
January 2, 2023

THEDE CONNECT: ZAMBIA 
Christmas, Trees A very different Christmas season for us as the arrival of school 

break, summer, and rains means planting season. A few stores in big cities offered 
Christmas decorations and music but our main priority focused on planting trees.  


   
      Our wonderful Christmas present 
consisted of Eli coming to visit for three 
weeks. We enjoyed showing him a bit of 
Africa and working together to plant a 
second orchard behind the house. In the 
first orchard the larger fruit trees we bought 
during dry season are planted in soil 
enriched with fresh leaves, charcoal dust, 
and a thin layer of leaf mulch. They also 
received termite repellent made from a 
local weed.  60 trees, nicely spaced, now 
occupy this part of the field, with room for 
a few more. Further from the house in the 
bean field the students working for Cory 
planted avocado seeds, roughly 350.


The fertility of the deep soil here, few rocks, 
and good weather combine to allow rapid growth of trees, garden vegetables, and WEEDS! 
Termites and other insects produce damage so Cory is working to combat this problem. In 
plastic bags over 240 avocado seedlings have spouted, some will be grafted before 
planting in the field. Some may be sold as a fund raiser. Local nurseries sell small grafted 
trees for about 5 times the price of seedlings. 


We did enjoy Christmas worship with extra music, skits, shared breakfast and lunch with 
the Jembo Church family. Internet let us connect a bit with Anna and family. Anna heads 
back to Pepperdine this week to continue her studies. A torn meniscus 
from last summer continues to bother her.


Students should return to the Bible college to start classes January 
9th, however, Fritz and Kris plan to start on the 3rd. We will be working 
on Immigration paperwork and spring travel plans. We will again be 
sharing weekly with the students on agricultural and medical topics. 


    Renewing Fritz’s visa was a bit complicated because there is not a 
clear way to add minors to temporary work permits. However, we did 
learn that sometimes people can receive permission to remain in-
country while applying for a regular work permit. We will be looking 
into this option before planning travel to renew Fritz’s passport. 
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  Haiti: We remain in contact with 
Fauche and Délice, although the phones 
often do not work. We celebrate at a 
distance with the Haitian Wesleyan 
Church their 80th year since missionaries 
arrived. So blessed to work along side so 
many special people testifying about the 
Lord’s transforming power.  

The Kids Clubs at Fauche and Limbe 
continue to teach the children Bible 
lessons and fun activities every Sunday 
afternoon. The Limbe club celebrated 

Christmas with more than 320 kids! We rejoice that 
ministry continues to touch lives, pointing to the 
Lord.


The situation remains very hard in Haiti. Gangs 
continue to drive people from their homes, kidnap, 
rob, and kill. Many people are just trying to survive 
and live.


The UN is urging an international armed force to 
help restore security and alleviate a humanitarian 
crisis which is “a deepening crisis of 
unprecedented scale and complexity that is cause 
for serious alarm”. 


Cholera is spreading, mostly in the Port au Prince 
area. More people are taking dangerous boats to 
escape Haiti. Please continue to pray.

   We pray that trees continue to produce food, the 
Konsey books help medically and most of all that 
the people remember that God is in charge, He 
loves them and sees their troubles. He remains in 
charge and will work things for good for those who 
believe and are called to His purpose. [Rom. 8:28]


Blessed 2023: We pray that you’ll be 
drawn closer to the Lord in this new year. As we 
continue to look to Him for direction, wisdom, 
peace, hope, and joy we pray you do the same. 
Thank you for partnering with us. Your prayers and 
support mean more than we can express. Courage! 


Cory, Kris, & Fritz
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Prayer Requests 

• Calm for Haiti. Faith, food, peace, 
schools, transportation 

• Protection for an employee at Delice 
against threats to his life from a thief. 

• Bible students: provision, protection, 
spiritual growth 

• Weather. Travels. Health 

• Windel, Yolie, Hudson Haitian 
Missionaries to Africa 

• Heart for missions! Bible students, 
churches, each of us. 

• Work Permits. Plans for 2023 

• Tonga.   Studies: Anna, Fritz 

• Tree growth, protection 

• Encouraging one-another 

• Anna’s torn meniscus  

• Revival, God’s truth to be heard. 

Praises 

• Eli’s visit, Anna’s visit to Michigan 

• Tree planting 

• Temp. work permits/visa 

• Great support team 
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