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"The Best Laid Schemes" 
  

The best laid schemes of mice and men go often awry, 
And leave us nothing but grief and pain, for promised joy! 

- Robert Burns 
 
Our last newsletter began with a country music song (On the Road Again) celebrating our 
anticipation of beginning international ministry travel once again. This time we begin with the words 
of Robert Burns reminding us that making plans during a global pandemic continues to be a 
tenuous task. Two of the three trips we had been expecting were cancelled, leaving only the visit to 
Mexico. 
 
But we are still making plans, mindful that our future is in the hands of the One who ultimately 
determines whether the plans come to pass (Prov.16:3,9). Over the next few months we anticipate 
(Lord willing) the following:  

• 9-11 August - Turkic-Arabic & Africa Areas virtual Missionary Retreat 
• 5 September - River Church, Bangor ME 
• 12 September - Crosspoint Church, Fredericton, NB 
• 19 September - SJ1, Saint John NB 
• 14-17 October - National Conference, Lusaka, Zambia 
• 18 October - Africa South East Leaders Meeting, Lusaka, Zambia 

 
MISSIONARY RETREAT: Missionaries from the Caribe-Atlantic and Ibero-America Areas joined 
together at Southern Wesleyan University for a combined retreat after having last year's 
retreat cancelled due to Covid. What a great time of learning, sharing, and healing as 
missionaries reflected on two years of service under highly stressful circumstances. 
   

 



MEXICO NATIONAL CONFERENCE: Bob helped lead the quadrennial conference, speaking 
several times and installing the National Board with the help of missionary Nicky Pena as 
interpreter (see photo at the top). In line with Covid restrictions, the conference was held outdoors 
with participants masked. 
   

              
 
With lively Latin worship music and genuine Mexican cuisine, how can you go wrong? 
   
MISSIONS FROM MEXICO: Jael Morales is a vibrant young woman from the Ciudad Valles 
Centro Wesleyan Church. She shared with me about her call to missions over one of the meals 
during the Mexico conference. She's a graduate of the Wesleyan Bible Institute and trained 
professionally as a nutritionist.  
  

Her burden is for the Rohingya people, an unreached people 
group from south Asia. The Rohingya number close to two million 
people with only 0.04% Christian.  About 880,000 Rohingya live in 
the world’s largest and most densely populated refugee camp in 
southern Bangladesh. In 2017, the UN declared the Rohingya 
crisis  “the most urgent refugee emergency in the world.”  
 
Since missionaries are not readily welcomed where she will be 
going, she has secured a position as a nutritionist in an eco-lodge 
in close proximity to one of the major refugee camps.  From there, 

she and her team members will launch ministries to refugees from the camp. Her aim is to leave 
for Asia in January, 2022. 
   
This is the new face of missions -- missionaries from former mission fields going to unreached 
people using marketplace opportunities to gain access. It's an exciting new day! 
 
MOTORCYCLE MISSIONS TEAM: We had the unusual privilege of helping to commission a 
missions team from Chesnee Wesleyan (SC) as they prepared to head to Sturgis SD for the 
annual motorcycle rally. 
   

 

https://cts.vresp.com/c/?GlobalPartners/54fe3674f8/TEST/9cd105a270/GlobalPartners/7380d848f3/TEST/4d0f4b596b


 PRAYER REQUESTS 
 
 - Please pray for missionaries from eSwatini and Haiti as they process the events that have 
unfolded in their countries and for healing from the trauma some of them have experienced. 
 
- Also, please join us in praying for Bob's parents during these days. Bob's father, Milton, has been 
moved to a hospice facility as his health has continued to decline quickly. 
 
- Please ask God to encourage and refresh missionaries at the Turkic-Arabic and Africa joint 
retreat to be held virtually August 9-11. 
 
- Zambia will once again try to hold it's twice-delayed National Conference October 14-17. Pray 
that God will guide them as they choose a leader to replace Dr. Alfred Kalembo who has served 
them so well over these past years. 
 
- Also, please pray that God will help the leaders from the Africa South East Region to make it to 
Zambia for a consultation on October 18 and that their meetings will prove beneficial to the 
ongoing of the work.  

 
* * * * * * 

In all our prayers for all of you, we always pray with joy because of your partnership in the 
gospel from the first day until now, being confident of this, that he who began a good work 

in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus. (Phil 1:4-6) 
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AMERICAN DONORS: Make checks payable and mail to Global Partners, 13300 Olio Road, 
Suite 400, Fishers, IN 46037. Note the Fund # WM04-0350 on the memo line. 

 
 

CANADIAN DONORS: For tax deductible receipt purposes, make checks payable and mail to 
The Wesleyan Church of Canada, PO Box 4458, Sussex, NB, E4E 5L6. Note the Country Name 

(United States) and Fund # WM04-0350 on the memo line. 
 

 

https://cts.vresp.com/c/?GlobalPartners/54fe3674f8/TEST/36f83d1faa

