idea and is written into many countries’ constitutions, but 

not often practiced.  Galatians 3: 28-29.  All people have the basic same needs and desires.  



3. There should be no discrimination. Rich and poor are equal, ordained and lay people, male and 

female, old and young, fat and thin, sick and well- those with HIV or any other disease and those 

who are well. We are all equal in God’s sight because we were all created in His image.  

 

H. Human Freedom 

1. This means that man has a free will to choose or reject God.  

2. But that free will is given by God in His sovereignty through grace. James Arminius (16th 

Century) taught it. He believed in original sin. We are sinners and we cannot choose to be 

righteous without prevenient grace.  

3. Man has a free will and is therefore accountable for his thoughts, actions and words-Wesley. If 

man does not have free will he cannot be accountable. Wesley taught that prevenient grace is 

given to all man so that man can choose to do good before regeneration. But mankind has no 

natural power to choose anything that is truly good.  

4. We (Wesleyan/Arminians) believe that we can either accept or reject Christ and our eternal 

destiny depends on our free response to God's offer of salvation. The freedom we have in Christ 

is not only to turn to Christ but also to grow in Him. When God created us with freedom He took 

a risk. What would we do?  

5. We believe God first extended His prevenient grace to us and then we responded. Without that 

we would have no hope. We cannot initiate our salvation. God does that in us. Wesley said that 

God initiates in us our “first faint desire to turn to Christ.” 

6. Wesleyan - Arminians believe in prevenient grace and original sin. Prevenient grace is the 

grace God gives us to allow us to either choose or reject Christ. Therefore we will pray and 

evangelize, seeking to bring the lost to Christ.  
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Wesleyan Doctrine-The Doctrine of sin 

A. Theories of the origin of sin 

1. Ignorance theory - there is sin because man doesn't know better, 

2. Law of necessity theory - sin is written into the very nature of things. 

3. Finitude theory - sin comes from our finiteness- it is part of being human. 

4. Anxiety theory - it began in our anxiety, our fears.  

5. Sensuous nature theory - it came from our sensual nature, our bodies, because our bodies are evil.  

6. Divine determinism  - God is sovereign, Adam's fall was decided by God - "God caused it" (possibly 

held by Calvin) 

7. Lack of moral evolution- sin is here because man failed to evolve morally. 

8. Wesleyan - Arminian view - angels and humans were created with a choice to serve God or rebel 

against Him. Satan and a third of the angels rebelled. Then man rebelled in Adam. Adam and Eve didn't 

have to sin, but they did. Sin came to man when Satan tempted Adam and Eve and they disobeyed God's 

law - Gen 3. Because man has deliberately sinned he deserves God’s wrath. Sin has affected all of 

mankind.  

B. Two kinds of sin-  Original sin and Acts of sin (the Sin Nature and Acts of Sin)  

1.  Original sin  

a. Some names for this  state of sin are the carnal nature, inherited depravity,  Adamic sin, inbred sin and 

Adamic depravity. Original sin is also called indwelling sin, Rom 7:17,20 and  the law of sin - Rom 

7:21,23,25, 8:2.  It is called a law, i.e a principle, state of condition, sinful nature - Rom 8:3,5,8,9. NIV- " 

Carnal mind- flesh' Rom 8:4-9. There is a contrast between the flesh and the spirit. Also Gal 5:17,24. 

When Adam sinned he began something that has continued in the life of every person.  Man is a sinner 

not just because he has done evil things, but even before he sinned he was a sinner because he had a sinful 

nature - which came from Adam. The effects of sin are found in Gen 3:16, 17-19. Original sin inclines 

Lesson Purpose: 

• To teach the Wesleyan understanding of the doctrine of sin. 
 

Main Points: 

• The origin of sin 

• Two kinds of sin 

• Atonement for sin 
Desired Outcome 

• The student will know the doctrine of sin from the  Wesleyan  but Biblical point of view. 
Suggestions for teaching 

• Pass out handout #2 

• Teach Lesson #2 

• Focus on the Wesleyan understanding of original sin and willful acts of sin. 
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man toward acts of sin. John Wesley defined original sin as “The corruption of the nature of every man, 

whereby man is in his own nature inclined to evil, so that the flesh lusteth contrary to the Spirit.” 

b. We are not held accountable for this kind of sin – we are only accountable for our acts of sin. This  sin 

causes us to lean toward committing acts of sin. 

c. Man was created innocent and in holiness but with the possibility to sin. In the original sin of Adam 

and Eve - there was a physical desire, an intellectual desire, a prideful desire and a social result. (Eve gave 

to her husband) But God did not cause Adam to sin. God is not the author of evil. 

d. Passages on depravity - Gen 8:21, Psalm 58:3-4, 51:5 In Romans 5:12-21 - Paul teaches how sin 

entered the world through one man, therefore all sinned.  I Cor 15:21-22, Eph 2:3 By nature we are 

children  of wrath.  The Greek word hamartia can refer to acts of sin, the sinful nature or both - Rom 5:12 

–Orig. sin.  

e. History of the doctrine-Many leaders in the history of Christianity taught it. Augustine and Luther  

believed original sin caused us to be enslaved. Arminius and Wesley taught it. Wesley said that no one 

will go to hell because of original sin alone.  

f. Opposition to it - it seems to be unfair, unavoidable, guilt is wrong.  

 

2.  Sin as an act- This sin are the things we do which are wrong. For example some acts would be lying, 

stealing, adultery, etc. 

a. A definition of Sin. Sin is: 

i) unbelief-In John’s Gospel it is darkness as opposed to light, bondage as opposed to freedom, and 

especially it is unbelief. 

ii) pride- Wesley said that the root of all sin is the desire to be independent of God. 

iii) rebellion against God and his plan for our lives.  

iv) selfishness. It leads to alienation, self takes the place of God, instead of fellowship with God, man is 

left alone with himself.  

v) the lack of fellowship with God (Synoptic Gospels).  Jesus traced sin to the inner motives of man.   

vi)  the transgression of the law-In the epistle of  I John  Jn 3:4, sin is disobedience to God. The 

consequences of sin are guilt and a penalty- death. The image of God was not totally destroyed in the Fall 

but it was defaced and severely blemished.  

vii) “a voluntary transgression of a known law of God.”  This is John Wesley’s definition.  Sin is one of 

the most important doctrines. Sin is serious in our theology and is therefore to be taken seriously.  But 

through Christ we can be redeemed from all sin- I John 1:7. 

b. Some observations about sin as an act 

i) O.T - chattah - "missing the mark"- most often it refers to an act opposed to God's will. Ex 10:16. Acts 

of sin in the Old Testament often signify rebellion and treachery, stubbornness. Then there are specific 

acts of sin mentioned such as adultery and murder.  

ii) N. T. - hamartia – “missing the Mark".  It is the sin against God. The Biblical terms for sin cover both 

willful and unwillful transgressions of God's law. Are we held accountable before God for unintentional  

transgression? - Heb 10:26 - Rom 5:13.  

c. Willful and unwillful sins.  Wesleyans teach that there is a big difference between unintentional and 

intentional sins. Wesleyanism  says any willful sin is a serious sin - because it was willful disobedience to 

a known law of God. Sin is the opposite of righteousness, not only less that it ought to be – but our acts 

are simply lacking in righteousness. 

i) Intentional sin breaks our relationship with God. Wesley–unwillful sins = mistakes, blunders, 

infirmities.There are sins of omission and sins of commission.  

ii) Calvinists define sin as any wrong doing, whether  deliberate or not. “We sin in word, thought and 

deed every day”, they would say.  But even unintentional sin must be atoned for - Jer 4-7 (4:27-28). I 

John 1:7 - as a person is walking in the light some things which are done are  sin - but Christ's blood 

cleanses them away - we are not guilty for those sins – why?  Because they are unintentional sins. When 

you realize it was sin - you should ask for forgiveness, and ask Him to help you so that it doesn't repeat.  



d. Venial/mortal sin - Catholic distinction - Catholics hold that venial sins will not lead to eternal 

punishment. Venial sins are not that serious in their opinion. Mistake/sin - Wesleyan distinction. The 

Catholic and Wesleyan distinction are similar except - in the catholic view a sin is venial if it is unwillful 

or willful - against a known law of God, if it isn't very serious, for example less than a day’s wages, 

unless it was taken from someone very poor.  

e. Sinless perfection has sometimes been taught in holiness circles- its meaning is that we can  live 

without willful sin - or it might refer to living without racial sin (carnal mature) after the 2nd work  of 

grace. Don't use this phrase because it leads to confusion. But we can live sinless lives- using Wesley’s 

definition,  that is we can live without willful sin.  Are we still sinners after conversion?   According to 

the Bible should we be called sinners saved by grace or saints? 

C. Unpardonable sin - Heb 10:26 - this is a repeated and willful attributing of the work of the Spirit to 

demons Mark 3:28-30. Mathew 12:31-32 - This sin is unpardonable because the person sets himself up by 

saying this and will not let God transform the mind and forgive. It is unpardonable from our standpoint 

not from God's. The Bible says God will forgive all who seek to be forgiven- Hosea 14:2-4. In I John 5:16 

- the sin which leads to death likely refers to the death penalty in the civil law - We are not to pray that the 

civil laws penalty be overturned- but God will forgive the repentant sinner. If you think you have 

committed the unpardonable sin - and are concerned about it, then you have not. 

D. Penalty of sin  

1. Spiritual death - Rom 6:23,Eph 2:1-3, James 1:15 

2. Physical death James 17:5, Ezekiel 3:18 Romans 6:23, Ezek 18:4, 20, 26.  

3. Eternal death, eternal separation from God -eternal unhappiness.. Rev. 20:11-15. 

E. The  transmission of Adamic depravity/original sin.  

1. Realistic theory - when Adam sinned we also sinned. God predestinated all of us to heaven or hell 

before we were born -therefore those who are predestined to not be saved actually sinned when Adam did. 

Even those predestined for salvation sinned in this way but God in His mercy forgives them. Augustine 

believed this and so do many Calvinists.  

2. Representative theory - we all sinned because our representative Adam sinned. We came into the world 

as sinners because Adam as our representative sinned before God.  Wesley and Arminius probably 

believed this and taught that no one will suffer for Adam's sins alone. Christ, the second Adam – (Rom 

5:12ff, I Cor 15:21ff) in his perfect obedience to the Father restored what Adam lost.   

3. Genetic theory - the sinful nature is passed on to us by our parents. Each generation inherits a sinful 

bias from the previous generation -back to Adam.  

F. Atonement for sin. "Atonement has to do with God's way of dealing with man's sin and His provision 

for reconciling human beings to Himself.” The doctrine of the atonement is considered by many to be the 

heart of the gospel. The meaning of the Atonement: 

1. The OT idea is that what God did for us in atonement was,  "The covering over of our sins".  Every 

year they had the day of the atonement when an animal was sacrificed for the sins of the people and the 

high priest went into the Holy of Holies to offer the sacrifice.  

 2. Blood is very important for atonement- Heb 9:22 - without the shedding of blood there is no 

atonement. Lev. 17:14. In the Old Testament the blood represented the life of an animal which was given 

to cover man's sin.  

3. God provided an atonement for our sins. Because of man's sins some kind of atonement was necessary 

for God to forgive man's sins.  God planned the atonement - Rev. 13;8, Isaiah 53, Mark 10:45. Christ took 

on Himself the wrath of God.  Heb 2:17, I John 2:52, 4:10. In the Old Testament the idea of atonement 

was the covering of one's sin, in the New Testament the idea is reconciliation  to God - "put back in right 

relationship where the relationship was broken. I Peter 1:18-19. God himself provides the atonement for 

our sin - His own son. Someone must atone for our sins - Christ did that for us. God’s holy wrath against 

sin and holy love for sin’s victims came together in Christ. I John 2:2. God cannot ignore our sins. When 

God allowed His Son's blood to be shed he was saying this is what your sin cost me, and I bore it in my 

son, as I justified you -  that is called propitiation. 



4. In the atonement God shows His love for us and provides for His wrath against sinners. The atonement 

reveals God's justice and His love. Christ is the propitiation (expiation -RSV) for our sins. I Jn 2:2- Sin 

had to be punished and in His love and grace God provided the lamb-Jesus Christ. Christ became the 

sacrifice for ourselves. He took God’s wrath upon Himself. Something has to take the wrath of God for 

sin. The amazing thing is that God Himself provided someone- His own son to bear the force of His 

wrath- that is His justice.  In the New Testament  God reconciles us to Himself, He forgive us, He 

liberates us.  

5. The cross is the center of the atonement-To reject Christ, is to reject redemption or the atonement, it is 

to say, “Your son may have died for me, but I reject Him, I will take on myself - my sins and your holy 

wrath.” In Christ we have been redeemed.  Sin makes man an enemy of the One who loves him. Sin 

chains you in captivity, redemption sets you free. In redemption we are set free from our bondage - Heb 

2:14-15.  Redemption - means to repurchase - to buy back. Redemption - causes a slave not only be set 

free but then makes him an heir of God - a son - (daughter).  Our redemption cost a price to the redeemer. 

6. The Importance of the atonement 

a. The atonement is the only method in Scripture dealing with the many problems of sin. 

b. The atonement provides endless resources for the problem of sin, Rom 5:20. 

c. The atonement reveals God's wrath toward sin and his love toward the sinner. 

d. The atonement w/o the resurrection would be meaningless, I Cor 15:14,17. The resurrection is the 

central event of human history. It is the proof that Jesus is who He said he was. How do we know it is 

true?  Look at the evidence- there were witnesses, why would they preach and die for a lie? Because of 

the resurrection not only are our sins forgiven, but we are released from the power of sin. 

e. The atonement sets us free-We are now set free to live a new life - Romans 6:4,11 

7.  Theories of the atonement 

a. Ransom theory - Christ's death was a price paid to Satan to release us from slavery, I Tim 2:6  

b. Satisfaction theory - Christ's death on the cross paid the debt we owed to God because of our sin; God 

could forgive us and maintain His honor. Some Calvinists follow the penal satisfaction theory that Christ 

only died for the elect. The Bible teaches that He died for all - I Tim 2:6, I John 2:2, John 1:29, 3:16.  

c. Moral influence theory - Christ died on the cross to demonstrate God's love for sinners. This theory 

doesn't see sin as serious.  

d. Punishment theory – the view of Calvinism, that Christ by His death took the punishment for our sins. 

Calvin taught that Christ died for everyone, later Calvinists said He only died for the elect. In this theory 

God’s justice is satisfied. II Cor 5:15 - Christ died for all, not some. The Bible says He suffered for us. 

e. Governmental theory - Christ suffered for us so that God could forgive us and govern us justly. God 

himself - made the offering, God Himself did the reconciling. It was done for all mankind.  In the 

atonement, God Himself became an offering for the whole race - judging sin, making it possible for Him 

to forgive sin - sin is taken seriously. It emphasizes that Christ gave Himself as a ransom for all man - I 

Tim 2:6 - It also shows God‘s love- Christ died in our behalf vicariously for our benefit- its benefit was 

transferred to us. It also emphasizes that Christ’s gift of himself was a substitution for those who repent 

and believe who would otherwise have received eternal hell. Wesleyan -Arminians put the emphasis on 

the love/mercy of God. 
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Doctrine of Salvation 

A. Salvation and predestination- God is sovereign, he knows the present, the past and the 

future- He is omniscient. Therefore because he knows he predestines or decides for certain things 

to happen in the future. For example the Bible says that God chose us to be in Him before the 

foundation of the world, in other words He predestined us to be in Him before He created the 

world. Eph 1:4-5. I Peter 1:19-20, Romans 8:29ff. Predestination and election - Scripturally, 

Rom  9:10-13 - refers to the election of Nations rather than individuals. These are the views 

about predestination and salvation. 

 1. Sublapsarianism - Adam was free in his crucial (initial) sin but once he sinned freely, the 

eternal destiny of all persons in human history was decided by God who is sovereign.  He 

decrees creation, the fall, personal election - then salvation. After the fall or lapse the destiny of 

each person was decided by God. (Augustine, and Luther) 

After the Fall or lapse, the destiny of each person was decided by God. 

a. Decree to create man 

b. decree to permit the fall 

c.  decree for personal election 

d. decree to provide salvation-Christ’s death 

2. Supralapsarianism - Adam was not free in his sins and his eternal destiny was determined 

before creation. John Calvin taught this. God foreknew and therefore  he ordered it by decree.  

God decreed some men to salvation and some to be damned before he decreed to create them 

Calvin-?, Theodore Beza) 

a. The decree to elect some for salvation and to condemn the rest to hell. 

b. The decree to create man. 

Lesson Purpose: 

• To teach the Wesleyan understanding of the doctrine of salvation 
Main Points: 

• Salvation and predestination 

• The history of the doctrine to salvation to John Calvin and Theodore Beza 
Desired Outcome 

• The student will  have a basic understanding of predestination  and salvation and its history up till the 
early 1600’s- after the Reformation. 

Suggestions for teaching 

• Pass out handout #3 

• Teach Lesson #3 

• Be careful with the theological terms. Knowing the basic idea of Calvinism and the history is more 
important than the “isms”. 
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3. Modified supralapsarianism - God did not decree some to be damned, He only decreed some 

to be saved eternally and others were passed over and go to hell because of their sin. 

4. Conditional predestination-Arminius-God predestines each person to an eternal destiny based 

on His foreknowledge of their free response to or rejection of the gospel. Those who accept 

Christ go to heaven, those who reject him go to hell. 

Arminius taught that: 

a. God's 1st decree was to send Christ to pardon sinful people. 

b. 2nd decree-God  decreed that those would be saved  who repented and believed  in Christ. 

c. 3rd - God chose (decreed) to give all men prevenient grace -the grace which enables everyone 

to repent and believe. 

d. 4th- God saves or predestines  people according to His fore knowledge of the way they respond 

to this grace. 

Wiley - predestination is the gracious purpose of God to save mankind from utter ruin- "it is 

intended to secure the salvation of those who have faith in Jesus Christ.” 

5. Temporal predestination - Grider - God does not predetermine the eternal destiny of people, 

God decides for believers temporally, in other words God allows people to choose in this life. 

Eph 1:4 - God chose us from the beginning to be holy and blameless. The predestination here has 

to do with adoption as sons of God, not predestination to heaven or hell. Temporal predestination 

can be altered. In this view God does not decree that some shall be dammed because Christ died 

for all, II Cor 5:15. He loves the whole world -John 3:16, God wants us to repent - II Peter 3:9, 

the call to repentance is for everyone-Rev. 22:17.Temporal predestination relates to this life only. 

It also teaches that those who believe can fall. God's offer of saving grace can be resisted, 

believers may cease to believe and be lost forever.  

B. History of Doctrine of salvation 

1. Roman Catholics taught that the only way to Christ was through the church.  

2. Protestants (after 1511) said men came into the church through Christ. 

3. Pelagius - was a monk who lived about 400AD. He went to Rome in 409 AD. Pelagius was 

concerned about preserving human dignity and moral responsibility. He placed the focus in 

salvation on man. Man is the author of His own destiny, the emphasis was on man and not on 

God.  Pelagius did not emphasize the sovereignty of God, but  salvation by works- man is saved 

by His own effort, without much effort from God.(Pelagian)  Pelagius taught that: 

a. Man has a perfectly free will, He can do what God requires of him. 

b. There is no original sin inherited from Adam. 

c. Sin is the simple choice to do wrong. 

d. Christ is our example and motivator to live rightly. He did not emphasize regeneration but the 

important of producing certain virtues - works. The Eastern church followed him.  

4. Augustine lived around 400 AD also. He wanted to preserve the absolute sovereignty of God 

and the absolute need for His grace in relation to salvation. He put the emphasis on salvation 

totally on God, man can do nothing to save himself, nothing! God therefore has chosen some to 

be saved because he is sovereign. Augustine taught that: 

a. Man was created to live forever 

b. Man misused his freedom and disobeyed God -from there on man could not avoid sin. 

c. All men sinned with Adam and therefore  all are guilty. 

d. Salvation comes through baptism, infant baptism or grace which moves man to salvation. 



e. Christ died for those who would be saved. God has chosen certain men to be saved -the rest 

are left in their sin. God has elected men for salvation from eternity. He did not teach that God 

chooses some to be damned. 

f. He evangelized. But in spite of what he believed about the sovereignty of God and that God 

chose people to be saved apart from any effort on their part, he still  preached urging people to 

choose Christ as their Saviour.  

But he was not consistent in his theology. If people are predestined to be saved - then why 

preach on salvation - God has already chosen those who are saved, and it takes away the need for 

holiness - why lead a holy life, you have either been chosen or  not - holiness has nothing to do 

what it.  

g. Western Church. The Western Church and therefore the Catholic church followed Augustine’s 

view of predestination. For Augustine the church became the only way to God's grace and 

salvation. Roman Catholicism followed him. The Roman Catholic  Church then taught that 

salvation could be received by obeying the laws of the church and by doing good works such as 

paying money. They had become Pelagian.  

5. The reformers 1500AD. Those who were part of the reformation-which broke away from the 

Roman Catholic Church- Luther and Calvin, emphasized God's sovereignty and salvation by 

faith alone- as opposed to salvation through the church. John Calvin lived from 1509-1564.The 

question then became, are we saved by divine decree - by grace or by faith alone.  Then God 

gives man a special kind of faith for salvation.  

a. John Calvin. Calvin rebelled against the error of salvation coming from the church or by one’s 

own good works.  

John Calvin then developed his theology not on exegesis but from philosophy and from 

Augustine.  Calvin carried Augustine’s logic further. If God is absolutely sovereign then he 

predestines some to salvation. He was trying to emphasize the sovereignty of God over the 

sovereignty of the church. 

 b. Theodore Beza carried Calvinism a step further - He said if God is absolutely sovereign and 

man helpless in sin, men are saved or dammed by God's decree. He said that  God causes men to 

sin just as He causes them to be saved. (Double Predestination).  Wesley said that if you believe 

that then that makes God the author of sin.   

c. The creed/doctrine. For Calvinism the creed then became more important, i.e.  had more 

authority than the Bible. Another way to say it was the doctrine- the theological belief that God 

predestines some to be saved without any step on their part became more important than what the 

Bible says. Beza taught that God decreed salvation and damnation before creation,  then he 

created them. According to Calvinism  men are not saved so much  by Christ, but by God's 

decree or will. (Christ became secondary.) 
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Theology of  Salvation 

Introduction- Man is in need of salvation - he has a profound moral problem- sin. Salvation 

leads to a radical change in man's moral and spiritual condition. Salvation begins with grace - the 

unmerited favor of God. Eph 2:8-9. Salvation is the doctrine of the 1st work of grace.  Christ has 

redeemed us from our sins. Redemption is to buy back - through Christ God has bought us back 

from our bondage to sin and Satan. God does this through the 1st and 2nd works of grace. The 1st 

work of grace - includes justification, regeneration - (new birth) initial sanctification, 

reconciliation and adoption.  

 

A. Prevenient Grace.  Before the 1st work of grace can happen there must be prevenient grace.  

1. This is where God initiates or begins in people the 1st faint desire for Him. Without it there 

could be no first work of grace - salvation. Calvinists and Arminians teach that God begins the 

process of salvation through which a person repents and believes.  

2. Arminius taught that we have a capacity for either acting righteously or sinfully. But because 

of our sin we can't turn to God and do righteous acts. Man is evil by nature and cannot turn to 

God by his own power - John 6:44, 8:36. Only by direct intervention by God can man be set free.  

Arminius taught that through prevenient grace an unsaved person can believe and be saved. The 

person must believe, but the power to believe comes from God's power as He draws man to 

Himself. We don't do something so that we deserve salvation but God does something so that we 

may have the opportunity for salvation. Apart from God's help we cannot be saved. God's help 

which gives us the opportunity to be saved is called prevenient grace - which is offered to all 

men.  We therefore  cast the deciding vote whether we are saved or damned. But we cannot cast 
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Lesson #5 

Lesson Purpose: 

• To teach what the Bible says about the doctrine of salvation 
 

Main Points: 

• Prevenient grace which leads to salvation 

• Repentance and salvation 

• Faith and salvation 
 

Desired Outcome 

• The student will understand the two key steps which lead to repentance 
 

Suggestions for teaching 

• Pass out handout #5 

• Teach Lesson #5 
 



that vote without God's help – that is prevenient grace. In our own power - without God - we can 

only do evil - and reject God. 

3. Faith. Through prevenient grace we are given the ability to have faith. But man is not forced to 

exercise it, he has a choice to use it or refuse it. 

 

B. Repentance 

As sinners we are totally without hope in ourselves, in  our own efforts. Romans 2:4, Acts 11:18-

, Acts 5:31 - Repentance is God's gift to people, to those who choose to repent. Heb 6:6 - God 

works towards man's repentance, but if they refuse, God does not force them to repent.  God 

turns us to Himself - but we are also to turn to God. Ezekiel 18:21-32 - repent and live (vs. 21), 

Matthew 18:3, Joel 2:12-13 It is also God's work - Ps 80:3,7,19 Ps 85:4, Jer 31:8-19, John 6:44 - 

It is essential for the Holy Spirit to draw people, convict, enable, etc, before people can repent 

and turn to God - we love Him because He first loved us I John 4:19. That is prevenient grace. 

Repentance prepares us for the first work of grace. Repentance involves conviction of sin, regret 

or remorse (godly sorrow)  and a change of heart where we turn from sin to God. We also must 

confess that we have sinned- I John 1:9 

1. Conviction is to see the problem of sin in us, it is to see sin and ourselves the way God sees us. 

When conviction comes, joy disappears. Sometimes there is a sense in the midst of the 

conviction that there is hope. 

2. Regret- remorse - Job 42:5-6, Ezra 9:5-6 - But repentance is more than just being sorry - II 

Cor. 7:9-10, you can be sorry for your sin without repenting. Worldly sorrow is regret of the 

consequences of sin. Godly sorrow is regret that our sin has displeased God - we have disobeyed 

God. This leads to true repentance - Judas experienced regret or remorse - Mt 27:3-4 but he did 

not turn to God for forgiveness.  "Worldly" sorrow brought him death. True regret and remorse 

lead to repentance. 

3. Confession- Regret should lead one to confession- to admit that one has sinned against man 

and God. I John 1:9. It is agreeing with Romans 3:23, that I have personally sinned.  

4. Repentance is turning from sin with a determination to begin obeying God.  

Words of repentance –  

a. OT words-  Hebrew 

i. Nahum - to pant, sigh, groan, have difficulty  in breathing it means to grieve, or lament - 

repent. (being regretful.) 

ii. Shubh- a radical change in your attitude toward sin and God -Deut 4:30, Neh 1:9, Jeremiah 

3:14, Ps 7:12. 

b. New Testament words.  - 3 words for repentance –  

i.. metamelomai - to regret, it is the emotional element in repentance Mt 21:29, 32:;27:3 it could 

lead to genuine repentance or end in remorse only. 

ii. Epistrepho - to turn over - Acts 9:35, I Thess 1:9 - a spiritual transition from sin to God. Some 

have thought of repentance as expressing grief over sin which led to the Roman Catholic view of 

penitence. The emphasis sometimes is on this - grief and not on totally leaving sin behind. If our 

sermon or grief does not lead to repentance, what good is it?  

iii. Metanoeo - Mathew 3:2, Mark 1:15, Acts 2:34 - this is a change of mind about sin. meta = 

change, nous- mind. In the New Testament it usually means that there is a change of mind such 

that sin is forsaken and one begins to follow God's ways. The basic structure - values, priorities 

desires will also get transformed if there is repentance. Our free will is involved in these changes 

- (Arminanism) Biblically there is an emphasis on the will - to change your mind with a purpose 



of turning to God - Jer 25:5, Mk 1:15. 

c. Definition of Repentance - a change of mind in which a person turns from sin to God, 

purposing to obey and to serve Him.  

i. John's gospel speaks of new birth- being born again, but repent and repentance are not found 

there.  In John’s Gospel the word believe carries with it the idea of trust and obey so there is the 

implication of repentance which is found in the idea of obedience. 

ii. The synoptic gospels - speak of repentance 25 times - but not being born again.  

d. Repentance first. Wesley and Arminius taught that repentance is prior to believing faith. The 

steps are: 

i. Confidence that God is willing to receive the person who repents.  

ii. Repentance 

iii. Faith in Christ. Repentance leads to faith which leads to good works. Salvation cannot be 

bought, it is by grace through faith- a gift of God. 

5. Restitution.  Restitution is going back and making things right with people that we have sinned 

against. Eg- Zacchaeus in the Bible- Luke 19:2. Repentance should lead to restitution if needed - 

but this is not act of penance designed to gain God's favor - It is a fruit of repentance. 

 

C. Faith 

Luke 3:8, Mk. 1:15 - repentance and faith go together. Acts 16:31 - believe on the Lord Jesus 

and be saved....”  The primary idea of faith is trust. Saving faith is a personal trust in the person 

of the Saviour.  

a. Faith in what Christ has done. To experience salvation we must have faith in Christ, that he 

will pardon our sins. Some passages seem to teach that repentance alone is necessary for 

salvation - Luke 13:3,5 II Peter 3:9. But other passages seem to teach that repentance and 

regeneration or forgiveness are necessary. Mk. 1:4, II Cor. 7:10. Still other passages say that 

faith alone is necessary for salvation- eg John‘s Gospel. Remember when trying to understand a 

Biblical idea or idea - we don't just focus on one or two verses, we look at all the evidence from 

the Bible about that doctrine/idea and then draw a conclusion. Orthodox belief does not 

guarantee salvation, it also is a willingness to follow Christ in obedience.  

b. We must believe that Jesus is God. John 1:1. God became a man to die on a cross for our sins. 

That is the Gospel- the Good News! 
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A. What God does in salvation. 5 things happen when we experience the first work of grace. 

The 5 concomitants of the first work of grace are:  Justification, regeneration, initial 

sanctification, reconciliation and adoption. 

1. Justification –  

a. A legal term. It is a legal term describing what God does for us in forgiving us as our judge. 

He removes the guilt from our acts of sin - we are declared not guilty. He declares us to be 

without sin because He really has made us guiltless by extending full pardon for our sins. The 

word translated justify is dikaiosune – it can be taken in 2 ways.  

i. Calvinists say it means to declare you righteous - "imputed righteousness".  We may not be 

righteous - but  God says we are righteous - they believe only Christ fulfilled the law, we are 

Christ's and therefore His righteousness is imputed (put in) to us and we are declared righteous - 

even though we may not be righteous, - they quote Rom 3:10-12. But this passage is speaking of 

the fool-the unsaved man. 

ii. Arminians say dikaiosune means not only does God forgive us but He also makes us righteous 

by imparting righteousness to us - so that we live righteous lives. God not only declares you 

righteous (imputation) but He makes you righteous (impartation)-Rom 8:4. Christ in us helps us 

to be righteous-imparted righteousness - Rom 5:1  

b. Meaning of justification -  

i.. to be pardoned from sin 

ii. to stand not guilty before God 

iii. to be accepted into the favor of God not because of our works, but because of our faith in 

what Christ did for us. 

c. The condition of justification - by faith without the deeds of the law- Rom 3:21-26,28. It 

means that our righteousness has totally failed and God's righteousness is now disclosed and the 

Father offers us who are repentant and believe - pardon for our sins. We are therefore justified 

without the deeds of the law. It is more than just pardon, for not only are we not going to be 
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Lesson Purpose: 

• To teach what God does in salvation and the assurance of salvation 
Main Points: 

• 5 parts of salvation 

• Difference between Calvinism and Arminianism 

• Assurance of our salvation 
Desired Outcome 

• The student will understand what God does in salvation and  how we can be assured of our salvation.  
Suggestions for teaching 

• Pass out handout #6 

• Teach Lesson #6 
 
 



punished but also the demand for justice is also satisfied. 

2. Regeneration-This is the act of God's grace whereby we are remade or reborn, born again.  

John 3:7 - means you must be born from above. It is to be born of the Spirit, without it you can't 

see the Kingdom of God.  John 3:3, Eph 2:4-5, II Cor. 5:17. Justification is what God does for 

us, regeneration is what God does in us through the Holy Spirit.  Justification is an objective 

change in relationship, regeneration is subjective-a  change of nature.  Justification is the 

imputation of righteousness, regeneration the impartation of holiness. The analogy of physical 

birth is powerful - Before conversion  a man has a veil before him, his  spiritual senses are 

trapped, when he is  regenerated/born again his eyes are opened, the veil is removed, his spiritual 

eyes are opened. 

3. Initial sanctification- it refers to a cleansing from the acts of sin we have done. The more that 

we continue to do acts of sin, the easier it is to sin. Titus 3:4-5. Eph 5:25-26, “We who were dead 

in our trespasses and sin, He has made alive in Christ. This work of God in us enables us to break 

away from the previous life of sin. When we are initially sanctified, we are called holy ones. I 

Cor. 1:2, This work gives the believer a new start in life. 

4. Reconciliation-Sin cuts us off from relationship with God. When we hurt other people, we are 

alienated from them - there is a break in relationship which needs to be healed.  When we 

disobey God by sinning against Him, then there is a break in relationship between us and Him. 

Because of His holiness He becomes alienated from us and His wrath rests upon us.  When God 

forgives us, our guilt is removed, God no longer turns His wrath towards us, we are reconciled to 

God - we can now live in relationship with God. Eph 2:13-16. 

5. Adoption-Because of God's grace we are now adopted into God's family as His children - 

Rom 8:15-16, John 1:12, John 3:1.This is the declaratory act of God where we are received into 

the family of God and reinstated in the privileges of sonship.  We had been separated from God 

but adoption brings us back into God's family. Eph 2:12. 

a. it causes us to have the privileges of sonship I John 3:2, Rom 8:12;  

b. it delivers us from fear - Rom 8:15  

c. it gives us heaven - I Peter 1:4 

B. There is a difference between Calvinism and Arminianism. 

1. Calvinist- The reformed or Calvinist believes that a sinner can't want to be saved or repent or 

believe in God until God regenerates him causing Him to see spiritual reality. Therefore they 

teach that: 

a. the 1st  step in salvation is regeneration/God causing the elect to see their sin and causing them 

to wake up spiritually.  

b. God calls them (you can't resist that call)  

c. Repentance, conversion faith, justification, sanctification, perseverance (eternal security). God 

offers an external call to the non - elect and an internal effective call to the elect only.  

2. Wesleyan Arminians also believe in original sin and man's inability to save himself. They say 

salvation is by God's grace, and it is not limited to those unconditionally elected to salvation. It is 

for all men through the grace that God gives to all men so that they are free to learn and respond 

to God's call. 

a. First step in salvation is God giving His prevenient grace to all men, so that all who desire 

(will) may turn from their sin and believe on Jesus Christ. This grace allows man who is dead in 

trespasses and sins to hear the gospel, repent and believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and be saved. 

b. The call to salvation Mt 11:28-30. Salvation begins with our invitation or call to come to Jesus 

Rom 1:18-20, 10:14, Gal 1:15, II Thess. 2:14. If the call to salvation is for all men, then we who 



are saved must take the gospel to the whole world, Mt 28:19. The call to salvation is an 

invitation, not an irresistible demand. We may resist God's call. God is Almighty and man's 

freedom is “limited ", but God has chosen to limit Himself by giving one of His creatures real, 

though limited freedom. If this isn't true then man is not responsible to God for His moral 

choices. 

c. Because of  God’s grace man then responds to the call through repentance and faith.  

3. Response to Calvinism. If Calvinism is correct then man is not free nor responsible. 

 Rom 8:18ff Paul is encouraging the Christians to believe that in their sufferings God will not 

forsake them, but has promised to save them by His power. The emphasis is on those called 

according to His purpose. Rom 1:14,16, Col 1:28-all, everyman. In Romans 9-11 Paul is giving 

his reasons why the Jews have not accepted Christ. The Jews, like olive branches, will be cut off 

because of unbelief and the Gentiles will be grafted in because of their belief.  God has 

foreordained that believers will be saved and unbelievers lost.  Only those who respond in faith 

to the gospel call are elected. Those elected (by faith) are predestined to be saved - not by their 

efforts, but by the power of God. Phil. 2:12-13 describes beautifully our part and man's part in 

salvation - 

C. Steps to salvation: 1. Confess 2. Repent 3. Believe 4. Receive                                                                                                                                                             

D. Assurance of Salvation- Witnesses. How to know I am saved - When we are saved we 

receive a witness. 

1. The witness of God's word 

a. We have an assurance of pardon -Prov 28:13, I John 1:9 

b. We have an assurance of acceptance - Mt 11:28, John 6:37, Rom 8:1 

c. We have an assurance of salvation - Rom 10:9-11,13 

d. We have an assurance of sonship - John 1:12,13 

e. We have an assurance of eternal life John 5:24, I John 5:9-13 

f. We have an assurance of God's continued favor - I John 1:7, Col. 1:21-23, 2:6 

2. Witness of the Holy Spirit - this is our internal assurance deep within our hearts that we are 

God's children. I John 3:24, 4:13, Gal 4:6, Rom 8:16 (This is subjective) 

3. Witness of the Human Spirit - there is a two- fold witness -the spirit of God witnessed to this 

grace and my Spirit witnesses. In my own life I sense that I am a new person - it is a deep 

knowing in your spirit - II Tim 1:12, I John 3:14. 

a. our conscious is clear, we "feel" the change of heart, we see the change of priorities in us, we 

have new desires. 

b. Fruits- we have beginning fruits of the spirit - love, joy, etc, we have a desire to tell others 

what we have found, we want to obey God's commands.  

c. power over sin. Wesleyan Theology teaches that salvation is both for this life and from the 

power of sin in this life.  We are to put sin to death. In the NT salvation is not only delivering 

from the consequences and penalty of sin, it is also includes deliverance from the dominion and 

power of sin. The Bible teaches that a Christian can conquer sin. Mt 1:21-"from their sin" Mt 

7:20-2; Jn 8:34-36 -we are no longer slaves to sin. Pauline Epistles-II Cor. 5:17, Rom 6. 
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Doctrine of Entire Sanctification 

Introduction- This is an overview of the doctrine. There is a separate course on the doctrine 

called Doctrine of Holiness. 

 

A. Definition. Entire sanctification is …”an instantaneous cleansing from Adamic sin, and an 

empowerment, which Christian believers may receive, by faith, through the baptism of the Holy 

Spirit.”pg 11 Entire Sanctification by J. Kenneth Grider. 

 1. Entire Sanctification is a deeper work of God’s grace after salvation that happens in a 

person’s life through faith where they are cleansed from original sin and empowered for service. 

One time Wesley was asked, “What do you mean by Christian perfection?”- he replied,  “I mean 

nothing more or less than this- it is  loving God with all your heart, soul, mind and strength, and 

loving your neighbor as yourself.”  

 2. Entire Sanctification  is a cleansing-Acts 15:8-9, 

 3. Entire Sanctification  is an empowering Acts 1:8 

 4. Entire Sanctification is God’s will for your life Acts 1:8 

 5. Entire Sanctification is a crises event  (it happens at one moment in time)  but there is 

also growth afterwards- Eph 5:18 

 

B. Other names - nomenclature 

1. Christian Perfection  

2. Perfect love 

3. Second work of grace 

4. Holiness      

Lesson Purpose: 

• To teach the Doctrine of Entire Sanctification/ the Baptism of the Holy Spirit 
Main Points: 

•  The definition of entire sanctification 

• Other names for this work of grace 

• The scriptural basis 

• How  to experience it 

• The evidence of the experience. 
Desired Outcome 

• The student will understand  the doctrine of entire sanctification 
Suggestions for teaching 

• Pass out handout #7 

• Teach Lesson #7 
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5. Wesleyanism  

6. Baptism with the Holy Spirit  

7. Infilling of the Holy Spirit  

8. Entire Sanctification  

 

C. Scriptural basis. 

1. Five Pentecosts in the Book of Acts 

a. Acts 2- The Original Pentecost- Disciples Pentecost 

b. Acts 8- Samaritan Pentecost 

c. Acts 9- Saul’s Pentecost 

d. Acts 10- Gentile Pentecost (At Cornelius’ house)  

e. Acts 19- Ephesian Pentecost  

2. Other Significant Entire Sanctification passages: 

a. Matthew  6:48 

b. Acts 15: 8,9 

c. I Thess 5:22-23 

d. John 17:17 

e. Galatians 5:19-25 

f. Romans 6-8 

g. Acts 1:4-8 

h. Luke 24:49 

 

D. How You can  Experience It 

1) Be born again. 

2) Understand  the experience. Understand what is offered,  power over sin,  power for 

witnessing, cleansing from original sin. 

3) See the need to experience it.  Disciple’s lives- anger, pride, fear. lack of spiritual power.  

4) Prepare to receive it. Read and study scripture that speaks of it, read holiness Literature, 

Remove any hindrances: eg personal desires, personal wealth, anything which is more important 

than God, lack of felt need for the experience 

5) Consecration - yield our all to God -Rom 12:1  HW Smith- “It is not a new thing we are to ask 

for, but simply to recognize the presence of that which we already have, and to submit fully to 

His possession and His control.” 

6) Believe God’s promise to fill you. Have faith - the most crucial step - Acts 15:8-9. Luke 11:9-

13. 

 

E. The evidence of the Spirit filled life 

1.  Wrong evidences 

a. Praying in tongues 

b. Emotionalism 

c. Thinking, “I will never sin again” 

2.  Biblical evidence- a new power 

a.  Greater power to love-God is love, Matt 5:48- I Jn 4:18 -perfect love, Galatians 5:22-23 

b.. Greater power to serve Acts 1:8 

c. Greater power to live a holy life- God is holy (God is a God of holy love.) I Peter 1:15-16. 

This doesn’t mean that we never sin again, it means that IF we sin we quickly confess that sin 



when the Holy Spirit shows us our sin.  

 

THE EVIDENCE OF THE SPIRIT FILLED LIFE IS A HOLY, LOVING,  EMPOWERMENT 

FOR SERVICE. 
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DOCTRINE OF THE CHURCH 

 

Introduction- The NT is the story of salvation. That story has three elements to it, Christology, 

Soteriology and ecclesiology.  Ekklesia, the Greek word translated church means - the called out 

ones. It refers to people who are born again, not a building. The word is found 115 times in the 

NT.  The word church is found twice only in  the gospels - Matthew 16:18; 18:17. People were 

to receive instruction, be encouraged, have fellowship, experience worship and be evangelized in 

and through the church. The church is important because salvation is not only a private matter - 

we become members of a body - the body of Christ.  It is essential that a born again person join 

with a local fellowship of believers. 

A. Beginning of the Church. When was  the church founded? Three possibililties: 

1.  When God called Abraham - Genesis 12. OT anticipates the NT so God chose a group of 

people in anticipation of the coming church.  

2.  When Jesus called Peter to head it - Mathew 16:18, Roman Catholic Church. Who does rock 

refer to? - to Peter or Peter’s statement- vs. 16. 

3.  At Pentecost- the "Church" exploded.  The prophecy of Joel was fulfilled -after Christ’s death 

and resurrection. The Lord’s supper begins, organization of church begins. Jesus way of referring 

to the church was the kingdom of God and the kingdom of Heaven. In Matt’s gospel you find 

kingdom of heaven.  The kingdom is and is not yet.  Most believe that the church began at 

Pentecost.  

B. Some other names for the church: 

1.   The bride of Christ - Ephesians 5:22-32, 2 Corinthians 11:1ff, Rev 19:7-8 

2.   The body of Christ - Romans 12:5, 1Corinthians 12:12-27, Ephesians 4:11-12, used in Paul's  

epistles, 

 a. The body is one but consists of many parts - 1Corinthians 12 

 b. Christ serves and speaks through his body 

        Wesleyan    
         Doctrine 

Lesson #8 

Lesson Purpose: 

• To teach the Sacraments of the Church 
Main Points: 

•  The sacrament of Baptism 

• The sacrament of Communion 
Desired Outcome 

• The student will understand  the importance of the two sacraments of the church 
Suggestions for teaching 

• Pass out handout #8 

• Teach Lesson #8 
 
 



3.   The true Israel- Romans 9-11; 9:6-8,11ff 

4.   Household of God- Ephesians 2:19-20, sheepfold- John 10:14,16- Family of God 

C. Definition of the church. The church is:  

1.   A community of believers – born again people (not a building). The first church buildings 

were built in the 300’s AD after Constantine stopped the persecution of the Christians.  

a. The church is made of converted persons. The Church of God is composed of all spiritually 

regenerate persons whose names are written in heaven. 

b. The most important function of those who are saved is to convert (save) others. 

c. It is human and divine – Christ is its head – it is run by divinity but it is also human  - 

sometimes there are problems – less than perfection (Hypocrisy is sometimes found in the 

church) 

d. It cannot be destroyed – it is a conquering force Matt 16:1 

e. It is a mystery – Ephesians 3:3-5 

f.  It is militant – Ephesians 6:10-17 

g. It is one – John 17 (or it should be). It is one for evangelism. It is one in using its gifts-  I Cor 

12 

h.  The church is the saved and the saving community 

i. The church is made up of ministers and laity. We are all priests- I Peter 2:5,9,10. The ministers 

bring the laity and their needs to God. The minister also has a prophetic duty to interpret and 

apply scripture. 

2. A loving community- I Cor 13; Matthew 12:30; John 13:35 

3. A worshipping community 

4. A discipling community Mt 28:19-20 

5. A symbolic community- 12 tribes in the OT- Old Covenant Community and 12 apostles in the 

NT. NT community. 

6. The church is the new covenant community.  Jesus chose 12 disciples symbolizing the 12 

tribes of Israel 

7. The church is a witnessing community- she witnessed through worshipping, teaching, personal 

testimony, preaching, miracles and helping others. The church should be an other-

centered/outward focused community. Many times because of a lack of vision and commitment 

to the Great Commission and being the church, the church becomes inward focused, fighting 

each other over positions, money and nonessential things.  

8. A place where the Holy Spirit ministers today. John 14:16-17; 26; 16:7-15 

9. It is visible and invisible 

10. It is catholic (universal) and local 

11. A place where the Word is proclaimed. 

12. The Church is a fellowship. Wherever the church is there is fellowship- koinonia Acts 2:42. 

Koinonia is the expression of agape love in unity. The Holy Spirit is the life-breath of the church.  

The disciples, as those who were to begin the church, preached about the kingdom, did miracles 

of healing and cast out demons.  These were all signs of the kingdom.  

D. Four relationships between church and state 

1.   State rules over the Church 

2.   Church rules over the State 

3.   Church and State are partners- England 

4.   Church and State are separated – The role of the church is to offer a purifying role in the 

state.  



E. The foundation of the Church is Christ- Ephesians 2:19-22; I Cor 3:10-11. He is the king of 

the kingdom. Jesus said the kingdom of God (heaven) was at hand. 

F. Three types of Church government. 

1.  Episcopal - authority is in the ministry, bishops appoint pastors, ministers are  responsible to 

those over them - eg Roman Catholic, UM Church, Church of England. 

2.  Congregational - authority is in the  local church. Each church stands by itself.  It is  related to 

a denominational organization but  loosely/ voluntarily- eg Baptist groups. 

3. Presbyterian-authority is in the ministry and laity, local churches choose their own pastors-

subject to the approval of the higher authorities. Local churches have much freedom- within 

certain guidelines eg  Nazarenes, Wesleyans.  Pastor is chairman of board, but answers to the 

congregation and the church board, DBA, NBA. 

G. The different kinds of churches. (Three kinds of churches- Protestant, Roman Catholic, 

Eastern churches) 

1. The Roman Catholic Church. The church which began at Pentecost was eventually centered in 

Rome.   

2. The Eastern Orthodox Church began in 1054.  They put a big emphasis on icons- pictures and 

other representations of Christ and the saints which were “ a kind of window between earth and 

heaven.” Sin for them reduces the divine likeness in man. The catholic church condemned the 

icons as idol worship. This was known as the iconoclastic controversy and eventually led to the 

separation of the Eastern Orthodox church from the Roman Catholic Church.  The center of the 

Eastern Orthodox Church is  Moscow.  

3. The Protestant Church. The Reformation which lead to the beginnings of Protestantism began 

in 1511.  The Protestant church broke away from the Roman Catholic Church because they 

believed in salvation by faith, not through the church. Protestantism also reacted against the 

penance system practiced by the Roman Catholics.  

H. The purpose of the church.  Luke 19:10- To seek and save those who are lost. John 10:10, 

Matt. 28:18-20. 

The Church is to evangelize, be mission minded, educational,  experience fellowship and provide 

communion, God  gives spiritual gifts to his  church to help them accomplish this purpose.- 

Ephesians 4:11-12, Roman12:6-8, 1 Cor 12:14, I Peter 4:10 

Rick Warren in the Purpose Driven Church says that - the purpose of the church is 5-fold- 

1. Worship- to love the Lord with all your Heart. 

2. Ministry- to love your neighbor as yourself,  

3. Evangelism- to go and make disciples  

4. Fellowship-baptize them, help  them belong to the church, not just believe 

5. Discipleship- teach them to obey. 

I. Levels of commitment in the Church  (From the Purpose Driven Church) 

1. The core-lay ministers 

2. The committed-maturing members 

3. The congregation-members, 

4. The crowd-regular attenders 

5. The community-unchurched.  
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The Sacraments of the church 

 

Introduction- We Wesleyan/Arminians emphasize  two sacraments. Baptism and the Lord's supper.  

They help us express the core elements of our faith. The Catholic Church have 7 sacraments. They add 5 

other sacraments- confirmation, orders-(ordination), matrimony, penance and extreme unction.  

A. Sacraments and the Reformers. The reformers saw 3 distinguishing marks of a sacrament-  

1.  It was instituted by Christ, 

2.  Christ commanded that they  be observed by His followers.  

3.  They are visible symbols of divine acts.  

 B. The importance of the sacraments. Baptism symbolizes death to an old life and resurrection to new 

life in Christ. Communion symbolizes Christ's body and blood - we are to do it until Christ comes. Only 

these two were introduced by Jesus. They are important because our faith needs to be acted out and brings 

focus to our faith. To receive the sacraments is to say that we are Christ’s.  It is sinful to receive the 

sacraments wrongly, ie, while living in sin. 1 Cor 11:29 

C. The sacrament of baptism 

1. The meaning of baptism. 

a. For the believer. Baptism for the believer is a sign of His previous repentance, faith and commitment to 

the Christian life. Baptism is an outward sign of an inward work of grace. Baptism is a covenant - similar 

to the  covenant made between Abraham and God where God extends His grace in a special way to the 

participant. It is one way that we receive God’s grace. It marks for the individual the separation between 

the old life and the new.  It eventually became the distinguishing mark between the Christian world and 

the pagan- eg Muslim. New converts (or a convert from his old religion) should not be baptized until 

there is a final, complete break.) Baptism can be a powerful spiritual experience for a believer especially 

if he is well taught and understands its significance. It causes the believer to understand he has actually 

joined the family that makes up the church. It is important to have each new Christian invite friends and 

relatives to their baptism and to give a testimony  at their baptism.  

b. In the early church.  For the early church baptism was a sacrament of initiation into the community.  

c. History of the sacrament. Baptism has been practiced since Acts. Quakers and Salvation Army do not 

baptize. 
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2. The mode of baptism- 

a. Sprinkling- it can be traced back to the 12th century. It does not have Biblical support.  

b. Immersion- to be plunged beneath the surface of the water. Most groups do it once, some do it three 

times in the name of a different person of the Trinity. Rom 6:4, Jn 3:23, Mk 1:10 baptidzo- means to  dip, 

wash, consecrate, immerse and plunge. It might indicate submersion but not necessarily so.  Symbolically 

it is powerful. Immersion is the most powerful symbol because it is a symbol of being buried with Christ. 

Rom 6:4. 

c. Pouring-The Spirit was poured out therefore baptism could be a pouring out. Act, Joel 2:17-18. Were 

the 3000 believers immersed on the Day of Pentecost?  Rom Catholics have always baptized by pouring.  

The Jews poured water over what was to be purified. It signified cleansing. Christianity comes out of 

Judaism.  

The Wesleyan Church allows all three methods or modes but prefers immersion.  

3. Infant baptism- 

a. It is not expressly stated  in the NT.  

b. The Great commission calls for discipling to come before baptism implying that candidates are old 

enough to understand Christian doctrine.  

c. We are not certain it was practiced by the early church. 

d. Those baptized as infants might assume they are born again or that they don’t need to be born again. 

Roman Catholics teach that original sin is cleansed away in infant baptism. This has no Biblical support – 

Wesleyans do NOT believe this. 

e. Baptismal regeneration. Some churches teach baptismal regeneration in infancy. Eg. Episcopalism. 

f. Wesleyans practice infant dedication which is a way of dedicating the child to God and encouraging the 

parents. It does not save a child, it gives the parents a chance to make a vow to raise the child in a truly 

Christian home. 

4. John the Baptist and baptism- For John the Baptist it was a sign of repentance and the public testimony 

of being a candidate for the kingdom of heaven.  

5. Jesus and baptism. Jesus was baptized  - not because of his need to testify to His cleansing but as a 

public testimony  that he was identifying with the transgressors- Is 53:12. He also did it to set an example 

for his followers. Jesus Himself baptized no one- John 4:2, but His disciples did.  

D. The sacrament of The Lord’s Supper 

1. Introduction. It has been called holy communion, the Mass, and the eucharist-which was taken from the 

Greek word meaning thanksgiving. Water was mixed with the wine to symbolize the water and blood that 

flowed from Christ‘s side.  

Jesus gave thanks before he distributed the elements.  

2. The origin of the Lord’s Supper.  

a. The Lord’s supper has its roots in the Passover, just before the Exodus.  

i. The original Passover in the OT was instituted by God in the 10th plague  which finally caused Pharoah 

and the Egyptians to release Israel from their captivity.  

ii. In this plague the death angel would visit each home and the first born son of every household died. Ex 

11:5. According to Ex 12:29 even the firstborn son of all the livestock  was struck down and died. 

iii.  This happened in the first month of their year-symbolizing a new beginning for Israel. Ex 12:2.  

iv. Each Israelite family took a male lamb without defect, vs. 5, from the sheep and the goats and they 

killed it at twilight and then took its blood and sprinkled it on the door frames of their houses. Then they 

ate the  meal along with bitter herbs and bread without yeast.   

v. The blood was  a form of protection.  

b. Remember Jesus celebrated Passover with His disciples just before His crucifixion. Actually he died 

about the same time as the Passover lamb was being slain in the temple by the Jewish priests. Christ is the 

Passover lamb. 

3. Biblical teaching- The sacrament is found in the Synoptic Gospels,  Matt 26, Mk 14, Luke 22 and in I 

Cor 11:17ff.  It is also called communion.  

4. What actually happens in Communion? 



a. Transubstantiation- the bread and wine are transformed into the actual body and blood of Christ. The 

appearance stays the same- Romans Catholic position. That is why they zealously guard the elements- 

you don’t want to spill the blood of Christ.  

b. Consubstantiation- Christ is literally present is, with, and under the elements, but the substance is not 

transformed. (Lutheran view) 

c. Spiritual Presence view-Jesus is symbolically present in the elements- He is spiritually present. 

d. Memorial view- the chief purpose is to commemorate, recall the events of the crucifixion and 

resurrection. I Cor 11:25. Wesleyans would hold to #3 and #4. 

5. Closed and open communion. Closed communion- only members who are thought to be active in good 

standing are allowed to take it. Open communion- anyone who makes a profession of faith  can take it. 

The Wesleyan Church practices open communion. We believe that those unconverted ,who confess their 

sins and accept Christ’s forgiveness as they are about to be served can become believers when they take 

the Lord‘s Supper. Wesley taught that the Lord’s supper is a converting ordinance whereby the unsaved 

person who receives it obediently, believingly with an open heart can be converted.  They must repent 

and believe at the same time. Wesley also took it every 4-5 days. 

6. Meaning  of the Lord’s Supper. It can help us to grow as we celebrate it. It looks back in remembrance 

and forward in anticipation.  

a. The Lord’s supper is a visible symbol of the presence of Christ. 

b. It is a constant reminder that the only source of spiritual life is in Christ and a reminder of what Christ 

has done for us.  

c. It is a symbol of the unity of the church 

d. It is a reminder of our sinful past 

e. It is a symbol of fellowship- celebrating the unity between Christ and His church. 

f. It is an anticipation of the return of Christ and the marriage supper of the lamb.  

7. The invitation to communion. “You who do truly and earnestly repent of your sins and are in love and 

charity with your neighbors and intend to lead a new life, following the commandments of God and 

walking in his holy ways, draw near with faith, and take this holy Sacrament to your comfort; and make 

your humble confession to  Almighty God.” 
  



 

 

Divine Healing and Prosperity  
 

                             
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A. The origin of sickness and death.  Because of sin we are all going to die. Romans 6:23. We live in a 
world scarred by sin. Because of Adam’s sin and our own sin we will all die. Satan is the author of sin and 
death.  He is behind sin, sickness and death. But God is sovereign over all of life. He created Adam and 
Eve in perfection, without sickness and death but when sin came, death also came. God has allowed 
sickness and death to happen because of man’s sin. For the time being He has allowed Satan to be the 
god of this world. And that is why there is sickness and death. John 10:10a- the thief is a reference to 
Satan.  Job1 and 2. II Corinthians 4:4; Ephesians 6:12. On the Day of the Lord all mankind will be judged 
and then those who love God will be taken to heaven where there will be no more sickness or pain or 
death. Revelation 20:11ff; 21:1-4. 

1. Sickness and death come from disease and “natural” causes- eg cyclones, floods.  
2. Some sicknesses and deaths come from spiritual sources. 
3. Some sicknesses and death come because of sin- our own sin and the sin of others. 

Job 1-2. Job suffered many things- death, loss of property, loss of family and physical suffering. The 
causes of his suffering were from evil men, natural sources like  “fire from God”  and “a wind from the 
desert” and from Satan himself. None of his suffering came from his own sins, although the truth is that 
in our lives some of our suffering comes from our own sin. 
 
B. What is God’s will for sickness and death? Jesus and his disciples healed the sick, raised the dead and 
cast out demons.  
Jesus at times healed everyone- Matthew 4:23-24.  At times he failed to heal many people because of 
their lack of faith. (Matthew 13:58). Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead but Lazarus eventually died. 

1. God’s will for sicknesses that come from spiritual attack is to heal us. 
a. That person who is sick because of demonic influence needs to come to Jesus, to be born again. 

All healing, physical and spiritual, begins with a relationship with Jesus.  
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b. The bondages of the enemy need to be broken in their lives. Matthew 17:14-21; Mark 1:21-27; 
Mark 5:1-17. 
i. At times people may be demonized. That means the Satan has an entry point (foothold) in 
their lives because of something either they have personally done or something done to them 
by someone else.  
ii. Those footholds need to be found and broken. 
iii. We can personally break the footholds with the authority we have in Jesus. Luke 10:19. 
iv. Sometimes we need others to pray with us helping us to renounce the foothold of the 
enemy in our lives. James 5:13ff. Matthew 9:2- “When Jesus saw their faith…” 
v. Below are some footholds that we need to identify and renounce so that we can be healed of 
the attacks of demons in our lives. Remember John 8:32-36. We break free by renouncing 
particular sins we have been involved in. 

    1) Being involved in any kind of witchcraft or sorcery.  
    2) Being involved with any kind of a cult or other religion. 
    3) Bringing an object of worship/idol into your life or home. 
    4) Using a spirit guide. 
    5) Curses spoken against us. Has someone ever put a curse on you? Is there a curse on your 
family? 
    6) Unforgiveness/bitterness can be a bondage. It needs to be confessed and renounced.  
            7) Certain repeated sins of the past such as sexual sins, perversion can be bondages.  
    8) Renounce any idols in your life- wife, husband, money, children, education, etc. anything 
that has come                between you and God.  
                 9) Being tattooed- by the witch doctor as a form of protection or as a ritual. 
               10) Receiving a name from a dead ancestor in a ceremony. 
 11) Charms, roots, videos- pornography. 
 12) The bondage of fear 
  a) Fear of death 
  b) Fear of witchcraft 
  c) Fear of failure. 
 13) Generational curses- We may have inherited a curse from our parents or grandparents. For 
example if our parent was a witch doctor there may be a generational curse that we inherited from 
him/her. We need to pray over that and renounce it. 
 14) etc.  
   2. God’s will for sickness that comes from disease and natural sources is for us to discern His will and 
then to ask for healing and comfort. 

a. Sometimes God wants to heal. Matthew 8:14, Isaiah 53:4.  Matthew tells us that Jesus healed 
the sick to fulfill Isaiah’s prophecy. When we pray for the sick it is helpful to use anointing oil- 
James 5: 14, 15. 
b. God always wants us to trust in Him and His grace. He wants to comfort us and strengthen us in 
the sickness. Sometimes God says no in response to our request, because His grace is sufficient for 
us. II Corinthians 12:1-10 
c. Sometimes God’s will is that we die physically. Some sicknesses are unto death. Because we live 
in sinful bodies we will all one day die.  We will all eventually die through sickness or because our 
bodies simply wear out and break down.  Ezekiel 18:4. Romans 6:23. 
d. Someday God will raise us from the grave and we will be given new bodies that will never die.  
God will someday give those who have put their faith in Jesus the power to overcome death- 
through our resurrection to life. I Corinthians 15:42-57. 



e. The Bible does not teach and we do not believe that God always wants to heal us, if we have 
faith. Our job is to pray and try to discern His will and then to ask accordingly. OUR DUTY IS NOT 
TO HEAL BUT TO PRAY AS GOD DIRECTS US. BUT WHEN WE PRAY FOR HEALING WE MUST ASK IN 
FAITH. THEN GOD HIMSELF DOES THE HEALING, WE DO NOT HAVE THE POWER TO HEAL.  WE 
MUST DO OUR PART, SO THAT GOD CAN DO HIS PART! 
f. If we teach and preach that God always wants to heal and that if a person isn’t healed it is 
because of a lack of faith in that person or the person who is praying for them, then we are not 
being Biblical and we may be hurting the person who is sick. They may feel guilty because they 
lack faith and that creates unneeded stress for them. 
g. Some people have the gift of healing. (I Corinthians 12:28) Usually they also have great faith 
with that gift.  Those people with the gift of faith need to be trained in how to use that gift and 
should be given priority in terms of praying for the sick. However the danger can be that some 
people (pastors) with the gift of faith are exalted and they seem to be honored more than God. 
We should not encourage our people to go to a certain pastor (faith healer) to be healed. In every 
local congregation the spiritual gifts should be operating and because God does the healing the 
emphasis should be on Him and not on a person. Every local church should teach people how to 
pray for the sick. Remember God is Jehovah Raphah, our healer! 

 
C. God wants us to be prosperous. Joshua 1:8 

1. God wants us to be prosperous spiritually. God wants to have a relationship with us- through 
being born again and “full salvation”.  This is God’s ultimate goal. Luke 19:10;  John 3:16; 10:10b; I 
Thessalonians 4:3; 5:23-24. 
2. God may prosper us physically but He gives to us so that we can help others. II Corinthians 9:10-
15.  Jesus actually warns us about riches. Luke 6:24; 12:13-21. 

a. Some people in the Bible were rich physically- for example Abraham, the father of our faith.  
b. Some people were not rich physically. The disciples of Jesus and Jesus Himself were not rich 
with material wealth. Paul was not prosperous physically. He along with the other disciples 
suffered physically and died for their faith.  
c. If one’s goal in life is physical prosperity that is not true Christianity. Jesus invites us to come 
to Him, deny ourselves, to take up our cross and follow Him. Matthew 10:38; 16:24.  Jesus 
came to give us spiritual prosperity. To teach that all Christians should be physically rich is not 
the Gospel.  Matthew 6:33 is at the heart of the Gospel- seek God first and he will give you all 
you need. Jesus actually warned us about wealth. Listen to Him. Matthew 6:19-24; 19:23. In 
Mark 4:19- in the parable of the soils Jesus said that the riches of this life  will choke out the 
spiritual life of many. I Timothy 6:9.  Remember what Jesus told the rich young man? Matthew 
19:21.   The so called “prosperity gospel” is not the true Gospel if by that you mean physical 
prosperity. God wants to provide all that we need and the extra He wants us to use to help the 
poor and build His kingdom.  The Bible does not teach that we will be poor physically if we 
follow Christ, but it warns us about the danger of wealth and many times to follow Christ will 
be physically costly.  Ask the rich young ruler in Matthew 19:21. If God gives you physical 
prosperity it is not for your own consumption, but to bless others. True prosperity begins and 
ends with spiritual prosperity- remember you cannot take anything physical out of this world. 

 


